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orp fabjet of this a Petree os Pgiciliay 
it may appear to fome, yet it is neceffary unto 
all; feeing the word of God, and our own experi- 

pee ence do eiirce US, that « man who is born of a wo- 

; man, is of few days, and full of trouble ;??. and that 
he is born to trouble, as the {parks fly upward. 

- Nay, God’s deareft children.are not. exempted ae 

. this common fate. We fee what is the char der | 
God oe eh his church, ee ey Hie t eG thou ou alts 












it is hohe A for. every man to ay a d 
how to provide for it; and behave under i ue 
may glorify, God, edify. others, and.att 
happinefs at laft. .The tribulations 
for here are manifold; but among, thofe 
- outward, I. know. none about which: men 
be more thoughtful and. concerned, than bedi 


ar Actos: that ufual harbinger of dene an hic 









preach. a3 them) in private, when, 
7 reer fermons in a pete is 
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“hekdlely and affliction, may by the divine led ing, te 
wleful to bring to their remembrance thefe courfels 
and muraniGods whieh. iney very much si ten 
in the time of their health. 
_ Again, minifters of the gofpel though never fa 
much inclined to attend the fick, yet by: reafon of 
difability and multiplicity of ether work; cannot be 
‘aiways with them, to dire&, refol¥e, dud? comfort 
them. But fich-a book’ as this ‘they cond satis Ril 
zt hand to confult with. ’ 
“And in regard'the afliged; for the ‘hae Bhrtice are 
gut of cafe to read for themifelves, it would be a moft 
| charitable work’ tor friénds-or neighbours that attend 
them, to lay hold-on proper féafons for reading fuch 
a book as this in their hearing, and’efpecially fucli — 
z _ chapters or direttions as: they: judge moft fuitable for 
. them. ‘Thus you might be helped in fome meafure_ 
to exoner your confciences,and do your laft offices of 
_. kiignefs'to your fick-and ‘dying friends, - when « you: 
coe yr them no‘longer in this world. 0 6° 
: thave brought in-and handled fome-‘con:__ 
403 ites (had I been fond of then’) inthe | enfaing ‘ 
a tae about the adminiftration of the Lord’s fup- 
i per to the fick, and about-extreme union; whicli- 
 vome alfo begin to plead for, and therice’have tak-. 
Spt -occafion to touch at fome other new ufages, fuch. 
| the middle flate, prayers -for the’dead, and other 
popifl 1 ertors, that fome (called Proteftants) -would : 
have revived and introduced among us. But I have- 
induftrioufly fhunned what is controverfial; and sere 
vir ag what 4 is peated at priapins a8 all” hapa ony 
a TBipe eect the erowili ef chtefe, nit other er. 
au Ors, (from whi = this nation hath been much longer _ 
- free than: others); I wifh all ranks among ‘us would a + 
-clofely obferve the facred rule of faithy God’s word; — : 


. 





































andr member thé folemn and natiénal engagements: 
“we of this land are under, to maintain the pure truths 
of God therein contained, in oppofition to all forts « 
hecher: ne ee 1077 
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by _ And’ may .we.ever; abhor, the, dative that - 
soul teach us.to break thefebands afander. .. ; 
_ Have, we not ground, this day, to fulpect that Sa- 
tan is carrying on adeep and fubtle plot for fhaking 
our covenanted reformation, and weakening. a Prot- 
eftant-intereft? when, upon the one hand, fome are 
"beginning openly to advance and propagate the old 
_abjured. Popith, dogtrines;, wich our reformers. did 
throw out,,and with axesand. hammers. would go at 
ence to cut down all our carved work; and. »at? the 
fame time, on the other hand, fome would be at the 
_ breaking. down the excellent fences of our reforma- : 
HOM,» vz. -OUr.covenants,. confeflions,. the magi; 
‘ftratespower,.£9c.  For:this end, papers ate fpread, : 
and pofitions advanced, impugning the warrantable- 
nefs. ofeur national covenants and confeflions, and ~~: 
the obligation, thereof; refle@ing alfo upon our wor- 
thy reformers and aiiceltors, as unenlightened, w bass: 
framed and took them, or died Ladhering thereunto ; 
 and-alfo denying the magiltrate’s power. circa fa ay 
(forthe fupport of truth, and. fapprefiing of herefie yy z 
- acknowledged by the word of God, and our ‘Conte: 
-fion.of; faith ; and all this,forfooth, to make way fo 3 
toleration of all errors and: feéts among us; thot 
they cannot but know, that tolerating of Al 
10n¢ is exprefsly. ranked amnong. the: fins. for 
the fecond. commandment, according to to the expot 
tion. of,our Jarger. Catechifm ; and is alfo « £0: den 
- By the xxiiid. chapter of our -confeffion : i in both 4 
“we may fee the clear {cripture texts, cited 
. fembly, for refuting and. condemnin; g ah 
' ation: Ah! what} joy may all this caule 
a therefore tell it not iniGeathy ied cl 
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itering: into Bing 1 
S.1 Gad, and.among themfelves, for 
rere mation, by the pouring out 6 h, 
igh, fo ne ee fouls t 
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enemies and” authoanibhe that were inthe way ;- fe 
their praétice of national -covenanting, even under 
- the New-Teftament difpenfation, i is fefficiently war- 
ranted both by the light ‘of ‘nature, and by the word 
of God, and that in both Teltaments. And this will 
appear, if we confider the feripture-precedents, to- 
pother with the promifes and prophecies-of the Old- 
‘Vetament relating to gofpel-times, and’ compare. 
them with the New; and efpecially thofe which fore- 
tel the unchurching of the Jewith nation, and the m- 
grafting of the Gentile nations in their room ; and _ 
_ that thereupon the national church-ftate and privi- 
eyes of the Jews, were to be transferred'to Chriftian 
ae ‘nations, and particularly this of being nationally in 
_ govenant with God. Which prophecies are to have 
_... their {pecial and full accomplifhment at Babylon’s 
_ downfal. For illuftrating thefe points, and applying 
the {eripture-texts relative thereto, I might expatiate _ 
_ in feveral theets of paper, if it were’proper here. I 
.. thall only at this time cite fome of the texts that may 
pe’ well improven to the forefaid purpofes ; which 
ae the reader may turn to, and confider at his leifure; 
. fuch as Th. xix. 18, 21, 23, 24,°25. Tifa. xlv. 23. 
“Jer 1.4, 5. the lx. bet. and Ixii. chapters of Tfaiah 
throughout. Ifa. Iv, 3, 4) 5» Micah iv. r, 2. Zech. 
ili, 21, 22, 23. Rev. ii. 15. Rom. xi. 17,19. Rom. 
‘9. Mateh. iii. §, 6. Ags viit.'6, 12. 2Cor. viii. 
th. xxi. 43. Rom. ix. 24, 25, 26. compared 
Hof. i..9, 10, 11. Hof. ii. 23. Likewife I might 
feveral prophecies with rsf{pee to the iflands, and 
- atmoft ends of the earth, which were peopled hy . 
rote het, that have a very ie and aden otis? 


“att ect to this coven? anted Tand. es | 





~ 























reat command of the law, which # is divetted: ‘oae 
ra basai nation, and obligatory. under the New Téef. At 
gament as well as thé Old, that it isa moral duty us 

verfally and perpetually binding upon nations and 
~ focie ties, “as well as fingle perfons, to ch ife, “ac- 


“on! Jed sei ee 1¢ liped to ion 
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walk in his ways; and Keep, his pee This is: re- 
quiredin the -fird commandment, according . to the 
_expofition of,our. Larger. Catechifm , and is there” 
~ gonfirmed by: thefe texts, that warrant’and ‘exempli- - 
fythe practice of national covenanting,. fuch.as Deut. . 
xxviv 16, 17. Jofh. xxivs.22. In. fuch a. national. 
-way did our fathers of old acknowledge .and avouch 
"the Lord to be their God, and devote themfelves and 
their-pofterity, to the. Lord... And. blefled be the « 
Lord our God, who did'many ways declare himfelf 
to be.well pleafed withthe’ bargain, and. aero, So die 
‘by filling the temple with his glory. sie 
ie peas the prophets and godly; Jews were. at’ great: 
“pains to convey to pofterity hiftorical accounts of the 
wonderful deliverances God wrought: for [rael at 
the Red-fea, and. in refcuing ‘them: from: Egypt, ere 
Babylon, and other enemies : Soit would. be.ufeful Ie = 
‘to fortify our, reformation, if we were careful to- 
hand down 6 the. rifing generation a fenfe of God’s. 
diftineuithing mercies to: : this land, in delivering us 
from fpiritual: Babylon, and in. refeuing « us fr Ge 
. . time to time from thefe captains that have. fought ey 
lead us back thither. -Many:a time hath he deliver- 
laine when we have been brought very low. “yo 
- By many inftances it hath appeared, that the ae 
srious. oo hath init been. atheree to Nii eS 
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i gab our et and: our er ; anee 
-ewill fill be found a remnant to-own it, 
with God in the time of danger. _ Sx ely, it js not. 

" time now to difclaim it, when the ene’ mies. of Su 7) Sa tt 
lon are combining together, and fecking to ra se ne 






- 46'the foundation. Let all her) lovers. 
+ to her covenanted- Lord; in her behalf, 
e times: Let them join to put up t 
almilty Pfal. Ixviii. 28. Stet ag 
hat hich thou haf wrought for u us’ ;”? 
‘ uk,’ Hab... iit. Be a QO Lord, re V! V 
of the years.”? a . May 
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SBT he forefaid digreffion in the. préfaep te 


; ee firt edition was occafioned’ by the sbroaching of 


fomeé SeGarian notions, which introduced great reel- 
ings and thakings in’ this corner, and! other: :partsiof 
this church ; fince which time, alas ! fhe hath enjoy- 


ed little peace within her walls, or pofterity within’ 
~ her palaces ; but‘inftead thereof, fhe hath been tofled: 
_. with tempefts and’ troubles of various kinds, wheres 
-by'the children: of Zion-have been brought and: Rill 


Ne under great. diftrefs-and afflictions. 
‘The firk impreflion: of this book. iiiieglinated ts : 


: gat a fecond called for, { have more’ readily confent-- 
ed te it, at this time of - general calamity and diftrefs,. 


feeing the book is intended as a directory to Chrift- 
jans under affliftion, whatever fort it be. It cannot: 
But be. obvious ‘to every fertous-obferver, that the 


 Tord’s judgments are-in-the earth at this day,. and’ F 
> that the inhabitants’of this landsare. generally. ‘vifited” 


with calamities of divers kinds, “botly {piritual and) 


temporal ; which makes a’ Direétory pe to manage’ 
and ca under them the more featonable and — 


Be fary. 


~ Abt ie Lanits handed ‘is wibby lifted! up againft 


; us at this day, and hath been for fome years paft, in- 





iting up the church’s womb, blafting gofpehordi- 


= a ‘mances,. and isiaenabaciger his Spirit from the adfeme: 
_. Bites of his people, and:from our judicatories: . Fhe: 


co 


flood-gate i is opened for error, infidelity, and ‘loofe- 


| nef, to overfpread the land ; fo that-the gofpel of 


‘Chrift, the holy feriptures, amc allreyealed: religion,: 


“ - Jare’ doritennad. and ridiculed by mafy. » The ans: 


ger of the Lord hath divided us\both in church and 
fate; and hath. mingled a perverie fpirit in the midf 


ie of us 3” yea,hath made fuch woful breaches among! 


Ed ge godly sett ir ifters and Chriftians, whoare aiming atithe _ 
Yi Hime some that no balm: can be found for healing: ~ 
here 


e hgh miniftry- to. get into the vineyard, ‘when paper f: 








re is a way opened fora carnal felffeek- 


- Jabourers are “theul' ‘out, and godly <p aioe al 
_, Radeans were from npening | in 
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. few Cliriftian congregations; who lately: were harmot 
nious and wnited in partaking of: gofpel-ordinancess 
are now “fo miferably rent and -feattered, through 
mournful intrufions; and .dividing courfes, that they 
canaot worthip God tagether> ‘and - ‘many of them. 
are wandering like fheep’ ‘having ne fhepherd, jaaiete 
to beafts of prey, and liable ‘to pera ina fate of 
‘ignorance or negligence. 

Likewife; the Lord’s hand is pend sc ied tp 
-againft us, in the variety of temporal judgments and. 
calamities brought upon us within a-very {hort time 
paft. Sometimes the Lord fends forth his ftormy- 
winds with:extraordinary violence, fo as to Carry ter-. 

_ ror and deftruétion along with them, both by fea. and’ 
~ land, and even threaten to bury-us in the ruins of our - 
~houfes. Sometimes he fends fuch long continued 

> «rains im time of harvefty as threaten to deftroy the 

~ whole-ctop before ‘our eyes.’ «Sometimes fuch.extras) 
ordinary ftorms of freft.and {hows as to bind: up the Rane 
‘waters and mills, that food'cannot be prepared for 
us, and-we are ready to famithin midft of plenty...“ 
Sometimes he fends fuch.deftrnéive ftorms of light-. 
ening and thunder from heaven, and kindles ae ae 

- yiolent fires on earth, thar witole tities, with: a mee 

habitants are like:to ‘be confumed therewith... 
our neighboring countries: dreadful eats 
been fent of late, for deftroying the inhabitants with 
their cattle and effects. Again, God-hath ‘Vilited us uae 
with. long. centinued drought, cold, and. unnatural 
 ftorms inthe fpring,and fometimes with froftin midh 

_ _ of fummer, which have bro’t on-extraordinary {earcity 
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ae and: wi of uaual fo that there are: great diforde 3 


















Tatars te. cranes oe hee aaa and, i the cat 
| " tealtfo, are famithed, for want of grafs and food te 
nthem. — In the meantime we are jneseed ta he 
i rerhal? enemies, who. feize: 01 vthips, 
yuntrymen captive, throw, then 
and melfere pean epee 
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bareullyr. yea, doicts of their blood is fred and’ ‘ciao 
valuable lives are loft in our defence. . And befides _ 
_our other calamities, we fuffer greatly through de- 
- ¢ay of trade and merchandife, and penury of money 5. 
_. in many places merchants,. tradefmen -and-artificers 
want bufinefs; there isno work nor hire for labour- 
ers, and tor thofe who would. ufe honeft induftry for 
‘bread, whether men or women ; fo that want “ is 
©. ¢Ome upon usas one that travelleth, and poverty 
» . Vike an armed man 3” and many are reduced to ex- 
=< $réme’ mifery, and flarving circumftances far lack of 
bread, ee 
eBay aad which’ proceedings it appears that God 
| hats a peculiar controverfy with: Scotland, and threats 
_éns to punilh her remarkably for her heinous. fins 
--. and’provocations.. The Lord’s hand hath-been long 
— Vifted: up: again{t us, and now it is sas" lifted. Uy 
_ thanever ; and the higherit is lifted ; the blow 
$s like to be the fererer when. given. He hath fent, 
many leffer Rrokes and judgments upon: us, as fores 
'  -Funners and: warnings ‘of | greater, which: he-hath: 
GN I in referve for us, if we repent not’; for his mag- 
 @aine is far from being exhaufted. | sis there are mas 
OE caufes for thefe calamities of ours, fo. Ithink there 
ae principal one mentioned, Matth. ae 129% In- 
. igtity doth abound, and the love of many is waxed 
: cold. ” Tnifidelity, inimorality, and) contemipt of the 
Be gofpel, ‘are come to a prodigious height; ourhearts _ 
are become cold and frozen to Chrift: wand: his interefts. 
Ree his people and holy Jaws; for which caufe God 
Ls se is provoked to fend fuch judicial cold and frofts upon 
our land, and-the fruits of the Earth, foas. to max. 
and’ eilinath:: ‘our erops, and reduce both men and 
‘beats to the greatelt ftraits.—Annd yet fo great, is — 
nitency and: perverfenefs, that:we will not 
‘a Tjord’s- hand, nor’ be reformed wie a bet: oe 
oe Judgments, © ae mete 
a Trmight well ie! aipetied, when the Lord’ bass 
"f ments 4 a Sapper de im the ta aie on 
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world would learn righteoufieds, according to Tia. 
xxvi g. But, alas! fo perverfe ate we in walking _ 
contrary to God, that neither the inhabitants of the 
world; nor 'thofe who profefs to be feparated from 
the world, -will alter their courfe, nor learn righte- 
oufnefs ; nay, inftead of that, many are learning fill 
smore wickedness. » Shall I not vifit for thefe things ? 
- faith the Lord ; and thall ‘not-my foul be avenged 
on fuch a nation as this ?? Alas! hath he not been 
provoked to fay concerning us, as he did concerning 
his ancient people, Lev. xxvi. 23, 24. © If ye will not 
be reformed by thefe things, but will walk contrary 
unto. me; then will I alfo walk contrary unto you, 
and will bring feven times more plagues upon yous. 
according to your fins.’- And likewife to fay unto 
us, as unto them, <‘ When ye fpread forth your 
hands, Iwill hide mine eyes from-you ; and when ye 
fat and-‘make many prayers, Iwill not hear; butt 
will confiame you with the fword, with the famine, 
and with the peftilence,” as in Ha. i. 19. Jer. xiv..r2.) 
- Thefword, famine, and peftilence, are God’s three: 
mortal arrows, which he commonly threatens: to , 
_ Shoot .againft impenitent and incorrigible offenders: ” 
“Two of thefe are already thot againft us the fwor 
is drawn, and much of our countrymen’s s blood Ks 








ready fhed ; and what further‘ftreams of it’ may flow: et 


before it be put up in ‘its fheath, God only knows.’ 
The evil arrow of famine (as-God calls it, ‘Ezek. v.) 
16.) is let fly againft. us at: the fame'time, and fam-, 
ine«is the arrow which is the foreft of the edo | 
- When it-was put to’ Daviil’s.choice which of the three. 
he would be the butt of, he would not chufe fam- 
ine: "The prophet Joel: doth bewail and. deprecate, ee 
: this judgment in the moft pathetic manner, and « 1S aes 
the whole land to falling and prayer dg  removi 
. nea is Boy 4 As face we Sits. a xOd. 18 
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ger.” - And we fee what the Spirit of God: faith of 
thofe who die by thisarrow, Lam. iv. 9. “ They that 
_ be flain-with the fword are-better than they that be 
_ flain with hunger ; for thefe pine away, ftricken 
through ferwant of the fruits:of the field 3 and 
 theretore their:death is moft lingering and miferable. 
 Likewile famine ufeth to bring-on the moft noifome 
and mortal difeafes, and frequently. the . peitilence ° 
doth follow upon the: back offamine. Is it not high 
time then, for our land to take the-alarm, when God 
begins to thoot ‘his evilarrows.? When the lion roars - 
it becomes us to fear, yea, to humble ourfelves in the 
| dutt, and mournfor our aniquitiesj which kindle the’ 
J Rerohiins weeath i) oaciyes 3 Paseo 
_ . Let us fearch-aric try our ways, and-turn again to. 
the Lerd, from whom we have deeply revolted : and 
particularly, let us: mourn’for and turn from thefe » 
Fe fins which ‘the word of -God. points out as bringing: 
- an famine ; fuch as, 1. Afcribing our earthly COM- 
~ forts. and ble flings to other thiags than God, the true: 
_ author. This. fin ave find threatened: with fcarcity 


ous 


-‘aflemblies.. We fee how thefe are threatened, If. 






_ © Moreover, let us look. upon’al 
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Sal florm that we muft all meet Gath, namely, the ae 
ftorm of death and judgment ; let us ftand habitually 
prepared for that {torm, and then other ftorms will 
‘not fo much affe@us. Ifitbeafked, What we fhalk 
do to be fafe in the time of that trying ftorm? the | 
canfwer 4s, Let us fee that we be among the broken : 
in heart, or fincere penitents, who areheartily griev- 
-ed for all known fins: that we be true believersin 
Chrift, who truft in nothing but his righteoufnefs and 
imerits ‘for juftification and falvation: that we be 
‘born again, and made. new ‘creatures by a faving 
‘change “both in heart and life: that it be our great 
bufinefs to clear ur our evidences of peace with God 
through Chrift, and our title to the manfions which 
he hath povchafed by his blood. O that God’s judg- 
‘ments, when they are in the earth, were means to’ 
- awaken ‘us to flee from the wrath to come, to Chrift 
our refuge! When the floods of great waters are — 
~ fwelling up to the brim, our only fafety is to fecure a 
~hiding:place j in-‘Chrift’s wounds. xe 
Let us follow the example of Noah, who when i | 
faw the flood coming, took warning, and prepared 
an ark for faving himfelf and his houfehold, Heb. Fi 
9. Let'us even imitate the Esy ptians that feared Ste 
Lord ; they, when warned of the dreadful ftorm of 
hail that was coming on the land, made their fer ate : 
‘vants and cattle to flee into the houek: Exod. ix, 20. — 
God hath in mercy provided chambers for his peo- Se 
ple to hide themfelves in when forms are coming, 
even the chambers of his attributes and ee 
and the chambers of Chrift’s wounds and. intercef= 
fion; in thefe only. we can find fafety : let us, Be ae 
enter into them by hi when he invites us, ifa. xx 
Sep arte’! Poe RR RS ‘ 
Seeing, in thefe evil: days, ¥ we have fo aes 
‘Bingers and forerunners of death before our | eyes, it it 
ill be highly our wiidom to keep ourfelves fill ina 
ees always ready and willing die. 8 
n this weary land to tempt Ba 
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-* finane eS: : 0 believers, are.you toffed with.t sem. 
“petts s here 3 ? Seek the wings of a dove, that you. may 
flee away, and be at reft. Be habitually defiring to 
depart, that you may be with Chrift. Surely. for yor? 
to die is gain, yea, infinite gain ! What are the im- 
; paginaty: pleafures of this world to the real: happinefs 
_ of thenext ? Though the fruggles ot death be griev-. 
ous to nature, yet the gain of dying. fhould. reconcile. 
“you to it. You donot ftick at the trouble.of putting. 
off your clothes at night, to gain alittle reft to your: 
_ bodies 5 and. why fhould you ftick at unclothing your-.- 
— felves: of the garment of flefh at God’s call, to gain» 
_everlafting relk to .your. fouls, and the fruition of 
ne rift’s glorious, prefence forever? Let the thoughts: 
-. .of this gain put you upon ufing all .means to “get 
your hearts.sveaned.from the love of the world, and 
-comforts.. Keep the mantle of earthly | enjoy- 
ments hanging loofe about you, efpecially in thefe 
‘calamitous times, that fo it may be eafily dropt. when. 
mes to:carry you to the eternal world. .O 
dively faith of that world, and of him 
and purchafer of it! But-feeing this 
largely infifted on in the book itfelf, I 
more here upon it. Only I thal! fub- - 
ion, of fome fwéet and. comfortable texts | 
Very proper for dyiag believers to med- 
ed on by faith, to grip to and plead with 
fuck confolation from, when. they have a 
& of going through the dark valley, and. 
othe unknown. regions. of eternity. God's 
| n be our he aa i os 7 

















bbe 2 enige give you ret *Matth. xiv 21 oh ; 
ometh ta ome, Iwill ing wife caf 
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by # place for you. And if ig po and prepare a place | 

| for you, I will come again, and receive you to my- — 
felf, that where L am, there ye may be alfo, Je : 
MIs 2) 3-" Ee 

- Becaufel live, ye hail ifee alfo, john xiv. T9. 

~ Chrift faith, “Surely I come quickly.” anfw. “ A- 
men. Even fo, come Lord Jee Rey. xxi20. - 

There remaineth arelt to the people of God, Heb. 
ive 9. 

J have waited for thy falvation, Cy Lord, Geo, 
wlix.-18, 

‘Lord, now letteft: thow thy cane: ee a 
peace. For mine eyes. have on thy. falvation, 
Luke ii. 29, 30. Se 

Te is the ‘rock, and his work is. perfest et 
xxi we ee 

~The Lord will perfect that which concernet mes 
g Pal. cxxxvili. 8. ares ae 
Being dori deen tin shane he ‘which hath ) 
i ‘good work in you, . perform it until the 
Jefus Chrift, Philip. i. 6. ns cad 

I know that my Redeemer livet 
-fhall ftand at the latter day upon t 
though after my fkin, worms deftro 
in, my. ‘Heth thal I fee-God 5 m 

| myfelfy and mine eyes. fhall behold, 
. cer; though. my reins me “ niu 
RDS s ZOOM a ee ere 
Although my houfe. ne not ie: 
Pos ne hath | made with me an everla 
 ‘erdered in all things and fure ; for this 
| “vation, and all my defire, 2 Sam. XXti 
~ Yea, though I walk through. the 
-fhadow of death, I will fear. no 
with me, Pfal. xxiii. 4 
_ Into thine hand I commit my fp 
deemed me; 2, © bord G 































od of truth 
: “fo 
€ our guide even Ur od 
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26 go raz READER. 


. wards receive me to glory. Whom have Tin. hea-. 
ven but thee? and there is none upon earth that F 


x 
Fe 
5o% 


- Te know that if our earthly houfe of: this taber- 
‘nacle + were diffolved, we have a. building of God an. 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens... 
are willing rather to be abfent from. the ee “a 


* 

P 

U AEG Se, 5 bs 

2. .3 ke 2 aie. 5: 


defire befides thee. My flefhand my heart faileth : 
but God is the ftrength of my heart, and my por- 
tion forever, Pfal. Tear: 245.25,.20, 

The facrifices of God’ are a broken fpirit : a bro- 
ken and a contrite heart, O.God, thou wilt not de- 
ipife, Pfal. fi. 17. ) 

O that I had wings likea dove! for then would: 
I fly away, and be at refl. I would haften my ef 
cape from the wiecy form and tempelt, Pfalm. ly. 
6, &. 

_ Though ye have lien among the pots, yet fhall ye. 


‘Fe as the wings of a dove covered. with flver, and’ 


her feathers with yellow gold, Pfal. Ixviii. 13. 


‘The blood. of Jefus Chrift his fon. cleanfeth us. 


“from all fin, 1 John i. 7. 


Taving > boldnefs to enter into the holief by the- 


blo od . : 
“He hath. faid, I will never © ieaae thee nor forfake 
- Jefas Chrift, es fame yefterday, to-day and. 
Ss rea ‘Heb. xiii. 5, 8 
He retaineth. not hjs anger. forever, becaufe ‘he des 
_ Fakes in mercy, Micah vii. 18. 








- though he ey: me, yet will I truftin him, Job. 


15. 
= his stare Hall the Gentiles truft, Matth. XU. 22es | 
appBlefed are all they. that-put their traf in him, 







. ee te ona our frame, he remembereth that we 


are uft, Pfalm ciii. 14.. 
e it, 1 would not live alway, Job Vil. 16. 








prefent with the Lord, 2 Cor, v.1. 8» 

‘or me to live is Chrift, and to die i 

ving a defire to. depart, » and to be. with | 
h is ie better, Philips i. 23. 23.° gem ey 


* 





TO THE READER. ee 


Aha now, Lord, what wait: I for: 2 _my hope i: is in 
thee, Pan XXKIXe Jo ; 

_ My beloved is mine, and:I am i ‘His left han : 
is under my head, and his right hand doth embrace. 
me. Awake, O. north wind, and come thou fouth 
blow upon my garden, that the {pices thereof may: _ 
flow out: let my beloved come into his garden, and. 
eat his pleafant fruits. Until the day break, and 
thadows. flee away. Make haifte, my beloved, and 
be thou like to a roe or a young hart on the moun- 
tains of {pices, Cant. ii. 6, 16, 17 7° and i ive 16. ane 
Vill. 14. sf 

O death, where is thy fling: > O grave, . Avheras is 
thy viory? But thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the vidory, through our. ore Jefus Chrikt, I Core 
RN 5S 5e ils 

The time of my departure j is at hand j Fhave foug shit’ 

a good fight, I have finifhed my. courie, I have Kept 

the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me ee 
crown of righteoufneds, which the Lord, the righte. ie 
ous Judge thall give me at that day ; and; not to. me. ° 

only, but unto ie them alfo that love his appéatl sce ae 
2climi iv..6,.795-8. Paria 
e  Lhe day. of death is better than the day cf or “af 
birth, Ecclef. vii. 1. a 
- And God fhall wipe away Pi heirs qa their ee 
» eyes, and there. fhall be no more death, neither: for- “A 
row, nor crying, néither fhall there be any more pain, — 
for the former things are pafled away, Rey. xx By 
> gs 52 faithful: faying and worthy. of all acecp. 
- © tation, that Chrift Jefus came into. the- ye ‘ee 
~~ fave finners, of whom Iam chief. 1 Tin ue iiss, 
_ God fo loved the world, that he. eave | 
gotton fon, that whofoever believeth i 
ha lowing but have everlaiting li 

_ For he hath made him to ha fist nie ho hod ew | 
in; that we might be made the _ suas uinels of 
‘Hebi, 2 Corey 21.. Vo ae RRS Nya 

ranks be unto God as oy aaipete ‘gift, 


pai ; ek Si aa a See 


’, Hy ee Bosal 


































1 |. vo Tax READER: : 


Bleffed be the Sord: God of Ifrael, for te hath 
| vifited and redeemed his people, and hath raifed up~ 
-anhorn: of ‘falvation for us in the houfe of his fervant — 
Yavid, Luke i. 68, ‘69. | 
ea, Them which fleep in Jefus, will God bring with: 
“him. ‘Then fhall we be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and fo 
fhall we ever be with the Lord, 1 Theffv iv. 14, 17.. 
Unto him that loved us, and wafhed us from our: 
fins in his own blood, &c. Worthy. is the Lamb that’ 
was {lain, to receive power, and glory, Rev. i is: 5 and‘ 
Wirz: 
We know that we Have paffed from: death unto» 
life, becattfe we love the brethren, 1 John iti. 4. 
lam perfuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor: 
angels, nor @tineipalities, nor powers, nor things 
x Sy kes, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
‘nor an 7 other creature, fhall be able to feparate us~ 
en -love of God which is in Chrift Jefits our 
‘Rom. viii. 38, 39. 
Set @ bation I rave believed, and Iam perfuaded’ 
he} is able to keep that which Ihave committed” 
i “pe is ain that day, 2 'Tim:i. 12; 
ay Jf wEaiaal ne but lofs and dung; that may. 
» and be found in him, not bane mine 
hteoufnefs, &c: Philip. i. 8. Qe * 
ae who of God is made iateaee Nitdom3 
i aap hreoitinet, and fanttification, and redemp— 




















@ re joice in Chrift Jetus, and have no confidence. 
in the flefh, Philip. iii. 3. ~ 
Giving thanks unto the Father, fatitls hath made 
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
| faints i in light, Coli, 12.0 tte tS 
Behold, he cometh with asars and ever: 
: > gales him. Amen. Even fo, com ‘ 
OAs Ae oT and xxii. 2 spa >  * aS 











 Bioehe Buca: ES on 3 : 
eae ae Se 
Some of “the Aithor? s: Dying Buabee, as ie auere” 


°° apritten by himfelf a few days before be died, aa lefe 
with his Bible lying on-his pila the — = day a wee 





2750+ | be 
OC LET me fkepe: in Jefus | Ro OS 
I would:not live always in this “er world). 


_ that has little in.it tempting, and*feems {till to grow 

- worfé, and where the torrent of fin and backiliding: 

- feems to grow-ftronger..- ‘ 
I-would defire to depart, and. to ke with Chri 

which i is far betes than to be here. Ysa wilh 














ite | is none upon. earth i defire befides eae ‘oe 
though my heart, ftrength, and’ fleth fail ; yet cae . 
Lord: will be the ftrength.of-my, heart, aa por- mee 
tion for ever.: — 
Now, Lord; what wait I for ; my ‘Hopel is 
' Fhave waited for thy falvation, O Lord. «| 
_ ©.for Simeon’s frame, to be faying, « * 
letteft thou thy fervant depart.1 in peaces ¢ 
eyes: have-féen: thy falvation.’”.....~:<) #8e5 ce? oie 
When. Chrift fays, ‘© Sorely TF co te  qukicly=;” 
‘may my. foul anfwer, “ Even fo, come Lord Jef 
I am. living on the righteoufnefs of ‘Chri, 
dying m the Lord... Even fo:come.. «I‘anre 
‘ ed:here upon the fhore,. waiting for a: 
_-earry me over this Jordon,.  [ have 7 
- . -will wait for thy falvation, O Lord. The” 
aw Rock, and his works perfect 2. Lon d;, 1 
-—-@oncerneth me. : ‘ oe ay 
\ Orthat I could fay. with: Pauls. The t time 
PS ~ departure i is at hand. Ihave Kept the ith, Et 
aS “fo fought the good fight, I have run my -Yac 
ae nifhedsmy courfe 5 henceforth is laic id y 
rown of. righteoutnefs, which, th e : 
‘will give me : his COMING ET Pe. hose bee pe 
*a7 oer vaasee polluted,,O- havi fal I be « 
a ae at isa Lueeips Bye, nile, «The 


besa 



















£0 ae “yf ihe Authors 


“ Jefas Chri fis Son cleanfeth us trom all Pes ” And 
ad is that, “Though ye have lain among the pots, 
all be as doves, whofe. ‘wings are covered with 
fiver and their feathers with yellow gold.” 
-- -Trefolve to obey, to fubmit to the Lord’s will, to 
‘ die like Mofes and Aaron, the one at mount Hor, 
the other at mount Abarim.. They went up, and 
died there at the command of the Lord. 
~ Othat when my feth and ftrength fail, God may 
_be the ftrength of my heart, and my portion for 
i ! When »now the keepers of the houfe. do 
rremble, O that God may be the keepér! when the ° 
” grinders *ceafe, becaufe they are few, O that God 
“ ieould feed my foul with manna, that will need none 
Se, thefe: implements ! ! when the daughters. of mufic. 
are brow cht low, O tobe fitted for the heavenly muf- 
e oe “when the ‘lookers out’ at the windows are» 
| ened, O that my foul may be enlightened to fee 
Redeemer." 
p the unbelief and infidelity of my heart Fe 
‘to more of the faith of a rifen Jefus, and 
Redeemer. O let me believe and feel the 
of that word i Chrift, ” * ‘ Lafcend t tor rae 












t P me “Taft esisbiat comes. —. 
nemy, death, I may be “helped: above _ 
e thie! d rene faith, whereby T may vetlel ce 





J 


* me; Lord, I would bein, I matt ei ins 3 let | 


Oh - Dr 
Ds 


* Diiigeh Ejaculations. Es : a i 


Sa s oe 


we, 


- Beaten veitel of. my. foul, nen: at: ponld: enter into 
. the harbour of reft’above ; may Chrift come to be: 
Poe fleer the helm; and it fhall be fafe. 

O for more faith! may my faith ripen toa tise 
_aflurance, that I may go off the ftage rejoicing, and. 
‘that an:abundant entrance may be miniftered to me’ 
into the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jéfus Chrit... 

O for more faith, that I may die like Simeon when. 
he had Chriit in his arms, faying, “ Now let thy fer-- 
vant depart i in peace, mine eyes have {een thy: falva- - 
tron.” i 

Lord, one {mile of thy countenance would anit: 
away all my doubts and fears, and poke me fing in: 

ains.. 
a ‘Is my Redeemer gone to prepare a place for ue 
why fhould I be fo flothful to follow his Lares 
he 1s faying, Come up hither ; come up, Ayal hee & 
come up, reign here ; come up, fing here? ~ | 

O Lord, deliver my foul from death, m n 
from tears, and my feet from falling- © 
- from the. horrible pit, draw me out of the n 
fet my feet‘upon a rock, and eftablith el rx 
‘put a new fong in my mouth: aa 

O. give grace to ftrive by faith and prayer to-en it ter 
“mat The {trait gate.. Lord, thou haft bid me “knock, 
and it fhall be opened’; afk, and at receive 5; 
feck, and ye hall find: _ Lord, T knock, » oper unt 

























in over the threthold’;. et-me™ f my- 

- Redeemer’s. face, within fig ht bf the files Oh gu: 
countenance; let me tidin hearing of the fongs of, 
the Redeemed; let me get to the outfide 
ifing company 3: Twill be well enough 
ord; in] muft be, ont T cannot. {ta7 By : 
t with Pysarens Sabbath ake 





4 ' oe ae) ah REP : ‘ 
ie : 


Pie aE Some. gf the Author’ s 
‘ : ae Pi at : 








: : - thren ar 


“ence betwixt: my ftate and theirs: I am- groariing 

out my complaint, they are fingng God’s pee 

am in darknefs, and cannot Ke thy £ face, but they 
© behold thee face toface: O fhould I be fatisfied to 
flay behind, when my friends are gone ! Shail I Wane 
der here in a hungry defart, when they are triumph- 








ing above, and dividing the fpoil ? ‘Oh relp me to’ 


© Nook after them with a fledfal eye, and cry, O Lord, 
eee _ how. Jone! 
oe ae heavenly Father, draw me ‘after Jefus ; for none 





me ee there where. he is, and ! will mount up a3 on 
oO draw me ; and when thou feem: 


Sa: wings: 
ae 




















kin :dom, O remember me when 






y to.th 











«This bay. 
Tam called” to the work Taceee Bia: 0: sive 


or this.ence, when | at death, to pull . down 
‘ong holds of fm in me, Lord, wafh away my 
he blood of Chriff, and then, 1 mY, foul fhall not 
the ocean of eee WY eri 







come to him. without thy aid. O Father, dtaw 


ord, enable. me to follow hard 

2s the eae thick: han: 
Ly 

thy kingdom, and fay’ to my foul, when- 

fhalt thou. be with me in” 


gth I never had. O flrengthen me like 


alt pate ing 5 % its church’s Bead i is GONE § he cau Fs 
ft the earth, and entered into his glors y 3 my bre-- 
mid friends, many of them’have arrived “where 
+ Lam, yet behind. © how great is the differ- ; 


‘a fand glafs of 
eae dewn r 





‘ 


- willing i in the day of his power ; m de re, no 
-in, me. it was all free and undefe K 


Fenentante ry it : for’ + Chrilt w 
: Be aoa he v was bruifed for ou 


hc ae not is eeu es but her 








4s full of fronule, at ‘my life dhawss near rto thes grave. 


But, Lord, thy loving-kindnefs is betterthan fife’: 6) 


emake thy. loving Hahdnels fure to, me, and I will will 





‘ingly. part with ‘this dying ie a : 
Oh that I could make all the. world fee the beau- 
-ty of my precious and adorable Saviour. 
Nothing but am intere& in Chrift can give peace i a ¢ 
life, or comfort in death. “He is the chief among ten 4 


ene and altogether lovely. ‘My body is in part 


dead, but | know, I cannot die eternally while Jefus: 


lives. I mutt go down to the prave ; but what is - 
-the grave jcit is but a refining pot fince my.S WIOUR os; 
Tayi in it,1t is but'a bed of rofess  ** Hei is s the ro feof” betes 














Sharon,. ays: the lily of the valley. 
~ Itswas his: free grace: that drew me, and. mad 


a. Tet the ¢ chaftifemen: of n 


‘not tthe atads of an ae ‘Let Chri i 
Mitigate. mine. eg ened as 

_ I rejoice in the profped oF” es cue 
vance referved-fafe. I could not i ae? 
-eternity any other way but in and’ throug ht 
-man_ Mediator ; if he was not Godas . we 






eure PER a i 


mae Dying Ejaculations. } 





: aes ite oe oa but their own ‘works to fly to’! 
swith only this to. depend -on, I‘thould be the aa 


_emiferable of all creatures ; but the. long white robe 


of my redeemer’s righteonfnefs is all:my defire. 
“They are truly bleifed, they alone are happy who 

.  areenabled to exult in the garment of celeftial glory, 
which never -waxeth old, inthe illuftrious robes ofa 
‘Saviour’s. confummate righteoufnefs, which are ‘ine 
corruptible and immerta!. “'This is a robe ‘which 
chides every fin, of thought, word, or deed,.that I 
“committed. Oh how unlpeakably happy are they, 
who are juttified by this all-perfect righteoufnefs of 


the Lord Jefus Chrift, and who therein can conftante — 


yy triumph and glory’! ; 
i bonds, I.live upon Chrift, I ive upon his righe 


n. his blood and merits 5 3 yea I 


ns 
sf 
rat Lo 



















Sas 


TLE miiets§ in Ft A. sae to. All my attain 
s are but lofs and dung befides him. | 

hen I find mylelf polluted, I go to this foun 

anfing. Lord, give me delight in ap- 

thee ; delight to ‘be at a throne of 


“ee 


tho 0 for Hrength to offer a 
th and prayers 4 


:: coe died as he heed teltifying hes 
| ligion upon himéelf ; and that at a- 
have moft need of ‘its comforts. °" 





pow yng anche shag xs of 


I could mas my bed ae lie and 


ords are tranfcribed- from his - 


va 2 
hes 
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a a ae 





AMiaed erent S “Companion : : 
Gin oes 
ADireBory for a Family or Perfon ‘under | 
Lenuoghas by pistes or other wiles” “4 ue 5 


eae 
















nereSetote 


a. THE: INTRODUCTIO? 


AN, ben he firft dropt. from h Mv 
hands, was a Baty. and ‘innocent ; i 





and trouble, enjoying uninterrupted | healt | 
perity both in body and foul. But no fo 
tainted with fin, but he became liable to all fo 
miferies, temporal, fpiritual, and eternal : his 
being the refidence of fins and lufts, his b dy tur 
ic See of ioe and difeaicss _ And f 


oes eiiniition from fuch’ aflli@ions 
nitely wife God fees meet to make ufe o: box 
_ tempers to correct the corruptions, and try th 
of his peuple, and to ‘promenes 1 : 


« Behold, he wien | 
loved, and yet fick. 





Si.5.% 


sd * v7) oe 
. d 2 * 
- : 


is 26 Affigied May S Companion 
uf 
a ie ond healthy forils may be matched. with weak : a 
and. fickly bodies, as was Gaius, 3 John * ied 
withftanding the cafe is fometimes moft trying and 
exercifing to the beft of God’s people: and they are 
never more ready to queftion God’s love, or quar= — 
-rel’ with his providence,-than under heavy ficknefs. 
and bodily diftrefs. It is therefore highly the con- 
cernment of all, whether families or private perfons, 
to inquire how they ought to behave under or after 
afficing ficknefs ; and how they fhall provide for 
fach an. evil time before it come. And for the help 
of all that defire inftru@tion in this matter, I have. 
“written the following dire@ory ; which, for method’s 
fake, I thall divide into feveral chapters. | 
od Hy fhall give fome general direGtions to all fami- - 
te ind. perfons vifited with ficknefs and affliction. 
; Sc 


ii 


sor) 











i rely ‘afliied pa Tore Ree aad. Jong beonible: 
f apie tions t to the ister of "God under fd 





fom Ge fs $3 : | 
MIL. Directions to Pir ee pesfons ho pe 3 
4 apparently i in a dying condition, >) > 
an ae Med ieseiene to: the relations, acquaintances: 


: ii ids neighbors: of the fick, who are shérafelses 4 in: 








S : re Let i it be ad cael egies that ae 1 fay to: 
_Shsiamilted: swith ficknefs, is Jikewite applicable to all 
other. eer Sug Pecawad er tier » diftrefs;be. mig ” 


ee me 









Hoa ered Cer Alp doe dip h a 


Contain S ar direélions to all families and 


_ perfons vifited with ficknefs. 


be “Diner. 1 I. Diligently inquire into. the ends and defigns, for 
_ which ufually God fends ficknets and affliction. RECO pet 










N infinitely holy and gracious God hath vari- 
ous and wife ends in afficing the children of 
men, whether they be converted or ‘unconverted ; 
ahich ought to be duly confidered by all, and elpe- 
. eially by thofe who. are vilited w ith. ficknefs 3 ; ome 
whereof I fhall inftance. rae 
I. God vifits with ficknefs, to cafe sate fin- 
“ ners bethink themfelves concerning their fouls eita 
“and condition, who perhaps had never a- 
‘thought about it before: There. a1) 
“when in health and firength, are {0 ; 
pleafures ; and profits of the worl hs 
nothing: elfe ; all the ‘warnings, SHatenS, 
‘counfels of minifters, teachérs, and fi 
‘upon them ; D ‘They. cannot ‘endure to 
‘thought of God, of the foul, of death, o 
hell, or of judgement to come ; till God 
them into fome ficknefs or bo ily diftref 
fometimes, they begin, with t 
to themfelves, and bethi 
their fouls, and a future 
defign, 1 Kings viii. 47. ff th y 
tej in the land whether they are 


















ey 


J, v 
2 


pe ey | Aflited Monts Citi 
ance teil, God and Chri, and: ferious hs, Aa 
Nay, the furnace is Chrift’s ufual work-houfe, whese 
“ne has formed the moit extellent veffels of honour 
and praife, Ha. xlviii. ro. “ I have chofen thee in 
‘the furnace of affli@ion.” Manaffeh, the Prodigaly” 
Paul, and the Tailor, were all chofea there. ~~ 
Ti. God vifits us. with ficknefs, in order to inf tract 
‘and teach us thefe things we know not, Pfal. xcvi. 
x2. It-wasa faying of Luther, Schola crucis eft 


a 


- 


a! 


“i 


fchola lucis. And indeed the fchool of affli@ion is 


the place where many of Zion’s fcholars have made. 
good proficiency in fpiritual and experimental 


iF; 


knowledge.—Now, there are feveral remarkable ’ 
i 


leffons which God would teach us by the rod. 
aft. ‘Fhe knowledge of God. It is. faid of Ma- 
-naffleh, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12. 13. ‘When he was 
“ brought to affliction, &c. then Manafleh knew that 
“the Lord he was God.” Though Manafich was 
well | educated, and early taught the knowledge of 
oy God, yet till now he knew not the Lord: But now 
he knew him in his power and great reels his holi- 
-nefs and hatred of fin; now he knew God_ in his 
_ stoodnefs of mercy, and wondered that he had kept 

him fo long out of hell. — 
ay adly, Another leffon i is tlie “knowledg 26 Of fomuiteoe. 
“In time of health and profperity, we are apt to for- 
get ourfelves, and our mortality ; ;. but ficknefs caufe- 


7 
Lae 


‘eth us to Know that we are but men, and frail men, 


Me Pha. i ix. 20, that God hath an abfelate fovereignty 


e G over us, and can as.eafily crufh us,as we doa moth, 
ne gdly, He teacheth us the emptinefs. of the’world, , 
or vain a help is that, which fails a man in ‘the 





time of his greateft need ! and oft-times we fee, tha 








worldly means and friends can rae lo the po Fe 


eafe to ‘the bodies, nor comfort to th 

| fons under ficknefs and diftrefs. ~ ee ices ey 
_gthly,. Another leffon is’ the great it se 

Teiereh is the caufe of all ficknefles a t 

“ whatfoever, 1 Cor. xi. 30. For thi: 

are weak oe fick ly of ROME YO 


a 
-. “7 S pt a 


mol 
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rin, ply 


iit Bh z ASibisssiodle 2] | B 














weth us. i ‘atectoifhee 3 and. excel. 

and his promiles ; ;. which only can en- 
to rejoice. in tribulation, and be. ealy 
pains. and difeafes. | There. are ™ 
who 2 are indifferent about Chrift’ in time of 


| ign when ficknefs comes, do. Chae a hos 





Oi af 


ahd and ange Ks ender 


San 


; $9}, Aid Man! 5 Conpagion. 

fity adds wings to our defires. Ifa. xxvi.16. Lord 
in trouble have they vifited thee, they peured out a prayer 
awhen thy chaftening was upon them, Though they 
were backward enough to prayer before, yet. they 
pour it out moft freely now. The very heathen 
» marineis cried aloud to God in a ftorm.—What a 
famous prayer did Manaffeh make when he was un- 
der his iron fetters ! We find it thrice mentioned, 2 
Chron. xxxiii, 13, 18, 19. And the voice of fer- 

vent prayer, is what the Lord defires to hear. 
V. Another end is, to loofe our hearts from the 
things of this world ; ‘and caufe us to look and long 
. for heaven, When we enjoy health and eafe in this 


world ; we are apt to fay with Peter on the mount, | 


dt is gi for us to be here: but when diftrefs cometh, 
God’s people will turn their tongue, and fay with 
the’ Phalmift, Pfal. lxxiii. 27. It ts good for me to 
dans nigh to. God. When. things. here go well 
swith us, we are apt to think ourfelvesat home: but, 
“when trouble arifeth, we ‘begin to fay, “ arife, let us 
@epart, this is ‘not our reft.’”’ Though heaven was 
- gnuch out of fight and out of mind before, yet, when 
- affli@ing ficknefs comes, the poor believer will fi igh, 
and fay with David, Pfal. lv. 6. 0 that I bad wings 










FT would haflen my efcape Jrom the windy tempefi. 
Sag, 6 God defigns .to make the world bitter; and 


hat the world is nothing but’ vanity, ‘and vexa- 

> ae of fpitit 5 that riches avail not in the day of 
‘wrath : : then it is, that they may fee the infuffiicien- 

cy of the world to relieve them : that, as one faith, 

a AL velvet-flipper~ cannot cure th 

“cap cannot drive away the hea 

Of doun g ive eafe in a ig 


< bitter, , fo ‘Chrift gro 






; hor a-bed 


hike a dove ! for then rebel | ul jy away, and be at res 5 


; ret ae golden 







Chritt Tweet tous. By fuch affli@ions, he Jetsmen 


AS 


3 ‘prompt US to heavenly mindednefs, 
patient waiting on ‘God. ; Yea, th 
~God’s: people éan atteft it, that Grac 
live ly; than ‘under: afflifion. Doe 






in them, and fo to neglect the lively a@tings of faith 


~ excite to repentance and Ariens oa 
for, like the winter froft and fnows, ae make t 


gare : 
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well enough sesigh cuit his help ; “hut Beta’ they were: 
ready to be drowned, then they fee their need of 
Chrift, they awake him, crying, Mafrer, fave sy or 
elfe ewe “perifh., So the beft of. faints, when all is eafy 
about them, are prone to fuffer Chrift' to fleep with- 





on Chriit; but when the ftormof afflifion begins ta 2 
arife, and they are ready to be overwhelmed with . 
diftrefs, then they crys «és None but. Chrift, none but : 
Chrift,” , 

VII. God tryfts with ficknefs and ee ae in OF- : 
der both to PLOvE and improve his people’s graces, 


Deut. viii. 2, Rev. ..10. Grace is hereby both tri- 
edand ftrengthehed. 4/ft. Such affli@ions-do prove ) 
both the truth and ftrength. of our graces,as they 


ferve to try if we love God for himfelf; if we can 
endure and hold out. in ferving him, waiting and des 
pending upon him, notwithf{tanding of difcourage- 
st faith-will fuffice fora littl affidion, 
} 





. that will not fuffice for a’great one. Peter had faith 
‘enough to come upon the fea. at Chrift’s call ; but ; as 


foon as the waves began to fwell, his faith bega: to 
fail, and his feet to fink, till Chrift mercifully caug 
hold of him, faying, “ O thou of little faith, whe 
fore didft thou doubt :”? Matth. xiv. 31. 
Peter think his faith: was fo weak till Me 
-2dly. They tend’ to’ improve out 2 races a 
quickening and ftrengthening them, “They 
as a 2 whetftone to soa iy faith, fo as the is 























for f 


fallow ' ground of our heart more te 





se iia as sto ‘his fj faker ee than y beh 





ee ae 
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motiniains ; s and hence fays, PAL! exix. 91. «Te is 
good’ for ihe, that I have been’ affliated. 1 apie saa sy 
VIE. God's aim is, - to awaken us to redeem 
time, to’ prepare” ‘for flitting, and clear up our evi- 
ences: for ' heaven. | “Jn the time of health we are 


ea 
1S: 
oT 


- apt to trifle away time, to loiter in our journey, and — 
forget that we are pilgrims on the earth ; where- 
fore God fends ficknefs as his meffenger, to mind 


us thereoR 9 

~ Now it hi ‘bly concerns Us, when ficknefs attacks 
us, to confider and “meditate upon thefe ends for 
which God brings on diftrefs, and pray earneftly 
that they may be accomplifed'in us; and fo our 
ficknefs fhall not be unto death (ipiritual: or eternal) 
hut t0 the glory of God, and good | of our fouls. 





i hei 11, aLieWall-wHo ‘ave vifted ten tickdnetpavaramivets 
-fearoh forthe» Achan in the camp, and inquite diligently 


agen the ground. -and- caufe of. God's mpneereriy with 
ni.. ss 





ey ‘hath been the practice. 
BL ture-times, to inquire into the c: ante and. mean- 
ings 0 God’s rods which have been Tad upon them. 
_ So. Davi vid, 2 Sam. “XI, when the land ‘of Tfrael. ‘was 
Hae ie years under | the flroke of famine, he i aed 
Three: year Fag Cee bes 
into t the neaning. ofit.. . So Job. is Seen ie 
irous to know why. God fet him up as amar 
’ Tiis.arrows, , Job: Viir.20. and Peete is that he ae 
that petition, Job x. 2. which i is moft fuitable. fore eve- 
i sae in, dift ively és « thew me wherefore thou con- 
me,” 



















eir grac Pood. for. ee fpiritual infimudtion,. more 
+ roe for a e correction of their fin. But. fin, being: 


the orig ine and: foundation of all affi@ion, itis 
Fs th ch, ue it is Our awn, cafes, and: moft con : 


ae. yak + §, 






et ‘3 ition, yet the beft of God’s children m 
ee any at leaft deferved i ite We f 


ye oes that Goll, fometiones. Wilts, fis. 


d, to look on fin as the procuring ca: ba Ory 
a have not immediately, procored the 3 prel- Me 


9 God's s people i in feri ips het 





“fin of the Corinthians:i ig: mentioned ‘as. the ont of 
_ their ficknefs, 1 Cor. xi. 30. For’this caufer many 
* are weak and fickly among you.?? The Pfalmift con- 
~ cludes the very fame thing, Plal..cvit. 175 18. «Fools 
‘s becaufe of their tranfzreflions, and their i iniquities, 
ss are afflided: their- fouabhorreth allmanner of =| 
“meat; and they. draw’ nigh: unto the gates of = 
death. *? But ordinarily, by ficknefssthe Lord points 
is vat fome one fin in-us,. more than another, fome Jo- 
nahin the fhip,. that hath raifed the ftorm, which 
the Lord would have us to fearch out and throw 
over-board without. delay. 
Que... But how. fhall we. di oom and afd out: 
the particular fin. for which God. affics us with: 
ficknefs and diftrefe 2 ; he p 
Anf.. iff, Study. the Lord’s word, and the chatife 
‘ments there recorded, which he hath: infli@ed upon: 
people for“their fins ;,and inquire if you be guilty - 
of tlie like. Obferve what hath been God’s mind to- 
» his people,.and what fin he hath pointed out to them, . 
"when they have been brought under fuch a rod. 
and fo. you. may. ‘learn his mind to you, Rom. xv. 4 
és For. whatfoever things were writtea aforetime, ; ae 
written for our learning.” aes 
2dly, Confider what is the fin.which contciek 
iol of all accufe thee for,.in thy m 1 
folitary hours. Confcience i is God’s.der 
bofom-monitor, whofe voice, perhaps, th es 
regarded in the day. of thy health ; where 
hath fent a fharper meffenger, to fecond e 
confcience. Hear now the voice of the rod, for 
“the fame withghe voice of confeience. In theic 
| profperity, carnal profits and pleafures made 
tnoife, that the voice of confcience could 3 
heard: wherefore God hath bropght on thee ie 
Tent ‘night « of adverfity, that his deputy lara obtain Sy A 
edigiee. Well then, give ear; what fi faith con. 
e now? may you not hear it faying ‘Reuben 
is brethren in diftrefs, « Spake T not to you in. 
: at health, we ag causa fueh afin, and do 

































ie in felling” ‘of Jofeph, Gen. ae 28. We are verily 4 








us, 
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>. 
"mot <sines repetiting for fach a er ‘but you woul ida not 


hear 2”? Oman, let confcience geta hearing: at lat, abies 
it got with the Peete when they were brought to re 
diltrefs in Egypt, and made them to confefs their fn 3 








“guilty concerning our brother, in that we faw the ane 
guith of his: foul, when he bef oughit us, and we var 
not hear z. therefore is this diftrefs corte upon us.’ 
gdh, Confider what are théfe evils, that othebs Sa 
‘Reve’ obférved in ‘you, whether they be friends or 
foes. Hayken to what a chriftian friend noticeth in 


. you, either when fpeaking to you, or to others about 


you. «Let the righteous fmite me (faith’ David} 
and it fhall be a kindnefs.* Yea do not ‘difregard ? 


_ what even enemies fay of you: as Dayid got good 
By the malicious reproaches of Shimei, in the day 


‘of his’ affliion, fo may you in: the: time of diftrefs ; 


oor ‘for formetimes: malice itfelf will ipeak ‘truth.  Ene- 
_ hies'are ‘fharp-fighted to {py out our faults, and {6 


may, through ibe divine blefling; Prove. monitors to’ ~ 
both with refpea to fis and'duty.. 





+ hy: Confider the nature and’ circumftances of 


ee thy. aitereds. ‘Oft-times the afflition is fo fuitable to 









. eee e tin’ which God’ now intends to awake. 4 


 tranfgreflion, that we may clearly read our fin 
n on the forehead of our ‘punifhment, as in the 
e *61 A-donibezek, and many others. “And alfo 
TB oer, - be helped to find” it out by the Lord’s tim- 


Gng of the rod to you. ‘Was it fent when you was 


ef much formality in duty ? or when you was 
erly purfuing the things of the world ? or when 


Bag 
ec pou was under the power of fore prevailing lnft’c or- 


? then the rod comes to Lig shah Dh and 
¢ you to fee the évil thereof. rit 


Was wt sthly, “Conlider ‘what js the fin that hath heat! for- 
e woh moft pot ghting to thy thoughts, and, perplex- 


te thy” 
pt Shel! He y 


ikely ( 


e, whéen‘thou’ haft been’ in the 
Ce tated —Itis is very 


if . thon ae not troly” repented of ‘it hag 













vil of that thou mayit iced amour 





Bes, ey ee b sds 
Objed. Ah (faith. one) it is s my. pee lie under 2 a 
dumb, and: filent rod, I do not t under Rend its oc 


OA Te ‘Be de 






, the Lord 5 for it very. mt me 
aggravates the afc to God's ‘people, when Sey 
now that the language of it: Hence was it that. 
job lamen ted fo. heavily, ¢ that hie way was’ hid, and 
. knew not the reafon of ‘God’s, contending ‘with 
him, Job i 2 Gu 
2. A _ bel iever’s fot may be fonceiee tS Oe 
lat i ‘requires a great deal-of fpiritual art and wil. 
dom to enable him to hear the voice of the rod, and 
underftand its language. Hence it is faid,: “He. 
és a. man of wifdom that feeth ‘God’s name upon 
it,”?,Micah vi. 9... Now, this wifdom mutt only coms. ae 
from above; Therefore, ger 
3. Go to God, and earneftly bes. for dis wiflom, : 
that you may know-his. mind, and_ the meaning of 
the rod. Do as Rebekah, when the children ; firuge : 
gled in her womb, fhe went to inquire of the Lord,, 
faying, «Why am J thus ?’ Gen. xxv. 22. Cryy 
to-God to, give you. his fpirit, to teach and enl 
you to fee fin in its evil, and the: particular e ils yoy = 
are guilty of. ‘This was‘ Job’s courfe in his aes e 
tion? * Shew me (lays he) wherefore thou.con 
“ tendeft with me. ‘That which I fee sot, heehee 
thou me. Make me to know my. tran{greffion and, 
my fin.” There is no better way for a prifoner to, 
know the reafon of. his confinement; than. to afk the 
magiftrate who committed him. God) is. a wile’ z 
gent, and can give beft account of his own actions. 
4. If thou canft not find out the particular fin fo 
- which God.affiids t ha then labour to-repent of eye- — 
ty known fin, and cry for pardon, of every unknown 
| forgotton — as ais Do ines ow: 
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could not’ sand out the tebe? Sree killed all the chil- 
dren of Bethlehem, that he might be fure to kill Jef 
usamong them. Let. ws-feek*the utter ruin and 

- death of-all our fins, that we may‘ be'dure-to deftroy 
that fin for which God affiés us. 

“g. Study to-exercifea ftreng faith, and a’ “humble: 
fubmifiion, while “God ‘keeps yoweunder the filent 
‘rod. Believe firmly, that: Go is “juft, though «you 
_ know not what he contends. And however long he 
thinks fit to make you walk in the dark, refolve In 
bly to wait on him, and: commit! yourfelf to Re 
who-has many- winin, ians, ‘the: hi ind in: the! way 
“They: knew not. eG. 7 A 


A ttn we a . 
> Dreecr. TH. “When any fit of ficknefs ae you, ne “a 
: aed upon death, and make. diligent preparation for 1 
~ DO. not mean that any man’may delay the work 
Pas - of preparation for death, till ficknefs: cometh: 
a “Noy ‘no; ‘this ‘fhould be the: ‘great and uptaking bufi- 
mets of | every man in the time of-his-health and 
_ firength. Bat ficknefs and difeafes being the harbin- 
gers. of death, and the meilengers: fent trom God to 
warn us of its coming; every-man is thereby calle d to’ 
_renew. the work of preparation for death, with.all ear- 
_ nefinefs ‘and application.’ God’s voice, by every fit 
ees ficknefs, isthat in Deut. xxxii29. “«O.that they 
e were wile, that they underitood this, that: they would 
Ae eak ~eonfider: their latter end?” God knows<our folly, 
and readinefs to fdtget' this -great work in the day 
of health ; -and therefore, in‘his - ‘mercy, he fends 
fieknefs - and affliction, to teach us fo to number 
‘our days that-we may apply our hearts co this piece: 
-of heavenly wifdom, of making preparation‘ ‘for death. 
a here:I thall drop, 1/7, Some motives to prefs- 
. edly, Advices for the doing ‘itarighe. 









f. For motives, confider thefe hings : iets Soe 
: iota God’s mercy and patience towards’ - 






i, in giving you fo many warnings, and fo m 
“scab for death ; andin fending his: ne 


i ee fo gently ane Net i 
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you to this work; when many younger and ftron- 
ger than you, are hurried into eternity, and little or 
no time given them tothink where they are going. 
Have you not been {pared many. years, in the midft 
of dangers, when you have feen that bold archer 
Death thooting his arrows, and killing thoufands of 
your neighbours. and friends round about you? 
Sometimes the arrow hath glanced over your head, 
and flain fome great man, your fuperior + Supietimaes 
it hath alighted at your feet, and cutoff a child ora 
fervant, your inferior: Sometimes it hath gonéby 
on your left hand, and killed your, enemy ; at other 
_ times it hath pafled on yourright hand and killed 
yournearrelations. So that you have feen friends 
and foes, fuperiors amd inferiors, relations and 
ftrangers dropping down dead round about you ; sand 
all this for along. tract of time, to give you warning _ 
to prepare for death. O let the goodnefs and forbear; 
ance of God, téwards you, lead: you to: nen 
and perfuade you to flee {peedily to Chrift, for relags ae 
and protection: from wrath. ees os 
adly, Confider how terrible death: will ee a & e. | 
meet you in an unprepared ftate, in a Chriftlefs = ea 
impenitent condition. Whata fearfulchangewill — 
it bring upon you! A change from earth to he age IRE 
- from hope to defpair, from pleafure to pain, from: . 
comforts to terrors; a changefrom the offers of grace, 
to the revelation of wrath: a change from probabi Sao 
ties, to. utter impoffibilities of falvation. © Death 
will cut off all your hopes and expectations of mercy 
for ever, Job xxvii. 8. There is no coming: back, to. 
| amend what hath been done amifs here; and 3 ie f 
is no work nor device in the grave, | whither you 
As the tree falls, fo will it lie, through 
Il. I come to give fome advices, in 
“right preparation a death. 1/7, Set < 
ar ion-work, Inquire if you be i : 
not ; if you be yet far off from God, or 
near by the blood of Jefus. “A 
irr pert - this pit and ° 
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out the truth of this important queftion. Be not 
foolifhly tender of yourfelf, and apt to believe that 
you are fafe, when it is not fo; for, this way, thou- 
tands do ruin themfelves. But be content to know 
the worlt of your cafe, and thoroughly to under- 
ftand your foul’s danger, that you may be moved 
to take the right way to eicape it. Wherefore take 
a view of the marks of Chriftlefs and unconverted 
-_perfons fet down in God’s word, and judge yourfelf 
oa by. hem: Abd coniden’alls the figns of true grace 
there recorded, and fee if they be applicable to you 
or VO as 
mae’, If alters inquiry, you find your ftate is bad ; 
that you have been a lover of the world, more than 
of God-; you have minded your body: more than 
‘your foul : -you have lived in the negleét of precious 
‘Chrift ; allowed -yourfelf in known fin: O then be 
of your -inability to help yourfelf, and 
bg of Chrift to-help you. And labour to be 
humbled before God, under a fenfe of your 
olly. © Ah, how fou Tly, how rebelliouf- 











igs = left undone the. work for which 


i my time given. ‘me, to ‘make predsrds 
ljefs éternity, and I have never minded 
now that -ficknefs, the ‘harbinger of death, is 
fate me : : Sea Bae elise ne I do to be 







Bane US st ee nar sak defers 


2? ©:do.you’ not ftand greatly in 
-perfon: as Chrift, to be your Saviour 
pehapest fach a vat aumber of fins? eo 


thankfully: have: ‘carried? Ihave abufed » 


o not fo many years’ fins need avery 


igl ie en ree na a Bek dagen your a 





- 


on 


is 





oe in be staahed to he fincer 
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3dly, O finner, art thou deeply. humbled, and de- 3 
firous of mercy upon any terms? Believe then, that ie 
thy cafe is not remedilefs, but that there is a facr ce 
provided for your fins, and un able and all. fufficien 
Saviourin your offer. Believe that the Lord Jefus 
_ Chrift is the Son of God, and become flefh to be a 
furety for you 3 that he is both able and willing to 
fave to the uttermoh all that come unto God by. 
him. Though your fins, your dangers. and your 
_fears, were never fo great, yet he is able and willing 
tofave. O flee prefently to this refuge-city, whofe 
gates are open to receive you. ‘T'ruft-your foul up- 
on Chrilt’s facrifice and meritorious blood, for mer- 
ey and falvation. Apply humbly to him, that be 
ey teach you the will of Sod, ive hove to his = 



























athh, Gitehup. vera to 
of covenant and folemn. _refignal 01 
doth this facramentally i in baptif 
alfo renew it perfonally and exp] 
give a cordial and veluntary confe 
nant of grace. Acqutiefce cheerfully inthe gofpel- 
way of falvation through Chrift and his righteouf 
nefs; and accept of God in Chrift, as th 
Make choice of God the Father, as 
ps on deed an SCRE ; and eae oe 





wife give up “hefele foul ee bodys, 
hhaft, to be the Lord’s ; engagi: 
firength, to live for Go 

newnels of life. And. ftudy 
ately, unfeignedly an 


times,. you have profane 
- behaved unfteadfaftly and 


sacle ies 
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- 5thly, Be living daily in the exercife of faith and 
‘repentance : renew the ats thereof frequently, in 
_ proportion to your renewed fins and guiltinefs. 
‘Cleave clofe to glorious Chri ft, your High Prieft and 
~ Surety, and be ever wafking in his blood. As long 
as you are in the world, youll need to waifh your 
feet, Jobn xiii. to. Come death when it will, letit 
find yon atthe fountain, always looking ‘to, and 
making: ufe of Jefus Chrit. You have great need 
‘ef Chrift every: day of your life, mere efpecially ia 
Aficknefs ; but meft of all ata dying hour. O what 
‘need will you have of Chrift, then, as an Advocate 
with God, whea the queftion is to be determined, 
_ Where your manfion is to be afigned, through all 
eternity, whether in heaven or hell? O then, be 
| ooking always to Chrift, with the eye of faith. Live 
in the conftant thoughts of this bleffed Mediator, 
set him be firft in your thoughts, in’ the morning, 
a ‘ae lafiin your thoughts, at night. — 
thy, Be ftriving to mortify every fin and luf, » 
‘both outward and inward. Be dying to fin daily, 
ee ea may not die for fin eternally. O that 
= be daily lofing its ftrength, and_ dying ia 
fo that it may be certainly dead before you. 
a Pray earneftly, that your fins may die, before you 
ie: ‘For, if bey ie not before you, but out-live the 






















Cite ae ‘Be not arxious for recovery to health ; but 
3 eave the iffue of the prefent. tsi to the sheil and 


E 4 leafure of the infinitely wife God. 433 
es y EMEMBER, O man, thou art the Si: ‘and 
~~ fR Godis the Potter ; he is abfolute Lord of 
y icon times, vharéfere® learn to-adore his fove-__ 
- reignty over thee, and all thy enjoyments. _ David 
‘did fo, when he faid, * Lord, my times are in thy 4 
hand,” Pfal.*xxxi. ry. “And indeed they are ong | 
Ba a hand, for he beft knows how to difpefeet 
. them. ¥ Phe: propher auth Ha. ca “The: 










Jy in ficknefs and affliaion, to have low, fubmiffive 


er fhall give ordery:concerning thee. 


eS -O but fin is a far worfe difeafe, than 
the world } beg importunately, that 
‘Gcian ete, cure this woful foul-dife 
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Lord is a God of judgment, bleffed are they that 


wait for him.” Judgment there fignifies wifdom : © 
The Lord isa Ged of wifdom, and will order and 


time all things well ; and therefore it becomes u¢ 
quietly to wait for his. pleafure, faying, ‘ The will 
of the Lord be done.’ Itis taken notice of, asa 


great fin in the Ifraelites, that they waited notfor _ 


his counfel,- but limitted the holy One of Ifrael, 


Pfal. Ixxviii. 41. Whatan unaccountable folly.and 
prefumption is it, for worms of the earth, to feek to. 


5 


tint and limit the Sovereign’ of heavén,-to their’ 


meafures ! It becomes us at all times, and efpecial= 


thoughts of ourfelves, and high exalted thoughts of - 


‘God’s fovereignty, -fuch as’ Nebuchadnezzar’ had, 


Dan. iv. 35. “ And all the inhabitants of the earth | 


are reputed as nothing: And he doth according to 
his_will.in- the army of heaven, -and among the in- 


habitants of the earth : and none canflay his hand, 


iy unto him, What doft thou?? We: fhould 
@fore refer all to his wife determination;and be 
willing to die or live, as he fhall be pleafed to ap- 
“point. I remember I have read of a godly woman, | 
who, in her ficknefs, being afked by. one; Whe 
fhe was mot defirous to die, orto live? She < nfwe 
ed, ‘Ihave no choice in that matter, but refer m1 
felf to the will of God.? § But, (faid the other) fa 
pofe God fhould ‘refer it to you, whether to die, o1 
to live, which of them would you choofe? If God — 










ad 


(replied the) fhould refer it to me, . would even Te- 
ter it back again to. him.’ It becomes | thee, O- ie 


man, to be entirely reGpned: to the: will o 
Maker, and to ftand’like.a fentinel -in’ ‘thy f 
ready to move, as thy great General ; 


pleafant, and acceptable to God, to 
-defirous to be delivered from fin, tha 


oh 












as pe 


se 


= 
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do with the body what he: pleafeth. This was Da- 
' -vid’s prattice'in his affli@ion, Pfal. xxv. 18.‘ Look 
_ upon my affliction, and my pain; and forgive all 

-my fin.” As for his pains and afflictions, he afks 
no more, but that God would regard them, and 
look upon them, and do with them.as he thought 
fit; but, as for his fins, no lefs will fatisfy him than 
a pardon, and blotting them entirely out, foas they 
viiictan be remembered no more. 





Direct. V. Bind yourfelf with holy purpotes and rofolutions, 
in Chrift’s ftrength, to be more watchful againft fin, more 
- diligent in duty, and to improve the time of health better, 
__ if God fhall be pleafed to reftore it again to you. 
‘AJ HEN God is vifiting your iniquities with 
/¥ rods, and pleading a controverfy with you 
iS your omiffions and flacknefsin duty, he expects » 
that you will return from your back-flidings, and fet 
about a ferigus reformation and change of life. 
 Hofeav.1 ee | will go, and return to my place, 
till they acknow wledge their offence, and feek my 
face: In their affli@ion. they will feek me early.” 
See then that you open your ear to difcipline ; 
ftudy to anfwer God’s call and expeftation, and in 
“his. firength tefolve to enter upon a new _ life. 
, Surely now it is meet to be faid unto God, I have 
borne chaftifement. I will not. offend any more. 
- "That which I fee not, teach thou me: If 1 have 
. done iniquity, I will do fo no more,” Job, xxxiv. 31, 
32. Now is the. feafon you fhonld fay with 
_ Ephraim, Hofea xiv. 8. “What have I to do ane 
ae nes with idols 2”? « . 
-. .. Having duly pransined Hernia and fearched 
gut your fins, you ought to puta bill of divorce in- 
to each of their hands. Deliberately refolve again{t 
all your fins, whether fecret, or open ; and efpecial- 
. dy. refolve againft your darling atid beloved ee 
 ghefe fins of which do moft eafily befet you. . 
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you: have been formerly ehticed:; fay now with 
David, Pfal. cxix. 115. *¢ Depart: ate me, ye evil 
doers: For I will keep the icsie aie of my 
God. 4s : 
You mutt. not only warped to forfake-all-fin, bur 
=e to-mind, every known duty: That you will 
make religion your one thing needful.; the pleafing . 
of God,,the chief .bufinefs. of your, life ;. that you 
will. fet. the. Lord always before you, give. him your 
heart in all duties, aim at nearnefs and. communion 
with.God in every. one of them; and ftill prefs for-. 
ward to. the fulk Se bias of God in Reatees 
through eternity. , 
Refolve alfo, through.grace, that you: will, ina. 
fpecial manner, mind fecret duties, which the eyes 
of mendo not obferve, and. thefe duties which cons. 
{cience. doth moft, challenge you: for neglecting. 
_ And youthat are heads of families, refolve to make 
more confcience of family-religion, of worfhipping 
God. with your families, both morning and even- 
ing ; inftructing your children and fervants i in the 
knowledge of Chrift, and recommending religion 
and godiinefs. to all round about you, whether rela- 
tions or ftrangers. - . 
And if you would have your refolytions eanek Pe 
fee that they be accompanied with a deep fenfe of 
your infufficiency to perform them. in your own 
ftrength. Bear always in mind the corruption and — 
-deceitfulnefs of your own heart, and makeallyour 
refolutions ina humble dependence on the fufficien- — 
cy of Jefus Chrift your furety. Obferv: the apof 
tle Paul’s advice to his fon Timothy, 2 'Tim.: | 
“Be flrong inthe grace that is in Jefus, Chrift 
your ftock, O believer, i is in his hand, fothar Ww 
him you can do nothing ; but, t throu: rh 
Us dsp you, Miss. be able: to. do all th 
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Dinecr. VI, Set your houfe in order, by making your;lat~ 
» ter-wills, and fettling your domeftic and fecular ‘affairs, 
- while you. have frcedomand, capacity for doing it. 


A FTER the heart. is fet in order, the next 

“work is to fet your houfe in order, according 
£0 6 Gud’s countel to Hezekiah, .Ifa. xxxviit. 1. It is 
‘recorded of the patriarch Abraham,. that he was 
careful to fettle the affairs of his family before his 
death, Gen: xxv. 5; 6. He difpofed of his eftate 
to Haac,.and legacies to the fons of his concubines. 
It is too general a fault, that’men delay and put off 
making their wills, ag they do their repentance, to 
the very laft, and fo too frequently never make them 
at all.. Confider the evil of deferring or negleéting 
this neceflary affair: For if you,.upon whom God 
_ kath beftowed means, fhall die inteftate, your eftate. 
may defcend. otherwife than you intended ; much of 
it may be {pent in tedious and. expenfive law -faits : 
fuch differences may fall out among relations, that 
fhould live in friendfhip and’ mutual affection, as 
_ eannot:be healed ; fome of them may be reduced to. 
ay ‘extreme want,. amen a {mall legacy «might have put 

them in-a way of living :. And many fuch incon. 
mas emanates may follow.. Well then, if your neglect 
bring on thefe evils, and involve pofterity: 











into endlefs ftrifes and- contentions ; may you not 


jully fear that the guilt thereof will purfue you into 
“another world, whofe wretched ‘carelefinels: ‘Was the . 
occafion of all that mifchief? 
Pray, what is the reafon that men pnt off ‘This af- 
| fair ? Is it not, becaufe they’ do not incline to think: 
7 b. ferioutly on death, as this will occafion them to 
do? Doth not. this fmell of abominable earthly-. 
| ndednefs, and fpeak as ifa man defired all his 
portion in this life, and cared not for a better ? and 
the is fo far from preparing for death, that he 
cannot endure to think of-it ? Alas that this worldly _ 
difpoftion: fhould fo far prevail among us! But furely | 
Cee ‘is no aemale man will eS that She pees, of — 
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diftance ; re pa that preparing for death, and making 
our wills, will bring on death the fooner. . 

It were furely belt to order our affairs timeoufly ; 
yea, do it intime of health, rather than delay it un- 
toa fick bed, cra death-bed ; for either you may 
be fnatched off fuddenly, and have no time for it; 
or you may be taken with fuch a diftemper as hall 
feize your tongue, fo as you cannot’ exprefs your. 
mind ; or feize your underftanding, fo as you can- 
not rationally difpofe of your effeéts. And though 
‘norte of thefe fhould happen, yet certainly it proves . 
a great difturbagce to a dying man, to be ecafting 
up, ordering’ and fettling the: affairs of his family, 
when he thould be fecuring a heavenly manfion for — 
his foul, and clearing up his evidences thereunto. 


Ttis great wifdom to put this affair by hand; that — 


you may have as little to do with the world as may 
be, and all occafions of diftraGtion to your immortal _ 
foul may be prevented, when it is near to its fiiog 
into an eternal and unchangeable flate. 
Moreover, in fettling your fecular affairs, obferve 
thefe following advices. 1. Make your wills cheer- 
fully, and freely lay down whatever you ‘enjoy, 
when God calls you to it. Praife God that you” 
had thefe things while you needed them ; and wl 








youhave no longer ufe for them, leave ‘them with: | 


out repining, to thefe that come after you. ‘Look 
- not back to Egypt, when you are upon sa march 
to Canaan. | x 
2dly, See that you deal jualy, im stovidile 
your family, paying all your jatt debts, bias 


reftitution if you have wronged any. - Abhor’ val ¢ Be, 


figns of defrauding any of your lawful credit ors : 
For, if your laft act fhould be unjuft, you lear 
‘upon your name here ; and fince you cannot re 
of this wickednefs, it being among your laf 
you expofe yourfelf to a féartul doom int 
é whither you are going. rie ie 
. gal Lys Tn fettling your eftates, fee chat € od and. 
rood ries: be not forgot nor left out.  \ % 
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are leaving thie world, and can glorify God no longs 
er here by your .words or actions, fee to honor the 
Lord with your’ fubltance, by leaving fome. part 
thereof to a pious and charitable ufe. I know, it 
is a work of charity to give for maintaining the 
“bodies of the poor ; and efpecially the poor of God’s 
- people, who belone to his family : But it is much 
‘more pious and charitable, to leave fomewhat for 
propagating Chriftian knowledge in dark places, for 
educating poor children to read the {eriptures, and 
inftruaing ignorant fouls-in the knowledge of Jefus 





: _ Chrift. tt is much to be lamented, that fo many 





rich men amnong us die, and leave nothing to fuch 


ee pious ufes. The liberality of papifts on their death- 
Bede. may give aifharp challenge to many profefled 










proteftants. O what a fhame is it to the profeffors 
of the dodtrine of grace,’ that the falfe doétrines of 
merit. and purgatory fhould produce fo many dona- 
tions and’ mortifications among the papifts, and the 
_ faith of Chrift’s moft glorious gofpel fhould not do 
the like among true believers ! Shall the proud con: 
- ceit of merit, andthe imaginary fear. of purgatory, 


prompt. ‘men todo more this ways than the certain 


{uafion. of. the.love of God in Chrift, and the 
grounded hope of eternal life through the alone 
erits s of Jefus Chrift.?’O. hat: a- ich is ee to 


Is; that a great part of our teftaments 


ae ind Autres sil fhould confift of foleran charges, 


d exhortations and bleflings to our children, or 


. at ofé.to whom. we. bequeath any legacy ; fo as 
- theyecan never open our teftaments, or. look into 
_ them, but they might ear fomething that may make 


ee 


reflions on their fouls, for their {piritual edifica- 


- tener for: quickening them to the diligent pracs 
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Containing re pavicuier Dien to theft 
who are fparply ao ‘with Sapeie and : 
long Trouble. 


Dingcr. e Jenety ‘God in the gal afflictions which 1 be 
: : fal you. 
1HOUGH: God thould condemn you, fee than | 
you acquit him, and fay, he is righteous 1 inall » 
his dealings. When the church was under the 
heavielt diftrefs, fhe finds caufe to jahify God, Lam. 
i. 18. “The Lord is righteous, for Ihave rebell- 
ed apainft his commandment.” “So doth godly 
Nehemiah, Neh. ix. 33. “ Howhbeit fou art Abe Mee 
all that is brought upon us; for thouhaft done 
right, but we have done wickedly.’ ” The fame doth 
-holy David acknowledge, ‘Pfal. cxix. 75. ““Iknow, 
‘O Lord, that thy judgments are. right, and that ie 
faithfulnefs thou hait afflif&ted me.” Now,in order 
to bring you to this agreeable frame, and to ‘convince no 
you of the equity and’ jultice of God in his difpenta- as 
- tions, however heavy and lone your diftrefs te 1. 
thall lay before you the. following confiderations : 
‘rf, Confider the infinitely holy and right us 
ture of that God who fmiteth thee, Pfal. cxix 
« Righteous art thou, O Lord, and upr 
judgments.” We prefume it of a rig 
that he will do righteous things 5 : 
amuch more believe fo of a holy and rig ee as 
BA cannot be infallibly certain yee. : 
ia will always do fo; fora righteous 
ae his righteoufnefs, "becaufe the creat 
= : but God is immutably righteot 3 {0° 
may be confident of it, that the Judge of: 
~ earth will do right, for it is impofibl Sy, 
_ otherwife,. Zech. tii. 5. “The jul Lord is 
midft thereof, he will, not do. ‘iniquit renee © 
“Rot, he cannot; for it is contrary to 
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adly, Confider that God. never brings on any af- 
fli@ion without a caufe, 1 Cor. xi 30. “ For this 
caufe many are fick.’ He hath ftill juft ground 
for the heayielt affli@ton, from thy fins and provo- 
«ations, and may always fay to thee, as to Ifrael, 
Jer. ii. 17. 19. “ Haft thou not procured this unto 
thyfelf, in that thou haft forfaken the Lord thy God, 
when he led thee by the way ? ‘Thine own wicked- 
nefs fhall. corre& thee, and thy backflidings fhall re- 
prove thee: know therefore, and fee, that it is an 
_ evil thing and bitter, that thou. haft forfaken the 
Lord.” There is ftill ground enough for afflic- 
tion to be found in the beft of God’s people ; -and 
therefore i it isfaid, Lam, iii. 33. ‘ For he deth not 
affli& willingly, nor grieve the children of men.” 
No ; it is our fins that oblige him to it. . As Chrift 
whipped the fellers of oxen and fheep, out cf the 
temple-with a whip (as-is generally. thought) made 
of ‘their own cords : ig.God. never fcourgeth us ‘but 
"with a whip made of our own fins, Prov. v. 22. 
oe His own iniquities fhall take the wicked himfelf, . 
and he fhall be holden with the cords of his fins.” If 
we ‘confider the mighty God as a Lord difpenfing 
grace, then we find he aés dovereigalyssa and accord- 
- ing to his will and pleafure, Matth, xi..26. ) Even 
fo, Father, for fo it feemeth good in thy fight.” 
But, i if we confider him as a Judge difpenfing judg- 
ments, -he never doth it without a foregoing caufe on 
creature’: 'S part. God’s treafure of mercy is al- 
| ways. full and ready to be let out to them that feek 
Saas but his treafure of wrath is empty till men fill it 
up by their fins, Rom. it. 16. “’Thou treafureft u 
se wrath againft the day of wrath.” We 
always rovide fewel for God’s wrath before it 







idle an out uponus. . 

3dly, Confider Bither this inftance ob God’s equi- 

that: when there is a caufe. given, God doth not 

-fently take it, but: ‘continues to threaten oft, and _ 

rn vo eae he execute the fentence- isd He 
I. cm foads leffer ftrokes as detain of gre ate 
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er, if we repent not; and he repeats “his warnings: 
many times, both. by his word and providence, be- 
fore helfmite. Yea, even when repeated warnings | 
arerflighted, he delays a long t'me, anid’ ‘waits to be 
gracious, Ifa. xxx. 18. And when man’s obftinacy 
arid? incorrigiblenefs artive to fich a height, that he 

can fpare no longer ; yet, how loth‘is Ne to ‘give 
them up to fevere judgments ! 1 Hof. xi.'8. How 
fhall: give theeup, Ephraim ? How hall I deliver 
thee, Ifrael ? How thall I. make thee as Admah ? Ng 
How fhall I fet thee as Zeboim ?'Mine heart is’ 
turned within me, my repentings are kindled togeth- 

er.” When the Lord hath finners in his arms, 
ready to give them up’ to’ fevere judgments, yet he 
makes a ftand, and would fain be prevented before’ 
hesproceed to his -ftrange work ; for fo he calls his 
atts of judgment, Ifa. xxviil. 21. -A@s of metcy 
are rae nes molt agreeable and pleafant to God,' 









Micah vi. He delighterh in -miercy : but” es : 
judgmentis: hie ftrange a@, and his flrange work. us 7 
4thly, Confider, that when at laft he fends ftrokes: | 
on us, they are always. {hort of the caufe ; heex-. 
acts not the whole debt that finners owe tohis juf 
tice, as Ezra doth. acknowledge, Egra ix. 13. * Thou 
haft punifhed us lefs than our iniquities deferve.”” a 
The ftroke. he there is {peaking of, wasamoltheavy 
judgment ; fearful ruin and defolation came uf 
Jerufalem, and the whole land of Judah; the city 
temple: were burnt to athes, the people carried to 
tives toa ftrange land, and treated as bond flaves. gany) 
among. the Heathens: Yet, faith the holy _ ‘ m fies 
* Thou batt punifhed us lefs than our iniquities de= 
ferve.”. g. d. It is true, we have been carried to- 
Babylon; but in juftice we might have been fentt 
hell :. our houfes were burnt, but our Reis: mighi 


tery but we. might have been drinking loo. 
hi Sud dite burdens on sap tues 
fave been- > groaning in hell: We were banifhed. 
. ae temple, ms we meh have beset mnal- 
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ly banithed from God's .prefence.” We “think it a 
_ great favor among men; when any ‘punifhment ig: 
_ mitigated, ‘when. the. fentence: of death: tis chailged 
into banifhment, or when banithment:is turned into 
 ayfine ; or a great fine is.made fmaller: And. will 
you think that God deals feverely or .rigoroufly 
with you, when he lays you. ona. fick-bed, :when-he 
might juftly:have laid .you in ell, and poured.out 
- all his,wrath upon you there ‘?' You:but tatte ofithe 
brim of the cup, when God. might: caufe eden drink 
of the bottom and dregs.thereofsd; 9) 7” 
/ _ Have you not, cauie-then to acknowledge. Gad? s' 
rs jultice, nay, éven. his mercy: too; in-his dealings. with 
_* you, however rough, they feem to be’? May yownot, 
«\ with good,reafon fay, any. thing | lefs than <helbis a 
mercy to fuch an ill-deferving creature as Tam:?. 

x “ifeven a.hard- hearted: Pharaoh, under diftrefs,:came 
coe the length . -t0 own the juttice of ‘God, Exod. ixe.27. 

“Thaye-finned.s the-Lord‘is righteous: fhall any 
profeffe Cena: fall thort of that area BP 
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vy affliction, and Sowa of sane ‘and aa onectned= 
is unde ‘ite aug } t ep ne ® oth 
aes Tis afin to faint aah neaiy affiaion,' bi it is. 

" d aduty to’ “feel it, “Heb. SF ‘My fori, def- 


cil 









san “ fe. not ti nou: the pape ed le Lord, for hor faint - 
‘i - svhen thou art ‘rebuked.o ‘him2” mi “The ‘Apoftle 


t there "doth caution again two “extremes which 
“y ee Vasas™ the rod ‘holla: be careful to 







1. Def ing I ) OF affliction. 
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a i aft tion; mie ‘as ori “neliase ie aa : Y 
: reby he was difpleafed TOL when we. refa veto. 
“the. trial, by the: ftreng th of our own refolu- 
an Mlout-heartedels,' t isond locking “to God 
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for fupporting grace ;: Or when we turn fupia arid 
infenfible-undet the ‘heavy’ and:long continued rod. 
Thisdefpifing and fighting ‘of the rod, is not pa- 
tience, but-ftupidity ; itis not Chriftian magnanimi- : 
ty,'but a ftoical: temper Of: mind, mot finful and — 
provoking to God. We {ee how angry God is with 
sinners, when his ftrokes are not felty Ifa. xli. 25. 
*¢ He hath poured upon him the fury of his anger’; 
and it hath fet him on fire rourid about, yet he: gael, 
ot ;-and it hath burned him, yet he laid it. notto. 
heart.” Jer. v. 3. “ Thou hak ftricken. them, But 
they have not’grieved ; thou haft confumed ther, 
but they have refufed to receive correction: thé 
have made their faces’ harder. than a rock, they’ have 
refufed to:return.”  "There’is little hope | aft ‘a fcholar 
minding his leffon, that is: regardlefs of Ney a | 
It isa’ dreadful fign:to be like Pharaoh, fleeping in» 
our fs, when God is thundering im his wrath. He _ 
that: will fleep when his ‘houfe is on fire, or lie fall 
am bed, as tif he, was’ ‘not concerned, ‘may 2 affiredly 
expeétito be.confumed imirs’ flames.’ As J David 
could not bear it, when the theflengers, he fent tothe 
Ammonites out ‘of good will, were affi jodie hay 
defpifed ; fo neither will God endure it, ° whe he 
meflengers he fends to. finners are lighted ; 3 for he 
that flights a.meflenger, affronts his matter. ia 
who make light of affliction, ‘make lightof'G. pe a i 
fends, it,,and make light of fin that procuresit. 7 
» » Quel: Bat,. none is it that People ple aré{u eee 
eoncerned under..a he ayy red? Aifie. When they > 
fone God's bend hae ti d? Ss poles ova hiser wen < 
hind to know his. mind, us to do thee 
as and seform thele things be is i 


we nn ef, every’ affiidion is a meffen 
God, an n iy tip rom yous | 

to. thee with fuch a) meflage as Ehud did to E 
YY ad Ok 20. “J have an. errand : ea God 

hee, 0 cing 2? deans a miele ae sa od bi 01 Liss z 
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~ hearkea. with reverence afid attention to: this er- 
rand; fay, ‘ Speak, Lord, for thy fervant heareth, 
“what. woulda thou have me to do.?? Believe it, 
- that God fpeaks as really to yow by his: rod, as by 
bis word ; therefore he fays, “« Hear, ye the rod.” 
God fpake as truly.by his. ten plagues to Egypt, as 
he did by his ten precepts to Ifruch And if the 
calm. voice of the word. were more regarded, we 
fhould hear lefs of the rough voice af the rads. Ais 
Gideon took briers and. See of the wildernefs, 
-and with .them. taught the’ mem of Succoth; who 
wold not saljes taught by.faixer -means, Judges »viit. 
¥6. fo.God , takes the tharp prickles of. fore afilic- 
Bet to each you his. ftatutes, when you will not 
be taught fofter . methods. Beware: then of 
pel ould ey God's *s Spirit, by turning ftupid and infenfi- 
, ;ble under. fharp. or long continued trials’: But, the 
_ More pains God is at with you by. his rod, hearken 
ey the PRE. carefully, to his voi¢e); and labor to make 
Ea, ae proficiency i in: the {chook ‘of »affiGion, 
“here he thinks. fit. to /continue: you ;:that fo you 
may inherit that blefing, Pfal. xciv. 12. *¢-Bleiled 
ae. he man whom. thou- ray Be so ‘Lord, aes , 
rad tue I im out of thy lawe?ty ihe i Se fers 3 
ing? ut ORES epee os abast “gi Og: xe 
eer. Tits Beware! of mifconitrudting God's: eling t 
ie gy : te Pe a yaras ‘you yand ef charging! him foolithly.... - a io 
NWT Eare apt to believe Satan's fuggettions unr 
der heavy trials, and to’ €ntertain wro ng 
ghts of God and his difpenfations. on bee | 
ight to guard againft ; as, tor’ nce, 1/2, 
of energie oughts, as if there 
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go derve oes gees yhat pro ‘is it, that we have — 
Ne kept his. ordinances, coe waned mournfully before 
the’ Lord ‘of Hofts !” Yea, even the 


¥ bebe pompare: his own fharp trials ie | 
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wicked’s eafe‘and profperity, is tempted to think al? 

religion in vain, and fay;: Pfal. Ixxiii. 13, Ife 

“ Verily I have cleanfed my hea#t in vainy ‘and wa 

ed my hands in innocency, / For all the day” long: 
ave Il been plagued, and chaftened every morn- 

_ ing.” But thefe are nothing but the hellith fuggef- 

tions of Satan, that irrecon¢ileable enemy of God, 

and precious fouls; et which we out | clofely 

flop our eats. 

_adly, Bewsre of charging Gea in your Hearts: 
wit rigor’ ‘or injultice: in his: dealing, like | thefe, db, ! 
Ezek. ‘Vl. 2Ei. ° Tor ye fo, the way of 3 the: Lord is 
not equal. How highly” unjult and ‘injurious; are. 
fuch thoughts to him, who is: the Judge: of Pan the 
earth, and cannot dobut right! x ge 

 gdly, Beware-of ‘thinking that Leavy aft yns: 
always fone ‘wrath in God againft thee : No, fome 
_ times they fpeak forth love, and God may be carry 
ing on’a@ love-defign thereby to thy foul, ‘vig. t o fubs 
due thy’ ftrong. lufts;\and draw thee nearer unto 
himielt ‘As for thefe who think that the farting va 
and divine love cannot dwell aye let the d 
that hei gi ‘Heb, xis ay 6. the Bison ae a 














ing safle oe egy nor: pico when sees waked 
of him. © ‘For whom the Lord loveth, he dialtencth 3 

ae! f{eourgeth: every’ et whonr he receiveth. a MES 
% a di fs 


ehts of God, binthes Gacy Alcea: 
yeady: to raze the found ation, — “quit their inte ey 
God, and the promifés, and ¢ ft away their h 
pr schstameronie bei, ¥ h ¢ : 
Ob my . Lord, of 
vil befallen us 
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eunect. TY, Under. fore trouble and, diftrefs, labor to exer- 
= cife a {trong and. lively faith, 
ii Ts was a noble: and heroic refolution i in that Luly. 
A. man Job, under his fingular trials, Job xiii. 15. 
Though he flay me, yet will Etruft in him. gq. d. Let my - 
ftrokes be never fo fore and heavy, yet I will not let _ 
go my grips of his word and promifes ; 1. will not 
raze thefe foundations of my.hope.. It: was the 
way the Pfalmift kept himfelf from finking under 
his heavy burdens, Pfal. xxviii. 13.1 had fainted, — 
- unlelsL bad Aled to fee the goodnefs, of the Lord, in the 
land. of ‘the living.  Confider but alittle, the noble 
influence that faith hath to. Arengthen pad. fapport 
ihe foul under fore trials. 
1f, Faith grips to. the great colek: promife of 
—, CAcation in and through Jefus Chrift, and fo fecures 
ee: tS foals main, intereft through, eternity 3 which 
may mal ube fouleafy inevery low 
dly, Faith: views: God in Chrift,.at the hee, ip he 
ite! a . fo it seria as feeing him whe i is 


‘Heb. xi. 
Faith: cats ih foul’s anchor: upon the Rock 
AYRES, ana © ftays. itfelf on God, and the faithful 
. prom s 3. Whereby the foul is-eafed and. difourden- 
od.of its fae saoslanebolr eeprcheshins Pfal- 
Pood ifa hOx &: AF ; 
thlyy Faith: brings new firength | and ‘ausiliary 
Ma plies of grace from heaven, when, the former fup- 
A ply i is ex, autted and fpent ; whereof, David had the 
ee eet experience, Pfal, gone 13- As God doth 
bite ane age oh loa athe site fo het is Ma 0 


Ma 
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sthlyy: Faith keeps the foul from Ginking under 
heavy trials, by bringing in former experiences of 
the power, mercy and faithfulnefs of God to the af- 
fliéted foul: Hereby was the Pfalmitt. fupported in 
-diftrefs, Pfal. xii. 6. Pfal. Ixxxvii. 4. O,- faith 
faith, remember what God: hath done both-for thy. 
outward: and inward man ;:he-hath not-only deliv- 
ered, thy bedy when in trouble, but be hath done 
great things for thy foul ; he hath: brought thee out 
of a ftate of blackynature, entered: into a. covenant- 
selation with thee, and: made his: goodnefs pafs be- 
fore thee; he hath helped.thee to pray, and:many: 
times hath heard thy prayers and thy tears. Hath 
he not formerly brought thee out of the horrible» 
pit, and out of the miry. clay, and put a new fong 
in thy mouth, and made thee to refolve: never to- 





give way to fuch unbelieving doubts and fears ¢ ae Ra 


gain? And how unhecoming is it for bons fsaie te meet 
fink introuble> wel Usig ea, 
6thly, Faith fupports the Sul, By giving ita s pleat: 
ant view and: profpect of a happy. ot yutgate from all 
trouble ; when itfhall be admitted to fee and dwell 
with Chrift .hereafter. Thus was. Job-fup 
his: greatelt. diftrefs, Job. xix. 25, 26, Py eae 1 
know that my Redeemer-liveth ; and that. hey nalk 
ftand atthe latter day upon, the earth—Whom'ih _ 
fhall fee for. myfelf, and mine eyes {hall behold,” ‘ 
fe. A believing view of the foui’s” meeting with 
its. Redeemer, and receiving, a crown of glory from 
_ him at laft, is an excellent fupport to.a Chriftian un. _ 
_ der the heavielt atidtion:, 3 and fo was ‘Paul 
2. Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
_ athiy, Faith gives ‘great: fapport, ‘br 
ing reprefentations i it makes of Chrift,. ndiofithis. 
 aeakie concefn od she ‘belieren — : ider afflice 
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kim in ee. ewn appomted: eek whieh it gy bee 
cometh him.to wait or. | 
-2dly, Faith reprefents’ ‘Chil as putting in ig ie. 
mighty arm-under the believer’s head, and convey- 
ing invifible ftrength to- fupport get hold him up: 
mider his greateft preflures. / 6. © 
$dly, Faith:reprefents Chrift as baal the afs 
Ged believer’s caufe with God; and aniwering all: 
the charges of the:law, the: chalienges of eee gr 
and aceufations of Satan againft him: F 
| 4tblys Faith reprefents Chrift: as- ftanding by the 
fhirpaedaie av refiner where; his gold is melting ; ~ 
carefully overfeeing the trials of his people, that 
they miay: work for their good; and ready to bring 
them out thereof, when they are. nanny erase) 
from theirsdref 2) 25:0) 2mene, es woes 
 gthly, Faith’ reprefents: ‘Chri as finiling-on. his - 
under the ‘erofs;. whifperinge peace’ into their 
ear, gnd fayings Welt nes ines goad and faithful: fervant. 
: us STH ATS arse 
Drscr., vi ator: paren foie patience whatever ‘load: of 
Fe {co sbablepshe dated appoints tet yous 
MAP E will perhaps. ebferve: fome: who ave 
¥y- ftrangers: to religiori: contentedly enduring 
ery painful evils';and this they may do by a 





| dcadictra! hardinefs and refolntion whichfome are 


endowed with, or upon-the account of arguments 
farnifhed by “haman* prudence’: ‘This is. only pas 
tience as a moral virtue, which fome attain to. But: 
atience- as a fpiritual grace, or a fruit of the- 
it, which we muft:aim‘at under our trials ; that: 





x -wemay bear them contentedly from*divine princi« 


eS bauer’ todivineends.. Now this grace of patience we 
mu Sear sery Fue from Ge" “under: tonne sere 
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so ¢ Confider® the- ‘ patience” ‘of earls rd yeti rS 
Chrift under fufferings ‘inexprefibly” Breater that: 
yours, When it pleafed the Lord* to bruife hin, 
and'put him to grief ; how patiently ‘dig he bear all ? 
according to that remarkable word, Ha. li.’ ae 
“ He was opprefled, and he ‘was affisted; yet" ‘he 
opened not his mouth ; ke is brought as @ lamb to. 
the flaughter, and as. a ‘fheep before her fRearers is 
dumby fo he’ opened not ‘his mouth.” “Now; Chrift 
faffered'as an example ofj ‘patience, though it'was not 
his’ chiefend 5 and furely all the ‘members of th : 
body fhould’: fluidy to imitate the head in patience. 3 
Did your bleffed Saviour patiently endure fuch ago- 
nies and preflures of wrath for you ; “and, will’ yoo 
decline to undergo fome { fhort 8 ahs or _ficknefs 3 in 
obedience to his comma = enue leocep ik 
- 2ally, «Confider God 
isthe: ‘great Potter, and’ you" re 
may heinot do-with’ you as 
—_— offend he biodes 
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deve sande oie wane “horfes dade ‘you, an 
fometimes ufiréaforiably'? ‘Yet they be 

and make no 'refiftancé. Shall they ti 
their mafter’; and: will’ not you from: 
that has far tore powerover you? If; 
hey eet ae children or 


ania you: : I Baeh hath gee a a 
erty in you, | than yer i in your id 
| ws, sl yo a aa at ert 
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areafon, why. he flighted the,rage of the poptiand 
emperor, and all: hits: outward: troubles Chey: are 
all Tittle. tO me, becaufe: fin is fo. weighty on me. 
Hence it was that Paul complained | not-at all of: his: 
fofferings, for. as. great’ as. they were-; but he cried 
out. much.:of his fins, Rom. Wiis ictus td. auretched man: 
that I am, who fpall deliver me from’ the body of this 
aeath ! Senfe of-fin: dotli: fwallowjnp. the fenfe ‘of af- 


- fiistiion, as the« ocean doth litile: brooks. 4 For; with: 
- whom, fhouldf thou: quarrel, bat, thyfelf, when thou 


pelt. ‘troubles on» thyfel£?' ‘This : confideration’ 
id bring thee torrefolve:and: fay, with’the proph- 
Micah. vii. ge: J. will bear: the indi igriptjon: of the 
|  becaufe T have fanned. againft him: 

eh bys. Confider, how “fharp foever’ the pains are, 
you are called to: bear, yet they fall infinitely fhort 
you, have. juttly deferved: at God's hands: 
‘infinite mercy: that. deathand: everlafting 
shave mot, been’ your portion long -fince sg: 
| are not now Lamhe -under the extrem- 
di sitlt im: avo raed bite egeebe , 

-and his, angels. ; “ind confequent- | 
eats een (of (this, is- kool: a great 
grand i fo, fax, from: ‘being ground of quarrel- 
Ls e.greatelt: fufferer pa cuip fide helly-hath: 
ufe to admire God’s clemency in: dealing: cece 
y_with him than-he gc ch . 

Co peas Os ini, sa acai that" ‘ioe: 
7 sa oe ya there 
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which were the. due. demerits of your: fins, and to i 
which you might Yong: 2 ag _have been juftly. con- 
demned, had it net’ been: or the’ patience. and long-. 
fuffering of Almighty ‘God, who » -waiteth to be 
: gracious to guilty finners. “When: you confider thefe 
things, 3 sifeed of: ‘being diffatisfied with the divine 
difpenfations, you, shave caufe to _blefs God, that 
matters’ are not worfé,with you ; and that you are 
kept out. of, hell to this day, where. thoufands, no 
more guilty. than. you, are prefently roaring. in end- 
eG defperation. ©. : 
- Unto thefe Gontide stay 4, fall fabjoit Brie fe 
helps. or advices, in’ otder'to thé attaining of 
tience under fore troubles. 1, Labor to. get pardo 
of fin and peace with God, fecured to. thy: foul, 
and this will enable you to, bea 1¢_heayieft crofs 
with patience: “Hence it 38 t her cried, 
6 ee as thou wilt, 1 “ 












the: ‘crowning pte are 
shiggs i sill “fivallow ai quiz 
I will welcoine the prunin: 
fear of the bloody ax to fell ine a 3 
_ +-2s Labor to fee God" “hand in 
not, like the ‘dogs fr iar) dt the’ 
oe harid'that throws it 


rerbaibtaees ‘of thy 3 a 
vid, 'Pfal “XEXIX:' 9 
mouth,” becanfe 

in its anc a Cay 
raed id the. 







"ep, Afhit ed Marx's, shine. 


‘but awill break before-he bow, , Hencerwedee avait 
di iffer erence betwixt ig oud Pharaoh,: -and an humble- 
Eli, under the-rod :. "The one fays, Who isthe Lord, 
that I rill ap he Butythe.other faith, It is. the: 
Lord, let him do. what . leemeth him. good, 

4. Get. love to Jefus ¢ Chrift.. Love isan enduring 
principle, 1 Cor. xii. 7. It éndureth all-things. It 
makes the, foul, like the kindly- child, draw meaner to. 
Chrift, the more Shas DOALER, | id nce 

5. Inter] ret_God’s, 8, Ways. and Aealuce. swith you 
alas in the beit fenfe. And, lafily, Be earneft in: 
er, that-God may conquer..your rebellious will, 
ad faba ne.  thofe - pees Piaia of heart within 
you ogee piauoaee 793 
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Hepat 4 3 eae envyi & is ‘men, } v1 aya fee 
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\HE. pent ate, ‘he was chaftened. every: 
;, Mokning an din Last ad early: was liable 
8H Peal, Lxality 30:5 L coms ervioussas she fool 
mae etl erity of the« »  ~ Corrupt 
th Keng aneline 3 us. to this firfub, difpofi- 
he day ‘of fore, affliétion ; for she. 
luflerh toenvy,. James iv.-5. 

, confider.the ftate.of “wickedameny. 
































id fee g si gone Sigg cite ape 

A the paoH, pet ies onditions, Why? The profs: . 
ited fools. 29. rov. i, 32. Itmakes 
m fo a then ar hardened and fevure in, 


C would envy.2. 
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‘hat word, Pfalm xcti.7. “ When the wicked fpring 
as the grafs,. and when all the workers of ’ iniquity” 
do flourtth, itis that they fhall be deftroyed for ever.” 
it would-be.a brutifh thing to envy an ox his high. 
and fweet pafture, when he is only thereby fitted to 
the day of flanghter. Whowould have envied the 
beafts of old, the garland and ribbons with which 
the heathen adorned them when they went-to be fac- 
rificed? Thefe external ornaments of health, ‘wealth, 
pleafures and preferments, . wherewith wicked men 
are endowed, cannot make their ftate happy, nor 
change their natures to the better. . Whatever ap- 
pearance thefe things make in the eyes of the world, 
they are but like a noifome dunghill covered with 
-fearlet, as vile and loathfome in’ God’s fight as ever. 
How. quickly.is. the beauty of earthly things blafted ? 
* The. triumphing of the wicked is foort, Job. xx. §. 
They live in pleafures ‘on the earth, for a while; ‘but 
God fets them in flippery places, fromwhence they 
foon flide into perpetual pain and anguifh. They. 
have a fhort‘time of mirth, but. they-thall have an 
eternity of mourning. .. The longer their, profperity: 
is, their. fins are the greater, and their fufferings | 
will be more grievous. . But, O believer, it. 
mercy to thee, that God doth hedge up thy 
_ with thorns, that, thou: mayeft not find thy. paths: 
“ whilf he turns the wicked‘loofe, and fuffers them to’ 
ftray: and wander whither they will, to their eternal: 
ruin. — God. takes this method. with thee, to make 






you meet for.an inheritance, and prepare you fora — 


crown of glory 3 but he takes a.contrary way with 
the wicked, to fit: them — for. deftru@ion : ‘Therefore 
you ought not to’ be fretful under his hand, | butt _ 


thankful. We read of queen Elizabeth, when fhe _ 
niprifon, how fhe envied the poor milkmaid’ the ae 


was 
{aw pafling by, and would have thought herfelf 
"happy to have been in her condition : : but had that 
afili@ed princef$ known the glorious reign 0 a 

| olan was, s foon to enter qe : 
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But, 0 aflided believer, it is not a sshciis reign 
‘for adet number of years, that is provided for thee ; 
it is even a reign with glorious Chrift thy Redeemer 
for ever and ever : And, haft thou any ies to be 
pa} pu hetgerbete or envious? Did oes 





oot vite Guard ssl repining complaints and difcon- 

- tented murmurings-againft the apaiaped of God, under 

heavy: ‘ficknefs and affliction. " 

“WE fee, the muimurers and eaniwhaneed are 

YY claffed with thefe that walk after their own 
setts Judges ver. 16. 1 know, the people of God are 
liable to ‘murmuring and impatience alfo under at- 
fli@ion 3 bur there is'a great difference betwixt them 
and the ‘wicked. -Pilkhave oceafion to fpeak of be- 
__. ievers’ murmurings. afterwards, when I come to’, 
:  fpeak of their cafe in particular ; but here I fhall © 
_ handle the fin of murmuring in general, and as it 
_ appears mainly i in the Fie epee enter heavy 
eons eae 

- This fin of majietinewinie! is the froth of impatience, 
“ond feum of difcontent; itis firft cherifhed by re- - 
| pining thoughts, and then vented by unfuitable com- 

: e Be tpn, expoftulations, taxing the adminiftration 
__ of providence, as if, God dealt too hardly with us. 
— Our very thoughts: are audible with God, yea, ‘as 
_ Joud inhis ears, as words are in ours’; but it is yet 
-- worfe, when reping’ thoughts are not crulhed, but 
- fuffered to break out into words fending to” the dif- 
_ honor of God, : 
+ Que. But, it is paltopether unasefl bee complain 
" ghetiaion whatever be our’ cafe!? 
% Pee yre ‘Humble complaints ate ie et ai 
‘Aor finful in themfelves ; otherwifé there would ‘be 
‘no room for prayer, and: for’ fpreading out our dif. 
-oreffed cafe before’the Lord. We find God's: hil- 
dren making complaints in affliction ; but t then the; , 
do not complain of God, but to. Go with a hum. fe. 
asian inwo the “caufe and meaning of’ his dif- 
0 at and iad the og Si nthemfelyes; 
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© xdix. 14. or when ‘our complaints | are He 
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as’ did. heii chap. x. 1,2, °@ Twill leave my com- 
plait upon myfelf 5 7 will {peak in the bitternefs of 
my foul, I will fay unto God, do not condemn me's 
fhew me wheretore thou ‘contendett with mé.”’ 
Thus the blefled Son of God himfelf did, in his dif- 
trefs, when he cried, My God, my God, why haft thou 
3 forjaken me? But there we may obferve, he com- 
plains to God, not of God; he hath nota hard 
word or thought of God, but exprefleth a holy con- 
fidence in God, My God, my God; he hath two 
words of faith for ene word of fear, he humbly in- 





" quires into the caufe of the difpenfation, and defire 


to bring up his will to God, not that God fhonid 
~ bring down his will to him : Pia ut be poffi ble, fays he, 
tet this cup pafs ; however, glorify thy name, provide 


Dr RT a Pe ee EE Oe ieee 


_ for thy own glory, and do “with me what thou — 
pleafeft. In this matter our Lord doth fet himfelf — y 


as an example of patience to us; teaching us to be; 
ware of impatient murmuring: and quarrelling with — 


God’s providence in our affi@ion; which many 
times we are’ guilty of, either when* we harbor harfh 
- thoughts of God’s dealings, or break forth 
_ and unadvifed fpeeches ; when we charge 
- foolifhly, and complain either of too much fev 
as: Ezek. xviii. 2. 25. or too long delay, 
















unbelief and diftruft, as Pfal. Iexviit. 19. or when wi 
complain more of our haere than we do ; 
our fin, and nothing: will ‘fatisly: but. 
— trouble. . : 
- Now, to deter 90" fel ‘thefe® ‘ings 
eomplaints: in trouble, I fhal} lay afore 70 
owing confiderations : 1/7, They who de 
do commonly: complain and murmui 
~moft ready to think they are hardly 
“Phe unthankful Ifraclites were fin 
{ fambirious (Abiiem: was» eae 





ae 
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truto-which God had fhewed him. And holy, Job 
blefies God, and patiently fubmits, when. he took 
feast him, as well as when he gave: him: 

adly, Murmuring 3 is a fin that God takes {pecial 
notice of, and, looks on as an mjary and’ aikront 
done immediatel; againit himfelf, Numb. xiv. 27- 
_ Lhave heard the murmurings of the childern of 
Aracl,.w hich they murmur againft me.’ He that 
givesear to the groans of his own Spirit, doth alfo 
dear the) grumblings of shite and will reckon w ith. 
thee for theme: (4.9 1/ 

gay, Tt can. no, wie banehit or have: as indif 
trels., Imay fay of finful. complaining, (as Chrift 
of finful care) Which of yeu, by. complaining, can 
add one cubit to his lature? What eafe or reliet 
can you get by contending with God? Nay, in- 
Head of eafing you of your: burden, it will make it 
the heavier ;'as a child, the more he ftruggles with 
‘his. parents, . he is the more beaten. “The Ifraelites 
vere once within eleven days journey of Canaan 3 
but by their. murmurings | they: provoked God to 
- Jead them forty spate march i in the: wildernefs before 

they could reach it. hay Sule 
|. y opthly, Whatever xp your ‘diftress,; there is) no jut 
sous for complaints, whilit thou haft thy life for — 

prey. Remember that word of the affliéted 
ae ‘church, Lam, iii. 39. © Wherefore doth’a living - 
‘man complain, a man for the punifhment of his. 
Jing-1?? Aman, living, a man. upon the earth, a man 
out ef hall hath no caufe to complain, whatever be 
his afflifion.. For, let him’compare § his finand 
_panithment together, he will find there is no pro- 
portion : fin isa tranfgreflion. againft the infinite 
Zod ; ; punifhment i is butan affliction upon the finite 
creature; fin firikes at the very being of God; but 
punifhment only at the comfort of the’ creature, So- 
that whatever your punifhment be, you have more: 
caufe to give thanks than to. complaia ;, andto { fay 

with Ezra, Thou haff punifbed us Aefs than our inigt 
thre It diy have bere | i. times: 


ee 
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if frit juftice had been the rule : Ibis of the Lord’s 


mercies we'are not confumed. 


~ sthly, When you murmur. under. hikhet sod 


quarrel with the meflenger of that fovereign God, 

who eave you your lives, and can take them again 
when | he thinks fit ; and we know meflengers ought 
“not to be maltreated or abufed, whatever be their 
commiffion, and far lefs when they are fent upon a 
good defign.. Now, if you confider the defign- of 
this meflenger and his errand to A ie: inftead of 
fretting and quarrelling at his coming, you ought 
rather to blefs God that fends fuch a “faitable har- 
binger and forerunner to tell you that death is ap- 


proaching, and that he vouchfafes to take fo much 
pains on you, to wean you from the world, and make - 
you willing to be gone, by long continued trouble ;_ 
when he might have feized you in a violent man- | 
ner, and driven you away by main force, without 
nfing any means to obtain your confent. Have not. 


many, who were mioft unwilling to die, at the be- 
‘ginning of a ficknefs, been brought, by the increafe 
and continuance of it, to be well fatisfied to leave 


the world, and long to be with ‘Chrift p And was 


not this for their advantage ? 


Gthly, Confider the great evil ‘nd Halitaees ‘eb 
imapatient meas en urn gs, Eat and quairellings : 





under affliction. > 





1. Murmuring hath in it ‘much nabelier and dif. | i 


truft of God, Pfal. evi. 24, 25. They believe. 
word, but murmured ia their tents. ‘They. could n 
believe that the wildernefs was the way to Canaan, 
‘that God would provide and furnifh a table for them 

os, ne therm in oF varied ftraits. $ ns E: 
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2. Tt — i eunthanfulnet arti : 
e affliction, we eereioake 
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had noty. that they unthankfully forgot all they had. 
ee ‘Whereas a thankful perfon is fo far. from fretting, 
. that God doth not give him every. thing, that he 
: wonders that God fhould give him any thing. Lam 
lefs than. the leaft of all thy mercies, Laid Jacob, We are * 
perplexed, faid Paul, but not in defpair swe have God - 
to goto, which is matter of praife....But the mur- 
murer unthankfully overlooks all his. prefent, and 
forgets all his former mercies; and gives not God. 
thanks. for any. thing... ‘Beazsts God. removes his 
comforts, his health, ftrength and. eafe for a time ; 
all the years he formerly enjoyed: them, though moft 
undelervedly, are quite buried in oblivion... 
_. 3. It implies much. pride and. felf-conceit. He 
‘that complains of God’s dealings, fecretly applauds 
his own defervings. Only by. pride comes. contention. 
When men have a conceit oi themfelves, they pick 
quarrels with God’s. providence, being apt to think 
they deferve better treatment at his hands : Where- 
“as the humble foul is fenfible he deferves nothing 
“but wrath, and therefore lays: his hand on his s mouth 
when the Lord afflitshim. 
_ j4. It involves men into cahelate againtft God. 
h When God ftrikes men for fin, murmurs. fly in his 
tae face, and kick againft hts ftrokes, like bullocks un- 
 aeeuftomed.to the. yoke... They in. fome refpea Tes 
a femble that defperate apoftate Julian, of whom it ds 
"written, that. he.fhot up, his darts againft heaven, 
hen’ “he was in diftrels.. . They fulfil that word, 
Prov, xix. 3. The foolifonefs i man perverteth his ‘Ways 
and bis heart fretteth againft the Lord. TVke repining 
Ne heart boils, with rage. againft God and his difpenfa- 
~tlonsy like. thefe . wicked Jews when hungry. and 
. hardly beftead,. Hf viii. 24. . They feall fret. theme. 
\ felves, and aad ‘abies ing and. their God, and i look al 
ward. © ML RPE ee Monty oh 4g -. WEBEL: Boe! 
Cy etd imports much impenitency and anhu a 
r -nefs for fin’; andthat-we have feen little of th 5 
7 trinfic evil -of.fin5, an of our, ill-defervings ,for it. 
on me only elie: at je fing seferve hell-fire, 
be a, : 
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and, yet. jmpatiently, repine. at ficknefs rand. ey 
ftrokes “upon our bodies ? | 


6. It includes much | atheifm. eid blafphemy. eae 
gaint God, and his infinite. perfedions 1 in. fexetal EM 


neh or 
_.(1.) By our impatient murmurings, 1 we either 
virtually deny that things here below are governed | 
by God’s. providence ; or elfe, a eae 

(2.), We tax his providence with unrighteoufnet 
“in the managements thereof; as if God did’ with- 
hold from us what is due, or inflié on us what we 
have net deferved. Ob what atheifm is this! Shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do right ? May he 
not, upon the jufteit. ground, anfwer every murmur, 
as Matth. xx. 13. Friend, { do thee no wrong? ~ 

(3:) We in effect grafp at the fovereignty, and: 
“ ufurp the throne of the moft high God, and would 
have the difpofal of things in our hands ; yea; we 
prefume to {ammon God to our bar to give account 
of his. adminiftration, | when we take upon us to 
- quarrel any of his difpenfations. Alas, we little 


“remembered. the wo that is “pronounced. againit fo 


doing, Ifa. .xlv. 9. ‘ Wo unto him that ftriveth 


with his Maker ; ‘fhall the clay fay to him, that fafh; . 


ioneth it, “What makeft thou ? or ay, work, ‘He 
hath no hands ? 27 Pee el 
(4.) We. on the - “matter ae a 











fin’ fn’s' part a 





Gods we either juftify it, or extenuate its | 1. a 
and alledge, but our murmurings, that God i is. om Ss 
with fu ae 


righteous to punifh fuch {mall fins v 
atilictions.. . 

Re OK virtually queltion | God’s sp 
is. a greater blow, when, we enter the 
God, ‘and. contend with ¢ our Maker me is” 
_ fe& to fay, we know how to reduce him too1 
or x make our party good a 

(6.) We difparage his wif ; 
lle: iy as. if, ive $e sound il 2 
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what the’ Lord faith, Job xi. 2. ‘Shall he that con- 
tendeth with the Almighty, inftrué him ? He that 
reproveth ‘God; tet him anfwer it?” “Murmuring is. 
a reproving of God, and a'charginge’ him with ill 
conduct, faying, in effed, with Abfalom, There is 
none that takes careto order men’s affairs: O that 
Iwere king of the world! then fhould things ‘be 
better ordered than they . now are. a ty Bor blafphe- 
 mousis the language of our impatient murmurings. 
Pos Seer tis? therefore be afhamed of them, and abhor 
ourfelves in duft and afhes for our fooliflinefs in cen- 
faring the: actions of the only wife Ged: —Shall a 
poor ignorant paffenger, that underftands: not the 
ufe of the compafs, be’ angry that the fkilful pilot 
will not fteer ‘the veffel according to his pleafure ? 

(7.} We hereby flight and’ undervalue the riches 
of divine” goodnefs, of which’ we have formerly 
| fhared, ani do ftill partake : Like foolifh and pet- 
_ tith children, if they cannot have their will, or get 

- fome things they want, do prefently throw away 
; the things which they have, faying with unthankfol 
a Haman, this availeth me nothing. 

Lofty, T-might-add, This fin hath fome refem- 
— plance to hell itfelf ; for there’ the damned do con- 
 tinually vex and'torment themfelves with their fret- 
ting and- ‘impatient thoughts, which caufe them to 
no pone out in fearfal Tage: ne Plafphenty againft 

oS Qik. But ihe? fhall we Brebeitc beh difeomeent® 
ed murmurings ! ? for fometimes trouble i is fo great; | 
‘i ‘we cannot bear. ik patiently, _ 
© Arif. God hath given you reafon; bee tee rule 

“over paffion, and furnifhed you with ftrong argus 
} ments” to. “prevail againit difcontents. Why then 
: fhould “you: “pe fo bratifh as to dethrone reafon, and 

faffer fenfe and been to go eevee in you? Areyou . 

not Chriftiz ns, and fworn to” é according tothe 
voles of that excellent — relis jon? ¥ et ee re Aa 
eer eee ne effon and engages 
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- Beides what I have’ already faid, I fall add fomé | 
few remedies more for the: cure: gs ili Scns: 
diftemperi 9 ‘ | 

tf, Look on’ thy murmurinigs as wort | aha’ alt’ 
thy pains and: troubles whatfoever ; thofe are but _ 
afflifions from God, but thefe are fins gr i vous and 
provoking unto God. 

2dly, Remember’ the’ fidgments which miciemert 7 
ing hath brought dewn from heaven upon finrier 
Miriam was {mitten with leprofy for it ; gad: 

‘and Abiram were fwallowed -up alive’: fery fer- 
pents; plagues,. and exclufion from’ Canaan, were - 
Afrael’s judgments for this fin, 1 Cor. x. 10, “Nei 
ther murmur ye, as fome of them murmured; and — 
were -deftroyed of the deftroyer.” The arrows © 
which ‘murmurers ‘fhoot. againit heaven, do. foon ‘ 
return upon their own heads. Deh 

| 3dly, Whatever-thy fufferings are for’ the prefenty 
yet. Rill believe: thy cafe might . be worfe..- Phe © 
troubles.that light’ upon the body are nothing: fo- 
terrible as thefe that’ light on the’ foul, Prov. xviii,” 
14. 4 wounded Spirit who can bear 2 'UKey ave noth. - 
ing to what thy’ innocent ‘Saviour: fuffered upon’ 

~ the crofs, yea nothing to what» Hbme martyrs have # 
_ endured@for the truths of the gofpel. Wee eg 
_. gthlyy Get very low thoughts of yourlelt dye 
deep fenfe of ill- -defervings for fin. . wuld ; 
fire-brand ot hell murmur for temporal 
stbly, Be {till examining thyfelf, rather than 
faring. God. Doth God feem to neglect t! hee, fay . 
alas; it is moft jut | Have not’ I> heglected him; . 
and given a deaf ear to his calls many a'day? _ 
aan Bike Bear in mind that thefe troubl: s will ne 
ft, there is a great change near ; “ eithe 
the ; his or death. If life, you wil é 
_ more patience » »when fick ; if 
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i f you. oan to. Chrift, it will give a : 
Broke, to call tr plccate, eee sy and 


: ni j ih hater 
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ghowtaad times worfe are abiding: you in sabes 
world :,death will turn thy. crofles into pure unmix-_ 
ed curfes ; ~and then, how gladly wouldeft thou re- 
turn to thy former affited ftave, and | purchafe it 
at any ratz, were there any pofbilityic! fuch a re- 
turn ? You now fly out in a paflion, and fay, you 
are not able to bear what you complain of: But 
eonfider; if'you will not obediently bear God’s rods 
now, you: will then bear more, whether you will or. 
not; and God will make you: able to. bear re 
“hes there will never be any hopes of relief. 
_"thly, Study to give vent to. thy forrows in a way 

of prayer and praife. . Ain oven ftepped is. the more> 
hot within : but the breath of prayer or praife gives 
eae. Tf we did complain more to: God, we fhould 
boss ~ complain lefs of God. What a mercy is it, that you 
_ have ftill God to go. to? improve the privilege, 
- “eonfefs; uriworthinefs, and beg the grace of patience 
ind fubmiffion out of Chrift’s full ‘ooteteid * Beal- 
fo praifing God for mercies received’; and.however 
_ ‘bad thy cafe is, blefs’ God. iti isnot tin ell, a are in 

‘ chy uri as | ) 
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Ekat Levee efpecially Pes a gst or 
Aetmindies under God's affiiéting ha 
a a a8 i isan exhortation. which God i ma peculiar 
to ma anmer direéts unto his children, Heb. xii. 5 

fon, defpife Or thow ‘the nie 1g the Lordy nor 
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als. when they fink, or defpond, or’ give way: to 
~ fretting or repining under them. °. In the | prec eding | 
” Diredion, I fpoke of the evil of murmuring i m gen- 
eral; here I thall Speak of believers’ asses he in : par- 
ticular. 3 2 } 

t. Ithalli inquire whence ‘Bele fainting under af 
flicion: doth proceed. | 

fe hie AST ne fome. ‘anguments and helps 
evil.’ 

TT. As: to ile Grit; ‘Whence ‘thee faintings 3 in- ihe: 
Hevers do proceed. if, They proceed from the 
grievoufnefs of their afl iio, and the heavinefs of 
their burden, which is ready to amaze and flags 
their thoughts, and fink their fpirits with fear and — 
defpondency. » Hence did the Pfalmitt complain, 
Pialm Axuig: Thou haft fhewed. thy people hard 
things : is haft made us to drink. ithe Wane of af= 
tonifhment.’”? And Pfalm Ixix. 2. ied. Tf a 3 in 1 de 
mire, where there. is no. ftanding ; ; [am com 
deep waters, where the floods exertion me? oe 

‘2dly, “From. the fmallnefs of the SY ritual 
‘ ftrength, and particularly the ~weakn: of: thei 
faith, Prov. xxiv..10. Jf thow faint in the dé 
verfity, thy firength is fall, » Whence was 
Péter fainted and began to! fink i in the v 
from. the weaknefs of his faith, Mat 
We know ‘not our ftrength- till > be tri 
times we have fach a “bonteeit of itt tha 





again this 





















te 


aed * late 
ee ters ae oy 
ea 


ina little, behold, fore forprifing blake teal 
confidence ; and then we iat ha or ery. out 
him, Felp, Lord, or. ‘de we perifh: “Peter 
only upon the fea, but he did nae thin : 
terous wind ; and he looked to dangers te 
tot ) power " chae” was. to- carry him through’ 
s ‘their. impatience of delay, wh 
coming, it 1s 


wy 
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3 4thly, From. the, spower of Satan’s. temptations, 
wand, furious. affaults. .. When. Satan is fet loofe in 
; time of affliction to throw.in.his fiery -darts, the be- 
Hiever, j is teady. to faint, and. fay,:as ‘Pfal. Ixxvii. 8. 
« * Ts his mercy clean gone for ever :?” &c. 

sth, For their wearifome coniits ‘with a bod y 
“OF death‘and an ill heart. Thefe in, time..of afflic- 
¢ ton do, add affliction, to the.afflicted. ve 

_6thly, From long and great defertions. “When 
> Gad: hides his face’ from the; believer in affliction, 
li foul fats under, its as in Wei iv. Ate “Zion 







| aM rise revive eee tess as: uh ‘Jobs 
.  #¢ Thou srriteft bitter things againit 
* sia lakefeme.to poilefs the fins of my youth. 2 
1 figs, ‘and guilt of his. youthful follies, now 
on him, and fat, lots to his confcience ; 
- wh 4 -hisdainting under his burden. 
oie er afflidiens do frequently cloud:the 
“believer's graces. and’ evidences. for heaven, and dif 
thei 








gover their, corruptions ;.whereby they are-made to 






fer their: trial.: ; Ehey fee more. unbelief, im- 
E , diktrug. and ‘enmity to God-in them, than 


a: ey 1 aw, before ¢ Whereby, they: are fometimes 


Oe 


- tempted t to raze. the foundation, ,and . fay all their. 
- form attainments. were but delufions, and. their 


a _profellions but. hypocrify. . Thefe things make af- 


_ HiGions: page very . heavy ain finking. to the 
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che nest place, ‘for. preventing and: helping 
ff ARE AGEs affli@ion 5 let. believers 
1 ae ‘trials 2 are all needful for - 
eer waters: are not.more, needful to carry a 
th haven, than great sitiSions 2 are. {a cart 
ota our Coyle te sa port of. 












Affticied Man's Companion. “3 ‘ 


wind and thunder a‘e frightful, but they are necef- 
fary to purge the ur. | One of the fharpeft calami- 
ties that ever befel Ifrael, was the Babylonith cap- 
tivity, yet even this was in mercy to them; for the 
Lord faith, Jer. xxiv. 5.°  “ Ihave fent them out of 
this place into the land of the Chaldeans for their 
good.” Strange! Of freemen ‘to be made prifon- 
ers, and that in a Qrange land among the heathen; 
to be removed far from their own houfes, vineyards, » 
friends, nay, and from the temple’ of God ‘and his 
ordinances ; and yet all this for their good ! why? . 
they were hereby effeGually weaned and broke of. : 
from their darling fin of idolatry. 

2dly, Confider, that your. afflidion, house 
heavy it be, will foon have an end 3 Ifa. lvii. 16. 
‘* For I will not contend for ever, neither will Ibe. pe 
always wroth ; for the fpirit fhould fail before me, - 
and the fouls awhicls I have made.”’,. The goldfm ith 
will not let his gold lie any longer in the | mace 
than itis purified. The wicked havea fea of Knee es 
to drink : but, O drooping believer, take comfort i 
you have but a cup of affliction, which ‘will foo Tose) 
exhaufted. The time is near when all ae 
fhall.have an end: In heaven: there is no crofs, no 
complaint, no tears nor forrows for ever.e 

_3dly, Faint not, O child of God 5 for thee af 





Ral 









hatt nothing to fete hettahics fdas had oe hale, 
one in-time, by terror in his confcience, another after. 
this life, which endures to eternity ; but ie gts ite 
that a believer hath is but this Sees affli Ho 
is but ‘fora moment. - oe. 
ably, Defponding or murmur liton ik 
evil in any, butin none is it fo ‘bad asin children ty 
of God. It doth very ill become their covenantsy, 
_ their privileges, their hopes. Have they 
and given up themfelves. and all. they have 
folemn covenant, and will they ‘fre 


: hor whee tg a en not f 













aa terrors of God made thee afraid, O let me have 

Jefus Chrift for my Saviour and-portion, and I will. 

‘be ‘content, though I fhould be ftricken. with boils 

like Job, or beg my bread. with Lazarus ? Now, 

God tries thee i? thou wilt ftand to thy word: O 

beware of retraGing.. Hath not that foul enough, » 

who hath an all-fufficient God for his portion ? If 

God be’ thine in covenant, inane aby tector all 

things. - 

, 15857 It doth difcompofe and ane: the: foul: re 
anv. duty. Tr is ill failing im, a ftorm, fo itis. ill 
praying when the heart is-in' a ftorm, of: ser erie ‘and 
defpondency. 

“6tbly, Your Rising’ fete afhi@ion, and. carry- 

ing as if the confolations of God were {mall; is 
enough to ftumble others at- religion, and \.make 
them. call the truth of it. in queftion. ‘When they: 
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fee thofet at 7 ofefs: ‘religion, : and- have oft declared - 
‘that their rejoicing is in. Chrit Jefusas their portion, 
4 to fink ‘and defpond under. outward affliction: ° 
Taay they not be tempted to fay, “Where is the 
“truth of .relipion ? Where are thefé divine. fupports. 
py confolations we have: often’heard.of ?? 
He -  Lafily, O ‘then feek-to get faith revived, and: 
_ ftrengthened, and refolve with - ob: to truft-invGod, 
though he fhould flay-you.: ‘Th is” “would ‘be of no- 
ble ufeto keep: -the heart from finking under preffures: 
of affiGion, as the Pfalmift foundit to his fweet ex- 
perience, Palm xxvii13. © Thad fainted “unlefs 1: 
had believed. to fee the goodnefs of the Lord i in the. 
fthe living.” aie dee 
ALI. T come to anfwer fome objeeions -or excufes. 
of Misi believers, «which they do commonly al- 
3 ‘the ground of their difeouragement in: their 
fish 3 Keene iered Tago 2 
[ ©O (faith one) my dspenpridesva: on 
dinary 5 ‘théy’ ate fore-preffures'I lie ‘under, and: 
varie lis Kidde 006." ie ts: ear. 3 sega et 
e. 1. O'believer; God hath taken the ordering 
d; and he knows 
See tert, 



























oy 
~Afiitied Man's Companion. = os 


‘fittelt for:you. Should a man be left to carve cut — 
his own portion, it would foonappear he wouldvbe 
his own greatelt enemy. We would all-be for the — 
dainties of pleafure and: profperity, which: would not 

be for our ‘foul’s health ; as children think green 
‘fruit the beft diet, becaufe they pleafe their tafte ; 

_ but their-parents are wifer to keep them from them. 
_ 2dly, God may fee yous have many ane ftrong 
Iufts to be fubdued, and that you need many “and 
fore afflictions to bring you down. Your pride and 
obftinacy of heart may be ftrong, your diftempers 
deeply rooted, and ‘therefore the phyfic muft be pro- 
portioned to them '; ; as with: the Iraelites, Pfal. cvii. 
11,12. “ Becaufe they rebelled againft the words ~ 
‘of God, and) contemned the: counfels of the Mof 
High: therefore she brought down their»heart with — 
Yabor.” O’believer, your God: and Father, that — 
hath the mixing of your cup and portion, is a wife 
cand fkilful. phyfician, o knows your conftitution _ 

and. your need, 1 Pet.i.6. “ ‘Tf need ‘be youare 

wy heavinefs through manifold temptations.” ” And 
as he knows your need, fo he underitands yout 
| ftrength, 1 Cor. x. 13. Faithful is he, that will no 
ee you to be tempted above what you are-able” - 
- gdly, God fends. great and fore:troubles, » tha 
_ may have the more ‘experience of God’s + nd 
mercy in your fupport and deliverance: Pfalm 
Ixxii. 20. Thou which haft fhewed me great and 
fore troubles, fhall quicken and bring ‘me up Dain 
fromthe depths ofthe earth.” = 3 
Objet. TI. But (faith another) ny 

“Gingolar 5 ther in my cor 

nfs ‘yf. elie very. ‘ordinary “ or ev ry 
great diftrefs to reckon | pchir ig 

+. Feels belt’ maa is neareft his afelf, 
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that at hemay: rate eld of God © : 
’s love ; but he is. aliar; and not:t od- 
‘what t jean vir ler Te r zsh 
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-have been afflicted in sis fame kind and degree, if 
| not worfe, 1 Pes, v. 9. ** Knowing that the fame 
- afflictions are wry Oia, aikes im ne brethren that 
are an the world.” 
. gdly, Whatever your cafe be, you muft own your 
‘ falterinigs are not fo great as your fins. , The trials 
of God’s people in Babylon were fingular ; yet 
_ Ezra owns, Ezraix. 13. Thou haf punifbed us le/s 
_ Shan our iniquitics deferve. Uf our provoked Judge thall 
_4mhis clemency fend us to Babylon infead of reli, 
- we have no caufe to complain. > 
_ 4thly, But, O child of God, hepneien hind com- 
plaineft of the fingularity of affli@ion now, all fuch 


complaints will be taken out of thy mouth ere 


long, and that time is near when thow fhalt be made 
to wonder at the wifdom of God in guiding fo 
“many fons and daughters to glory, through fuch a 


4 variety of Trials, Exercifes, Affiitiions and Temptations ; 


- and made to fay as ‘thefe i in make vii. 37. He hath 
- done all things well. 


Shh | Objea. Als: Bet, faith one, my affii@ion i is lone 


Ms 2 prsha juice it might be fo 
| caporm that aever dieth and \ be fir 
rye 2dly, Your: fufferings on earl 


* 


» continued, and I fee: no a 3 and how cay I 
ge faint onder it ?, 
An eo if It 4s not fa 











long-as. your fins deferve ; ; 
; cf ever, tt might be, the 
4 that is never quenched, 
h are not fo long as. 


- Svyour reward »in “heaven, » dean vii. 18.00“ For I 


» reckon that the fufferings of the prefent time, are 
not worthy to be — ee glory a. 
ae otra oad in us. Malini y , 


id) hinder a Phar cack if. we take a 
of our head and patvermnspetias Chrift. How © 

lo id his afflidions continue! “No end was putto. 

| them, ll he cried with a loud ‘voice, and pe eg! 

he ‘hour of his birth to the rane of 
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‘of thems ‘Now, Chrift is- the head ot ihe: chtireby 
and your great reprefentative, O believers, into a 
conformity with whom -yow are’ predeftinated : be 
‘content then to be like your head and pattern, to 
have no eafe or reft from afflictions till yowlie down 
in the grave ; itis “there the ‘wicked ceafe from 
troubling, | and there the mone be ‘at eft es) Pg 
ili, 17: 

‘Athly, Remember that your aiéions are a part. 
of Chrift’s‘crofs, which your loving Redeemer hath 
contrived for your good, and hath appoimted you 
totake up and bear with him. Now love to Chri 
fhould ‘keep you from wearying to bear off a part 
‘of Chrift’s ‘crofs, efpecially when he himfelf Meats 
the heavieft end of it, nay, bears you: ‘and your crofs 
both. It is faid of Jacob, Gen. xxix. 20. that “he 





ferved feven years for Rachel, and they feemed to. : 


“him but a few days, for the love he had to her.” 
And, fhall ‘we not endure a few years affition for 
our Lord Jefus: Chrift, who liveda: life’ of forrows, 
and died a curfed death: for ourfakes ? Had we 
more love to Chrift, his crofs: would not be fo tedi. 
ous to us. . xe 

-Sthlyy Should it not be good news to. ee ae 
there is a deliverance for thee at death from all thy — 
troubles, and that this time is haftening ‘and:very 
near? Be not anxious for an outgate here in’ time, 
for that favours too much of unbelief and: love to’. 
the world. Doth it notfeem to fay, that you onlay” 
be better content to be turned back again. the’. 
ftormy tumultuous fea of this world, than to be fafe- 

Jy landed: at your reft above ? That you would be” 
gladder ofa few temporal mercies on earth; | 2 
: ~ enter upon your eternal inheritance with Chrift ?- 
Objet. ee "No wonder (fa perk. nat I fa 
e ander my affittion, for I. ‘want thefe conte 
upports which Ged ‘uiech to referve f 
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G8 Aflifted, Ban’ Comparive. 
of fh igpbaits. you can tafte: of the fweetnefs of God's. 
“conto: ations. 

hg 2dly, 7, Can you fay. that your ‘uhiG@ions have duly 







they yet. brought you: to-a.willingnefs to quit and: 

renounce all your beluved. fins, and even to part 
with all your earthly enjoyments and comforts at 
» Gods, call, and be content with God in Chrift a- 

lone for your happinefs and portion? If this be not 
‘done, your afflictions have not had their due effect, 
to prepare you for comfort, and till then you can- 
not expect it. You are in the hands of a wife and 
kilful phyfician, who will not.too haftily heal and 
bind up. your fores, fo as to let them. fpoil. and fefter 
-at the bottom. 


ae he Sates you.have no calle. contolakons from 


| ig le ken. yo 


4 foom. God is a free and fovereign aBeate 
, SOE 0 EBT, ee Sika on nit 5 








God in: your prefent trials, yet'you muft fill labor 
keep in. the way of duty, and live by faith on his. 
mifes. Believe. firmly. that God is, good to. them 


enitent, finner. » And. if all flars withdraw 
ght whilft you are in God’s way, then aflure 


“Yourke t ie fan is Mear the arifi ing. 
Objed. V Vo. 





ty, and makes me ufelefs and un- 


dof. vf. Gea fens affli@ions never to unfit, but 

for the performance of duty ; to 
ane e you, repent more thoroughly, pray more fer- 
> flee to Chrift more, arte De and. mind sister 













oe a ee on you, and you Solo 
2 dge if God take : you. seu pr nibeta de 


e tiedto no mean or inftrament what 


i Bm 


hat love him, and that there is forgivenefs with him. 


ed you, and fitted you for comfort? Have ~ 


De “But my affliGionis fuch, that it dif. | 
| “ables me from. di 
eee e 5 AB it ie 4s. Gains me. faint under my burd- 
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' ed on the crofs as a gift, an honor, an 
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Direct. IL Let all the children of God. be exemplary in pa- 

tience and fubmiffion to Ged wader their affliction. 
i TREATED of patience, and gave fome’motiyes. 

and helps to it, to all affli@ed perfons.in gener-- 
al, Chap. II. Direct. V. But here I thall bring.fome 
fpecial. argument to Chriftian patience. and fubmif 
fion proper for believers. You that God hath done 
fo much for beyond others, ought to fhine in this 
grace of patience, and be examples to others for. 
it, when God, chaftens ¥ODs though. with vere f fore 
affliction. , - 

if, Study patience under affli@ion :. for it is aie 

common path and beaten road to heavetty:that alls .- 
the faints have trod, who have’ gone thither before: 
you. Behold the print of the foot-fteps of all the» 
cloud. of witneffes.in this road: and would. ye be» 
fingular, and choofe a way ef your own.? When: 
God folemnly renewed his covenant with Abraham, . 


_.and he had prepared the facrifice,, whereby it was to 


“be ratified and confirmed, God made a fmokin 
furnance to pafs betwixt the pieces. of the. facrifice, 
Gen. xy. 17. to let him know that there: ‘was a furn- 
ace of affliftion attending the covenant of g grace and: 
peace, and all that entered: thereto. God has. ap- 
pointed that all the ftones of iis fpiritual ad heay- ; 
enly building fhall be hewed and polifh ifhed. by afl 
tion here ; and we are not to think that. 
dinary way will be changed for us... : 
think to walk on rofes, when fo many. -worthies have: 
marched through briars and thorns to sfcions a 
2dly, Contider, that. the greateft affictions y 
-meet with are confiftent with the bee 
{pring from his love to you.. Every. 
_is a gift. and royal. donation fent by 
God to you, Phil. i. 2g... “'Fo you 
yaa of Chrift, not only to belie 
fo to. fuffer for his fake.” »Now fi 
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eneht, O Lord.” oO believer, thy. temporal crofs 
comes from the fame love that thy eternal crown 
comes from, according to. Rev. ii ‘19, 21. Men 
will not take pains to corre ftubborn fervants, 
but will turn them out of doors; bat ‘love con- 
- ftrains them to chaltife their fons. God out of ha- 
tred lets many a finner’'go unpunifhed in this world : 
for, why fhould he ‘prune or ‘drefs the tree which 
he intends for the fire ; the malefactor efcapes 
_feourging that is conderined to the gallows, Job 
xxi. 3. The wicked is referved to the day of de- 
Rtruétion ; they fhall: be brought forth to the day of 
wrath.” Butit is far otherwife with ‘the children 
of God, ‘That is a ftrange word which Job hath, 
‘Job vii. 17, 18. What is man that thou fhould- 
eft magnify him’; and that thou'fhouldeft fet thine 
heart upon him + And that thon fhouldeit vifit him 
“every morning, and try him every moment ?””? Now, 
‘if we contpare this place with others in the con- 
‘text, we “will fee how he acknowled; eth that the 
moft overwhelming ae proceeds from the love 
“and care of ‘God, yea, fram his fixing his heart on: 
him, to magnify him, and to him good ; and that 
for this end he doth ‘chaften’y him every morning, 
-and+try him every momenit ; “and that with fiich: 
~afflistions as for the prefent are fo far from’ being: 
_ ‘Joyous, asthat they give the foul no reft, but even: 
make the man weary of his life ; as he expreffeth 
‘“what-effe@s his affiGion had on himfelf. Yea, it 
rN ‘be obferved i in the providence of God: from the 
" undati ion of the world, that thofe who have had‘. 
ft alfidions have had moft grace, and the mott: 
inent'teftimonies of acceptance with God = Jefus: 
ft the Son of God, had the moft affliétions of 
an a 3 east yet the Father always loved him, and was’ 


“© gdly, Confider ‘the ‘bright examples’ of j paience ; 
whic God. fets before you in his word: Befides’ 
cS, P his a eg bisa a Y Cc a i 
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when he was ftript of all earthily comforts; and laid 
under the greateft afflictions, yet he-calmly falls 
down and worfhips God} fob i. 21.. and faid, 
“ Naked came I out of my ‘mother’s womb, and_ 
naked fhall I return > The Lord gave, and the Lord’ 
hath teken away, blefled-be'the: name of the Lord. 
In ali this Job finned not,-nor charged'God foolifh- 
ly.” Confider the patience of David when’ he was 
driven from his throne, from his houfe,-and from 
God’s fanctuary, and all this by his own fon: yet. 
how fubmiflive is he to God? z Sam. xv. 26. “ Be- — 
hold, here I am, let him do to, me as feemeth | good 
to him.” And when Shimei curfed him, and threw 
ftones at him, he patiently bore it, and would fuffer: 
no harm to be done him for it, faying, as in 2 Sam. 
xvi. rr.“ Let himsalone, and let him curfe, for” 
the Lord hath bidden him.” Confider the patience. 
of holy. Eli when, though. he heard fuch news as 
like a fadden clap of thunder made the ears of fuch» 
as heard it to tingle, and their hearts to tremble,. 
yet he calmly and quietly: fubmitted to it, 1 Sam.. 
iii. 18. It isthe Lord; let him do what feemeth: 
him good. He ‘doth not fly in God’s face ina 
- paffion, but falls down at. his feet in a humble fub-- 
» miffion.* Obferve alfo the wonderful’ cee 
~ Aaron, when God. afflicted him very fore: he is fi- 


‘lent and fubmiffive under the Lord’s hand. Ley. x. - : . 


3. And Aaron held his peace. Vf we confider ‘the 
¢ greatnefs of the punifhment, we will fee. the more 
- caufe to commend the - greatnefs. of his) patience, 
1. Aaron loft his children ; not. his eftate or ‘orld- 
ly fubftance, but» his Muldrent thefe are at 
man’s bowel’s 5 “other earthly loffes ‘are not co 
_ able to this ; thevefoile’ it was that Satan t 
ning ‘enemy ‘referved the lofs.of Job’s chi 
» the laft onfet, as his. great mafter-piece ar d fi} 
Pontes: —— ns mabe Lope | Pip eco: ind 
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-xvili..33.. O-my fon Abfalom, my. fon, my fon,” 
Fc. yet Aaron loft bothhis fons together, and faith 
mot one word ; He held bis peace.—3.° Aaron lolt 
them by a fadden’ deathy-of which he had‘no warn- 
img : Sicknefs ufually prepares men for -the ftroke 
that is coming by death; but Aarén.m¢ with a: 
-furprifing blew, yet he held: his peace-—z. Aaron’s 
fons were not taken away by an ordinary ftroke of 
‘God's hand, but ‘by an ‘extraordinary fapernatural 
“rod ; for itis faid. ‘There went out: fire from: 
the: Deeds and devoured them, and they died before . 
the Lord,” Ley. x. 2. He lot them in fuch a man- 
“ner as might{peak forth God’s anger ; now, are- 
_ gious father had rather loofe albhis children in the 
favor of God, than one child-in his: anger; yet, 
whatever were’ the -bitter ingredients: ~of this cup, 
_ Aaron was not impatient again’ God that mixedit 
- for-him;butheld his ‘peace, becaufe God didit. » 
fh seth: Fo engage you to/patience under ;your tri- 
_oals»do but -compare. your .cafe with that ‘of others. 
Dapnet: fay, there is“ tione)dfficted:as ‘you -are ; -for . 
there are many far (deépér plunged ‘in the waters of 
Mara. than-your are; feme.are -{till: upon the rack 
an end’ their whole: days and'iyéars in'‘continual 





Eee ats gli 2 5! as. an Pfals xxxi. $05. sign My 
De tens oh i and my years with: fighing 


ay Have you: fore diftrefs invyour bodies ? ‘others: ere 


grievous wounds-'in their:fouls.. -Dovyou bear the 

wrath of man:?: others bear the wrath of God.. You 
3 ohave but one fingle trial, others-have many twifted 
ftogether.. rosemninsad one ‘of all: comfotts, Sy Ses 









: eat “Tae a view of what the Son of a Sate 
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caves Of the earth, being’ deftitute, afflicted, tor- 
mented. © They-were tempted, they were crucified, 
ftoned togleath, fawn afander, flain with the: fword, — 
&y¢. And yet, how well did they’ take with the 
erofs?:faith Paul, “ We glory: in tribulation,” 
‘Romy v. 2. And what faith James ?.James is 2. 
“My: brethren, count it all joy when ye! fall'into’ 
divers temptations.” A's ifhe had faid, Rej once aye 
amore and more that you.are-affiitted ; Godis mag-. 
nifying you, he? is vifiting you, doing “you good, © 
taking the more rea ‘On. yous nor trbapinnck soe! for 
glory. ; 
sthly, ‘The- bortideredtaiy, xh Gear tereter Neadetiek § 
and kindneflesto you fhould, engage you to patience- 
in trouble, and make you: blufh-to take any thing: 
“all out.of God’s hand. Thus Job: taught his im-. 
patient wife, Jobii..1o. . What? fhall we receive’ 
good at the hand of ® God, and fhall.we not receive 
evil ??O ‘believer, let not thy--aflitions caufe thee: 
to: bury thy mercies in: oblivion.’ “Has not Ged 
‘brought thee from’ Satan’s family, and-put you a- 
smongvhis. children’; and -will you forget to-under- 
_owalue © that ‘hour? ‘Hath: che-ftruck -off | thy fetters, 
taken-off thy prifon-garments; and fet you at liberty 5 
and, will you: be “anthankful ?: Hath’ he given: thee’ 
Chrift: for thy: treafure and” portion, and entitled | . 
you to his» vunféarchable riches; and will yeu'be> 
- difcontented.? ‘hath ‘he: given: you the: graces of -his” + 
Spirit, which ‘are-more precious than rubies ; ‘ ‘and, 
will you: quarrel: when’: he-fmites in fome iGurweand? 
things? hath he . made -you: ‘an heir of g ory, and) 
provided eternal manfions above-for you ; at a 
‘you be « fretful for want of fomé trifles: here ahs 
view Mofes chad« of the ‘reeéompence ‘of reward i “oe 
eaven; caufed- him to choofe to ie affiiétion p pry 
tently with the peopletekskradsdss folk aaa 3 
ee: 6th, The ctime of’ affliction sictialty God'si 
extn oe his people, in” os 
sir rarelt .comforts and~ fweeteft foret 
fy penne 1g 0.2 caine Paul and’s 
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_mever fing more joyfully than when.they were laid 
"any the inner prifon, with their backs torn with 
{courges, and their fect faftin the ftocks, Ads xvi. 
24. And.when-was it that Jacob faw:the angels 
of God.afcending and defcending upon the ladder 
that reached betwixt heaven and earth, but -at. the 
.tume when he was in.a deftitute cafe, . fabhcil to lie 

. in the open. field having’ no canopy but the: hea- 
» vens, and no pillow-but.a ftone ?- When was.it that 
the three children faw- Chrift-in the likenefs of the 
Son. of man.walking. with-them; but when.they were 


.. imthe furnace, and when it was hotter than ordi- 


nary? When was‘it that Ezekiel had a vifion of 
. God, but when fitting folitary <by the river .Chebar 
-in the land. of his .captivity?. When-was it that 
John got a glorious vifion of Chrift, but when: he 
WAS « an-exile in the:ifle of Patmos? And, when-was 
it. that Stephen. faw-the heavens opened, and Chrift 
ftanding at the right-hand of God pleading for him, 
bate when ,they were ftoning and bruifing him te 
2 duets ? Sothat the moft remarkable experiences of 
*s kindnefs, ,that believers get im this world, 
BY oe been tryfted to the-time of.affliction :. the con- 
- fideration- whereof {hould. move. every Chriftian to - 
wait, on the Lord, and bear.his erofs with patience. 
-» athly,: When you are ‘helped.to chriftian-patience 
cand fubmiffion. under. God’s hand, it. doth contribute 
faa to the credit of religion, and tothe conviction 


f: ee 


eh the world, that there‘is a certain reality : inithe 





aths of the gofpel, and.a.great. efficacy in the 
grace of God, which . bears -you up, and. carries you: 
“through, beyond the ftrength of nature. *s 
~ Lafily,.O believer, bear up with patience under 
the erofs, for thou, haft not long to-bear it. God’s 
wrath en the. church abideth, but for a moment, 
Fea, a little moment, Ia. xxvi. 20. “ Come, my, 
people, Page dS ‘ee thy chambers, and ane a | 






are did in the hotteR furnace. | » So Jos ut 
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part ‘of time will foon be over; and wilt’ thou not 
have patience for a moment ? ‘The Pfalmitt fupport- 
ed himfelf with this confideration, -Pfalm  ciii. 9. 
“¢ He will not always chide, neither will he keep his 
anger for ever.” The time of indignation will foon 
be over-paft, and the time of confolation will fuc- 
eeed. Ovbeliever, the end of all thy trials is near ; 
think on it, and look férit., Is it bodily pain or 
ficknefs that is thy affliction ? hie confider, the end . 
of it will be either life or death ; if death, then. 
what thou: fuffereft is the lait brani; bear it patient- 
ly. Thefe enemies you now fee, you will fee them: 
again no more. In the manfions above there isno 
“pain nor crying: the inhabitants there {hall never 
fay they are fick 3 -and one hour with them will 
make thee forget. ‘all thy momentary afflictions. If 
the iffue {hall “be life, you will be afhamed, when — 
well, that you had no more patience whilft fick. 
£ thal clofe this dire@ivn with the words of the _ 
apoftle James, James v. ro. * Take; my brethren, _ 
the prophets, who have {poken in the name of the _ 
Lord; for an example of fuffering’ affliGtion, and of 
patience. Behold, we count them happy which» 4 
endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and. 
have feen the end of the Lord, that the Lord is baat 
pitiful, and of tender SBSrEY ee ee. ee o 














z ay ; i 
‘Direct. IW. ies believers be single coeta inte Lifes” 
_ of God, while they are ma can diathe by ficknef 
otherwife, . i 


bet up ee ‘aisbbkero ae conn very oc- 
panes 5 fo efpecially in the time of affli€tion. 
Hence we are ‘commanded to ‘glorify the Lo 
the fires,. Vfa. xxiv. £ Poe And. this dn ree 





ae when he had taken away his. greate 
Ob i. 214. And this is agreeable | to th. 
i 
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affliaion, but either as it is the means of fome goad » 
to us, or as the gracious hand of God is fome way 
remarkable therein towards us. \in this refpect, ; 
there is ‘no condition on this fide. of hell, but we 
have caufe, to praife God in, even in. the _greateft 
calamities. - Hence it was that David, when. he 
{péaks of his affliction, Pal. cxix. 67. adds prefent- 

ly, “ Thou art good and doft good.” And he de- 
claves,” ver. 65. * Thou: haft dealt. well. with thy 

~ fervant, O ‘Lord, according unto thy word.” 
Hence Paul and. Silas praifed God. when they were 

feourged and imptifoned. 

is "Well then, O. believer, obey the. comman i of thy 
God, and imitate his worthies, by praifing God un- 
‘der thy affliGion. 1. This» praéice would be very 
~pleafant and acceptable: to. God ; for as mutic is 

- fweeteft on the, waters, fo praifei is mot. agreeable to 

: God from an afftiGed foul on the waters of trouble. 
Te ‘isa fign of a noble and generous fpirit, to fing 
the praifes’ of God’s goodnefs, while. his hand is -af-: 
“flidting . aus. < Diftrefs and danger :will, make the 

. _ wickedeft to pray ; 3 but it isa principle of love'and 
_gomptatitude that makes the foul to. praife. 2. It would 
. _ bring credit to religion, - to fee faints thanful and ~ 
.. -praikins God under the crofs : it. would make peo- 






eh 


ap He: fay, farely they.find, fweetnefs in. ‘God: and his® 
“ways; that | we- fee not-3 they: have meat to éat that 
the word ows not of. And this would invite: 
rangers to.come and try a. religious life. “The joy- 
: 1 praifes: of the martyrs at the ftakes, and in the 
» flam res, made people.go home with love to. religion 
in. their hearts.” 3 we the iflue.of your afflicion— 
| uid be death, this emj loyment. of praife would» 
be fweet, preparative to, y and difpofe you for the 
: Preys _Ufe yourfelf much to this hea a 
ad be: oft. oe ha fing the fong : 
anh. ime: of cknels fs ar , tro} 


this wouldfrceten the thoughts of death, 
-peeeslng. so. be tery ce, pre 
% Ms 6 es ae 5 Sie tt oe be Bhi Oat om 


erty 2 Nee e 




















* 


/ Aflifted Man's Compaition. | pl | 


Dnefh. What fhould be the fubje&t of a believer’ Ss 
thank{giving and praife under affliaion ?. ee 

Anfw. He hath manifold grounds of praife; as 
if, Upon the account of God’s mercies to him 
through the bypaft part of his life. - His mercies to 
thee, O believer, cannot be numbered ; compare 
thy mercies with thy croffes, and thou wilt foon fee 
thy receivings are far greater than thy fufferings. 


Jt 


Thou haft had many days of plenty for one day of 


fearcity, many days of liberty for one day of 


ftraits, many days of health for one day of ficknefs. 


an 


4 e het Perks to appear efor 
a “speen at wal would have be: °¥y 


- And are not thefe to be remembered with praife? 
zdly, And more particularly, in-thy greatelt af- 
- fiction, thou haft ground to praife God, O believer, 
thou waft born in a land of light, where thou hadft 
the means of converfion to God, and acquaintance — 
with Jefus Chrift; and efpecially, that God of his 
free grace made thefe means effe€tual to work’a fave 
‘ing change on you, when others were pafled by as 
not this matter of praife, that he opened ; 
‘humbled your foul, and renewed your h 
che gave you Chrift, forgave your fins, and 
Rist into his” family, and made you ant hei ; 

















yet i in your fins, and in the bpadige 0 n. 
“you at converfion work to pi ae to, if you ec 


“make: if you We 
pained body,“and. 
¢ommand one ke 
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y diy, Is it not mattér of praife in thy greateft 
trouble, that thou haft a great High’ Prieft, that is 
pafled into the heavens, to provide | a manfion with. 
the Father tor thee, and to receive thy foul when 

‘feparated from the body? ‘that, where he is, there 
you may be*alfo ?”’ 

gthly, You have eaufe to: blefs God that he fends 
fuch fuitable harbingers, as ficknefs and: troubles, 
to tell you that death is approaching, and. that he 
» fhould take fuch pains on you to wean you from the 
world, and make you willing to be gone. Many of 

God’s people, that have been averfe to dying at the 
beginning of a ficknefs, by the increafe and con- 
tinuance of it, have beet brought to be well fatisfied 
to depart that they may be with Chrilt.. 

(5thly, You have ground to blefs. Ged for timing 
a your afflictions fo well, that he fent them not till he ’ 

Rts you ftood in need of them ; he faw a need for 
them, as 1 Pet. i. 6, and he would not let you want 
_what was needful. . 

| 6thly,” Aoppighe to praife God, that he erhetatis 
kyon trial d proportions your burden for your — 
owback, that when he takes a rod to-you, he hath not 
emade it a fcorpion ; that when he deprived you of © 
- Yone-comfort and enjoyment, he did not frip you of 
| cand. leave you wholly comfortlefs : that when. 
ou fuffer in one thing, he. hath not made you to. 
43 fatter i inevery thing, in foul, body, eftate, relations 
‘and all together; that inftead of afflicting you fora. 
_ + few days, he hath not made your whole life a fcene 
of mifery and alflittioas. Blefs God, that he punifh- 
_eeth’ you lefs, unfpeakably lefs, than your iniquities. 
deferve; that your. fick.bed, ts not hell, your fever 
” 996 not’ everlafting | burnings, your pain is not one, 

: gnawing of the worm that never dicth. 

" athly, You have caufe to: praife God, that your 
é iction is not fo great as: that of fome others, 
me a Ree shat, se Pee dear to eee vie 
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cf ont heWwartd was not worthy 3? which I men- 

tioned before as recorded, Heb. XLe Yours are 
nothing fo . theirs, nothing to Job’s, that eminent 
fervant of God. Obferve the difference — thankf- ; 
- giving and praife. 
Sbly, You have reafon to blefs God for the ; 
ftrength and fupport he hath given you under af . | 
_ flidion. You would foon fink and fuccomb under 7 
-a fmall burden, if he did not. fupport you by his 
3 
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race ; but, when he bears you up, the heavielt tri- 
al fhall not fink you. . Have you not met with fome 
afflictions, you have thought at a diftance you would. 
never have been able to bear up under them? yet, 
when they that come,. you have found. them light 
and portable, by reafon of the irene tte, God hath 
beftowed on you. 
bly, You have ground of thank/piving: dat te 
mercies and bleflings which God hath continued. 
with.you, are far greater than thefe he hath taken 3 
from you : For though he hath. taken this and that 
_ temporal: bleffing from you, yet he hath not taken 
Chrift from. you, nor his holy Spirit from you;he 
hath not feparated you from his love, nor cut asec ! 
nf from all ararsee of heaven. pews fei ens NEG 


Neva: 








ae all ae ‘affiions! the eae ms a aah it foe, xe, 
and: for your profit. » Allhis ways are gine sous 
truth to Dias a he: es et ‘is ih mercy 3 a be 

God afta saa ies He: S$ ¢ 


jens < "Their siakew te pe hein ‘at, a4 . 
; ae ‘their ean t comm their mande defious 
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ed, I went aftray,: but now. I have hearted to- keep 
thy word.” — Pfal. cxix. 67, 71. From all which it 
appears you have. epanitole Sronndas of praife, even, 
in the, time ios affliction. . 


F 


Deeks IV. Let the children of. God, pea na ld with 
ficknefs, fet about actual ep deean: for death and 
eternity. 

'VBRY believer hath Lis main work done, and 
| is always in a gracious ftate, by reafon of his 
union with Jefus Chrift, his reconciliation with God, 

through the merit of his’ blood, and the univerfal 

. change that is wrought in him by regenerating and 
-Yandtifying grace : upon which account every child 

~~ of God hath habitual preparation for meeting with 

death. Yet becaule frequently, when ficknefs com- 
eth, there are many things out of order with them, 

_ that make death frightful and undefirable, they 

~amuft fet about actual preparation for death, and 

eek to have their fouls made ready for the bride- 

_. groom’s coming. And here I fhall fhew wherein 

G5. 4 bis aéual readiness of believers doth confift, which 
ould be their proper work and exercife in time of 
fickneds,, , efpecially when ficknefs is lingering, and 
do ‘not-deftroy the ufe of reafon. But beware of 
a bi ‘ing that this fhould be delayed till. ficknefs 
5 et No, no; the time of health is the’ main 
tking feafon, and all fhould be then by-hand, as 
as poflible. But, feeing even the belt generally 
much to do at the very lat, I hall’ give the 
wing advices for your actual preparation. 
Seeing ficknefs is a mean appointed of 
| people’s good, and particularly for fi 
_ better world ; labor earneftly to ial | 
et metals) feck God's. blefling niger . 
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to. a willingnefS. to be diffolved, that you may be. 9) 
with Chrift. 
2dly, Seeing the time of ficknefs and death is the: 
time of your “preateft need, beg earneftly of God; 
for your Redeemer’s fake; fuch fpecial afliftance, in- 
fluences and operations. of his holy. fpirit, as he 
_ knows.needful for you in your prefent low and weak 
condition, in order to: carry on and complete your: 
actual readinefs for meeting with himfelf at death,, 
-and entering into the invifible world, and being. fix. 
ed unalterably in your everlafting ftate.. 
__ 3dly, Renew the exercife of repentance, and ne faiths: 
in ‘the ‘blood ot Chrift,. for removing all grounds of 
quarrel and: controverfy betwixt God and ss foul,. 
And in order thereto, review your by paftlife, and 
look into your heart alfo, and fearch. out every pres _ 
dominant fin and idol of jealouly; for if there be 
any iniquity regarded in your heart, and unrepented et 
of by you,,it may occafion no little anguifh and bite. — 
ternefs of fpirit in adying hour... Well, when thou 
haft difcovered fin, humbly confefs and bewail it bes ag 
tore the Lord, and afk forgivenefs for it. thro? the 
blood of Jefus ‘Chrift the Son of God, which. et Lg 
eth from all fin. Yea,,make confeffion of all thy — 
fins, and particularly refle&, upon. the fountain and 
{pring of them,. vz.’ thy original Site. Knox the « 
plague of thy own heart, and mourn. over it, mm 
~ for the lofs and miffpending of much. precious time, 
Mourn for . the unprofitablenefs of thy life.. Now; 
when the ax is. jJaid to the root of the tree by fi c 
it is high time to mourn for your unfruitfulne {su 
der the means of grace and waterir ss of the holy 
Spirit. Mourn for your finning. again fach light — 
and love as have been many daysdifplayed toyouin — 
Ra. the. glorious golpel. And, in a fpecial mal her, 
| mourn. for your fins of omiffion, which commonly — 
e but little minded by us. Thas mourn for all 
1 it thou dolt. water thy. couch wee te tears. es: 
itable vase death fhould ind every man, 
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ing and repentance: for they that thus fowi in tears, 
fhall eternally reap in joy. But fee that your tears 
run much in the gofpel channel, and flow from the 
believing views of a: crucifiedChrift, iwhom you have 
pierced. by your fins.” And, in the midi of your 
mourning, be. ftill aiming to take faith’s grips of the 
clefts of this rock, for fheltering thy foul: from the 
— guilt of by pak fins § fay,“ Lord Jefus,.I have no 
refuge. but) “thy wounds, de? fountain But thy . 
blood; no covert but thy righteoufnels. And feeing, 
thou freely makeft offer of thy merits for pro- 
tedtion;. and inviteft even the chief of finners to come 

unto thee, daying, Look unto: me,,and be ye faved 3: 
Lord, ‘I embrace ‘the offer, and flee to thee to cover’ 
me?’ -O believer do this, not once or twice, but do. 
at. ‘a hundred times over 3:do it as long-as thou haft. 
breath to draw in the ould.) Be THE. breathing to: 
- the very laft, after a crucified Jefus'for relief againft” 
‘pa the guilt of fin, which thou art always contradting,, 
, be: ‘ill the earthly houfe oF this tabernacle: 


od 
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Fatt to’ your ‘aGtiraY’ readhieks to go" 
et the bridegroom, when coming to you. 
, you muft do as the wife virgins, Matth.. 
a hes and trim. your lamps.” As ihe not: 
| Gidiane’ tO eve only ches a er fe nm eg: 
fe pmay, or to" Have it burning” in fome_ degree,. 
There is’ more -requifite at this time, that the foul: 

mi y be aétually ready ;: the lamp muft be trimmed). 
ch imports, ipsa hes e Py Sa Pet his 
ek te nett 
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Stir up the gift that is in thee «make the oil burs clear : 
and fhine byight. . Bring faith, love, repentance and 
holy defires, to a lively Bienes : 3aly,, This trim- 
ming imports the cleanfing of the lamp, by taking 
away the dead afhes that hinder the light, orprevent. 
its burning fo clearly as otherwife it would. Seyou — — 
muft labour to take away the dead afhes of ecorrup- 
tion, that hinder the fhining of grace: remove all 
unbelief, earthlinefs, deadnefs, felf, and formality, _ 
and whareved elfe doth fupprefs the exercife of faith. oO 
love, | heavenly-mindednefs: let: all.thefe dead : 
atfhes be fnuffed away by repentance and moertifica- , 
tion.. As you ought to ftrive earneftly againft, all : 
thefe heart-evils in time of health,.fo now labour to — 
give them: a dead ftroke when death’s Foie ace 
gives you a fummons. . 
. 5thly, Be diligent m gathering and fun up ae 
your evidences for heaven and eternal life;. that? fe ros 
you may not venture. into the dark valley at anu i 
certainty. The comfort of dying will much depend iy 
on the clearnefs of your evidences ; it is” therefore 
your wifdom to examine them carefully, and fee if pay 
you can fay, “ Eknow in whom’ I have believed; I. 
have confented' with my foul to the method of falvae Sie 
tion laid down in the covenant of grace.. Lam defir- 
ous that the glory of it fhould be eternally, afcrit edit ® 
to the free grace of God, and the creaturé be wholly | 
abafed in his fight. I have chofen God for my_ aie 7 
‘tion, and Chrif*for my only Saviour ; and the ha i 
pinefs which I aim at is,.to enjoy. God. in Chrift ior 
ever. And, in order thereto, I ‘depend on the holy 
© Spirit to aealy the redemption which Jefas Chrift | 
hath purchafed to me, and to fanéify ‘me perfedtly. i 
There i is no fin but what [I hate and> defire ‘to ) apt” 
with. I-would rather have more holinefs, than tc 
have health and all the ‘pleafures in the world, . F. 
-earneftly defire the flourifhing of Chrilt’s. K 
| hae Le to my ee joy. 
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and Tong to: be'gone that you may'be with Chrift. 
You may fay as Plalm xxiii. 4, « When I walk: 
through the valle y of the fhadow of death, I will fear 
no evil, for thou art with me. You may go off the 
Bene with ‘the Pfalmilt?s words in your mouth, 
falm xxxi. 5, * Into thine hand I commit my fpirit, 
for thou haft redeemed ‘me, © Lord God of truth.” 
- 6thly, Labour earneftly to°overcome the love of 
life and fears of death, fo as ta be! content to part 
~ swith all things here at God’s call. G believer, what 
ig there in : this earth to tempt thee to hang back, 
_ when God: ‘calls thee to depart ? while you are hick, 
_ you may lay your account with many loffes, croffes, 
_ difappointments, -griefs, and calamities ofall forts. 
| ‘Friends will'fail you; enemies will hate you, lufts 
3 ‘will moleft you,. Satan will tempt you, and the world 
ts will decieve yous Death is the way that the deareft 
wf God?s faints;. and alt the cloud of witnefles have 
~sgone*before’ you’; yea; the Lord Jéefus’ your’ head 
“a rath trod this. path: and. hath-taken the fting out of 
death, and hath paved away through its dark valley 
“that his people may fafely follow him. Hath the Cap- 
© tain of your falvation gone before you,and will any 
of his foldiers fhrink:to follow him? Art thou con- 
~ tent to’remaim always’ at the fame ‘diftance from 
him, and ‘to enjoy no more’ of his prefence than now 
PA have? are you fatisfied'to live for ever with no 
inf ‘mote knowledge of God,.no mcré love to Chrift, no 
wet “more: holinefs or’ heavenly-mindednefs, than. at pre- 
‘dent you have ?-Do you ‘not: groan under your re- 
x “maining ignorance,- deadnefs,: wanderings, pride, | 
-Spaffion,: unbelief,’ felfilhnefs, eorlalinds: and other 
a beoeorippety that here befet: you ? And are you not 
« efirous:to go to the place where’you will be eternal-_ 
ly free of them am) and: where eat all never 
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. beth foul’s delight and element forever. ‘ By fuch’ 
- confiderations ftrive to conquer the fears of death 
_and defires of life; which are often great clogs. to the 
people of Godin their preparations for flitting. , 
ythly, Be oft meditating upon the heavenly glory y 
which thortly. all believers will fee and enjoy. Bet 
much inthe contemplation of the glorious company 
above ; behold Chrift upon his glorious throne, at 
the right hand of God and Abraham,: David, Peter, ° 
Paul and all the reft ofthe faithful ones, with their 
“crowns of righteoufnefs, triumphing about their: re- 
‘deemer. Think, O believer, how happy will that 
day be;. has thou fhalt meet, with. thy father, and: 
brethren, and. thou fhalt fee thy elder brother onthe —_ 
throne, ready to pafs fentence in. thy favour.. What? & 
_ melody will that fentence found in thine ears, Come 
ge blefed of my Father, Sc. . What frame wilt thou — 
. be in, when he fets the crown of glory on thy head?’ 
-O eternally free love ! wilt thou ‘ery, «O Savio 
thou did& wear a crown of thorns, that I might: wear. = 
“a crown of glory ; thou didf groan on the’¢ 
~~ that I might now. fing. Wonderful free love, th 
_chufed me, when thoufands were paifed by; ; that fay. 
ed me from ruin, when my companions in fin mut 
burn in hell for ever.” . Thinkhow ravifhing it wil 
. be to meet with your godly acquaintances. in: hea 
with whoni you prayed, praifed, and converfed — 
here! Will you not then try out, O.my brethren ake 
what a change is here! . this:glorious. place is not “ 
_like the poor dwellings we had on eattl:; this body, ue 
+. this foul, this Rate, this place, our clathes, our com-. 
pany, our language, oar thoughts, are far ‘unlike: oe 
 thofe,we had: then! The bad: hearts, the body of | 
death, the corruptions and i temptations we then c 
* plained of areall now gones: _Wehaveno nore 
of death or hell,no more ufe for repentance or] 
aith: or hope; thefe are. now {wallowed opi | 
te vifion, eternal love, j poy aid» brates : 
2 hee cctias eae On n the 
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‘them to be read to you ; and fuppofe with yourfelf 
you:had been a companion with John in the Ifle of 
“Patmos, and. had got fuch a view.of the glorious 
_ Majelty, the bright thrones, the heavenly holts, and 

fhining fplendour which he faw ; the faints in their . 
swhite robes, with crowns on their heads.and palms 
in their. hands, and heard them finging the fong of 
‘Mofes and the Lamb, and trumpeting forth their 
eternal hallelujahs; what a heavenly rapture 

 wouldift thou have been in! Well then, O believer, 
thou fhalt fhortly have clearer and fweeter fights 
than all thefe which John or any of the faints ever 
4aw here upon earth. : Surely that heavenly glory is 
a fubjec&t worthy, of thy thoughts, and moft fuitable 
_for thee to meditate on in time of ficknefs, and -when 

4 incthe yiew of death... 

; - Bibby. It would be alfo very fuitable at dic time, 
order to your actual readinefs for death, to be fre-. 
it y looking out and longing for Chi iR’s coming. 

.s Ambraham, ftood in his tent door, ready to go 
oy forth to meet the angels that were fent unto him, fo 
_ .fhould the believer keep himfelf in a waiting -pofture 
_jatthis time. He:fhould be like the leving wife, that 

- kongs and looks for the coming oftherabfenthufband, 

_ aecording to his letters to her. By this time (thinks 
fhe). he willcbe-at fuch a:place, and. again: fucha 
_timehe will be at another place, and fo ina few days 
ly willfee him. It is the cHara@er of believers, they 
are fuch aslove: his: appearing, 2 Tim. iv. 8. They de- 
fire his coming, Cant. viii. 14. Make hafle, my heloved: 
Ee ne come, Lord Fefus, come quickly. Bélievers. 
— look upon themfelves as pilgrims here, wate 
_ dering in Idernefs,. -abfent from home, and at a 
e: heir father’s houfe ; and.in time of, 
hiction ery proper for them to be cryit 
avic > Pfal. lv, 6. O thatd had win; 
dovet for then one 187 erat bee ys re! 


? 















ABiied’ Mans Conipan jon. oD 


home to my country and friends above! Oh! my 
Lord is gone; my Saviour hath: left the earth, and 
entered into his glory! my friends and - -bréthrett 
are gone to theirbleffed reft, where they fee God’s 


face, and fing his praife for ever: and,’ bores can IT. 


be willing to ftay behind, when they are gone? Muft! 
Tbe finning here, when they are ferving God above ? 
Mut I be groaning and fighing, when they. are tri¢ 


umphing and dividing the fpoil ? Surely J will look 


after them,and cry, O' Lord, how long ? — fhall 
i be with my Saviour and a a roan Wiehe 





Direct. V. Let believers in time ‘of acenete ‘endeavour alt 
. they can to glorify God, and edify thofe ass are —— them, — 


_ by their fpeech and behaviour. ty pea ake 
F ever a child of God be aidtive ¢ te promote the 


‘honor and glory of God, it fhould be in time of — iat 
ficknefs, and when death may be approaching. — o 


there is good reafon forit; for 1f, This may be the 


lat opportunity'that ever thow fhalt have to do any 
7 thing for God, ‘and therefore thou “fhouldft ‘ttndy 


to improve it to the utmoft, © Heaven, to” leicht 8) 


thou art going, is the place where thou fhalt receive — 


thy reward; but thou canft haveino accefs thereto # 


advance God’s glory, by commending God and 


Chrift, and religion to ‘finners, ‘or weak believers. 
‘Upon this account, many of God’s children have 





been’ Content’ to: fafpend ‘their heavenly happinefs fe ; 


for a while, and to flay upon. the earth for fome k 


ger time. “I have’read of a certain martyr,’ cwhen_ 
going to carat be: ieee ce sake sea that he - 
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fent me, while it is, day 5 ; for the night . cometh 
wherein no man can work.” This confideration. 
thould make thee Aeftir thyfelf with the greatelt ac- 
tivity, like Samfon. before his .death, who, when he 
could have no.more opportunity. tor Merve God and. 
his church, he cried to God, and. faid, Judges xvi. 
“BB. « O Lord God,, remember. me I, pray thee,-and 
frergthen’ me this once.’? -And, then, he bowed 
himéelf with all his might, to pull, down the pillars, 
of Dagon’s temple; being willing to facrifice his life 
to the “min thereof. 

2dly, The holy, {peech and carriage of dying be- 
lievers,..may, through the, blefling. of, God, make. 
deep impreffion upon. the hearts ofunregenerate men 
that are witneffestothem. .Thefe. who:,have deri- 
ded the, peopl: of God for. the firidnefs, of their 
lives, and .defpifed their | counfels. and. reproofs, as 
proceeding from: humour, or precifenefs.;, yet have 
- begun to.notice their words: and aétions,, when; they: 
have feen them: on. fick-beds, and,on the: borders. of 
eternity, and to have other thoughts of religion. and, 
-holinefs. than tormerly they had. Now. they, think 
“the. man is -in good, earneft, and . fpeaketh the 
ee of-his: heart ;. andy, if ever he can, be believ- 

mutt be: now, Jt is:mof. convincing: to car- 

Be -perfons, to fee: believers, bearing. up with, pa- 
| “Hence. in their ficknefs ;,.to- hear them: {peaking good) 
fod, commending: his ways,.and nejoicing in God 
as their portion, ; in midft of their: fharpelt. pains 5. 
yo fee them behaving as; thofethat.are going to 
_ dwell with Chrift,, fmiling and-praifing - God, wher 
friends ; are: fighing and weeping about them... 
inclines. them. to:think, farely: there mute. -@Fealin 
: , ete there is.a vifible: difference betwixt, 
ae: en th 1of the righteous and ofthe-wicked.; shee:t 
| Baialam swithedto diese ethe death-of the-1 
‘so: baw: sis rd cold dikealiow:2 . 
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cheerful te was, and triumphing over approaching 
death. ‘ Oh that I might live with thee, and die 
‘with Ambrofe !” Nay, fuch fights might draw them 
not only to defire to die the death of the righteous, 
but alfo to refolve to live their lives. If carnal 
men faw believers going off'the ftage with fuch con- 
fidence and joy, as becomes thefe that are. entering 
into eternal reft with Chrift, and thefe that are go- 
ing out of a howling wilderneis to a glorious Cana- 
an; it might bea powerful invitation to them to go 
tend feek after the fame felicity. uae 
3dly, 'This likewife would be very edifying. and: 
‘confirming to all that fear God. How tauch sould 
gt contribute to eftablith them in the pradice of ho- 
linefs, and to quicken them in their: diligence im 
ferving and glonfying of God m the days: of their 
‘health, to hear a dying believer fay, “Of all the 
time which T have ever lived, I have no’ comfort 
now in refletting upon’ one hour, but what I fpent. 
‘in theffervice of Goa. Were I to begin my life, 
I would redeem time more carefully than ever. 
One hour in communion with God is far {weeter 
than many years fpent in worldly pleafures.. Come 
here, then, all ye that fear God, and I will tell you 





' what he hath done for’ my foul. oO tafte aantinfee a 


that God is good?? 

4thly, Confider the examples: ae God's ehildosh 
‘in former ages, how-ufeful and edifying their words 
‘have been, at fuch atime, to all round about them, 
But this head Tintend to infift fully upon afterwards. _ 
. But how fhall I behave foas I may glorify NS 
ek seid edify others, when I am: fick ¢ or dy ae pa eae 
“would have fome particular direttions for it. ae 
_. Anfw. if, You may do this by your patience un- 
Rl pain, and fubmiffion to God’s will, with: efper 
“tthe event, 1h opeonceatel or rere Ieis w 























. 4 “a “convincing coat en ings =< e “ 





1600.) ABMed Mans Companion. 


-aljfaying,o Tet God-himfelf ioeideen me: he 
as wife, and knoweth» beft’ what ts needful and moit 
proper for’me ; I ave no. will but’ God’s will? 
-For any man to defire tolive when God calls Lin to 
‘die, or'to defiré to die-when God calls him to live, is 
-equally a fign of cowardice: for he that defires to 
dive, isvafraidvto look death in. the face ; and he 
that defires: to. die, would fice from fome calamity, 
-and takefhelter m death But hei-is the moft va- 
‘Hant man that«can die willingly when God would 
have ‘him die, and liveas wilinely when God would 
‘have‘bim live 5 this is true chriltian valour. f 
cagdlys By:pious! ‘exhortations and: warnings to thefe 
thitrarcdabout: you. It may be*the laft occafion 
syoumay have of glorifying ¢ God'this 1 way: O do 
“not loofe the feafon which may beufefully improven 
for the good of fouls. For thus a believer may bring 
smore’ honor: to, God, and more advantages to. pre- 
: cious fouls ‘by his ficknefs and death, than ever he 
_ \ did by-all his health and’life in the world ;. for their 
fpeeches: have more weight with people at fuch a 
time» than at any other. Hence the Patriarchs, 
‘knowing the* prevalency of fuch: words, do urge Jo 
 feph. with: Jacob’s. dying charge, Gen 1, 16. +15, 
_* And they:fent a meflenger unto Jofeph faying, 
‘Thy father did command before he died, faying, idee 
_ dhallye fay unto Jofeph, Forgive, I pray thee.pow, — 
sthee the:trefpafs of thy brethren,” &c. And in 
ought to be ready to give good counfel to all hep 
_ .weievon fick beds, fo efpecially we fhould be come 
cerned, for children, and’ near ‘relations: they are — 
3 nee than; cthers, with our. ficknefs, and fo — 
| they beiwith our fayings ; ‘our admonitions may 
si the ns good kv prad ae are rotting in the duft. _ 
 Qusf. What. ought to be the fabje& of our -d 
‘e@ikiceaiilvishahations to others at fuch-a-time 
oo Anfitae: orf, ‘It is very proper to be much i 
mending the mafter you have ferved, and 
ency of his fervice, to thefe that are 
them.of nF Ue aan ge 


oey gia, Fh aN 
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wiste! you have Sbeiedy and of the bounty and 
faithfulnefs of that Lord whom you have worfhip- 
ped, loved, and’ praifed ; and of the greatnefs and 
eternity of that reward you are going to poflefs. 
Let the children of God extol their father, and Ins 
care ot them, and kindnefs to them. Let the ran- 
fomed of the Lord magnify their Redeemer, and 
his wonderful love and fufferings for them. Tell 
others what: fweetnefs and fatisfaction you have 
found in your own experiencein attending God’s 
ordinances, and in fecret duties ; what oe you 
have found in Chrift, and the promifes of his cove- 
nant. And thus let your laft breath be fpent in 
exalting and:commending Chrilt and religion to o- 
thers: 
2dly, Be warning others of the vanity of the world, 
and of all its wealth and pleafures; Tell them that ‘ 
they may fee by your cafe, that thefe things which 
~ people are bewitched with in-the day of their health, 
can fignify” nothing to a fick or dying man; they 
cannot eafe us in our pains, they can afford no’ peace 
to a troubled foul, they cannot lengthen: our lives: 
one hour, and far lefs can: they fave from the wrath 
ef an angry Ged. “ Oh,” may you fay, what a. 
miferable cafe had I been in at this time, if Thad 
no better portion than this world, and nothing elfe 
to look to but its riches and. pleafures | Wherefore, 
Sirs, fet not’ your hearts upon it, but. forfake it be- 
fore you beforfaken by it, and make choice of that 
which will be fupporting to you.in the evil day.» 
3dly, Be warning them of the evil of fin, and ‘what 
mifchief and deceitfulnefs, you have found: in it. 
Tell them, that though-the devil and the flefi: wiGittes 
tempt you to leok on finasa harmlefs thing, “yet 
_ the pleafure willfoon be gone, and a fharp fting will 
‘be left behind. Sin will appear no light matter, | 
when the foul is going hence into the awful prefence _ 
OF & holy God. yo ou would give a thoufand worlds | 
then yor and: the blood of anki nd to an- 
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4thly, Tell them of the great difference betwixt 
the godly and wicked man’s choice. ‘he godly 
aman ehufeth the better part that cannot be taken 
from him ; he. lays up, his treafure in heaven where 
none can reach it, fo that it yields him rich fup- 
plies when ficknefs and death come upon him. 
’ But O how foolifh is the wicked man’s choice, that 
for a moment’s flefhly pleafure, doth lofe his im- 
mortal foul, and everlafting happinefs ! Warn them 
to mind the one thing needful in time, and not to 
pamper their bodies for the worms, but to fet them- 
- felves prefently to clofe with the offers of Chrifl, and 
make fure an intereft in his righteoufnefs to cover 
themin theevil day. 
5thly, Be telling them of the evil ot floth and neg- 
Jigence in the work of their falvation: and be exhort- 
ang them to mind it, and do it with all their might. 
For however fome may .cenfure and deride God’s 
people 1 now for their ftriétnefs, diligence, and zeal 
in the matters of religion ; yet, when they come to 
die, they will be ready to with that they had been 
more. diligent. in falvation work; that they had 
loved God, fled to Chrift, and had fought and ferved 
: him) with all their, hearts-and fouls : and to cry, ‘ O 
: fora little more time ! O if God would recover and 
_ try us’once,more with health, how diligent would 
Bi we iar Wy ‘aA Nes tell them. Sea thefe who have been 
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purpofe for the foul; my mind: is fo diverted and 
indifpofed for. fpiritual work. by ficknefs and pain, 
that I cannot attain to any {uitable compofure for it. 
And how miferable. were. I, if I had all my. work to 
begin atthis time! O take. warning, and improve 
precious time, and efpecially the day of the gofpel, 
‘the time of the fpirit’s ftrivings, and the time of 
youth, which is the moft ufual feafon of the conver- 
fion of.fouls, and of paging. finners into acquain= 
tance with Jefus Chrift.”’ : 





‘Direct. VI. = God’s children, whee fick or qaiee be ex= 
prefling a great concern for the advancement of the kings 
dom of Chrift; and of true religion in the rifing generation. 


EAL and public fpiritednefs for Chrift’s inters 


eftis very becoming: his people in all. the peri 


ods of their lif@ybut more: efpecially at’ this time: 


When Chrift is ready to take you to-his kingdom in 


heaven, O be not unmindful of his: kingdom on — 
-earth.: It would’ be acceptable to God, and. pleaf- 


ant in the frght of men, tofee you exprefling a: Warm - 
concern for ‘the rifing age, and for promoting the 
welfare of the fouls of your children, and others that © 
furvive you: and feeing you can be no longer ufeful 
to thefe you leave behind, by your counfels, exams 
ples, or prayers, as formerly ; do your utmoft gor 


'- them now. And this coneern the children of God 


Ee: 





in time of ficknefs may evidence feveral ways. 


iff, By earneft prayers to God, both for the prof 
perity of his church, and the Alourithing of reli: 10 13 
general, and alfo for your children and relations in ~ 





particular, that they may bea holy feed, and. gen- 2 lap 


eration to ferve God, and fhew forth his praif 


_ world, when you are gone off the flage. Eyisee< 
am aly, By intrufting the care of your children’s 
_ucation to fuch tutors and guardians'as will uch. 
pao paces their et and aon me hops ‘the oo 





er Seats | sian 





~ a » By alliagy yore, ve hoa ON tamer ie 
“awit ‘secre ee. peieiics ons folemn- charges’. 
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your children and’ relations, with refped. to’ their’ 


ferving of God, and worfhipping him ‘in their fam- 
ilies and in fecret ; fo as-they can-neyver look into 
your teftaments, and the legacies left to them, but 


they will hear fomething that may be affecting, up- 


ftirring, and edifying to their fouls. 

4thly,. By honouring the Lord with your fubftance, 
and leaving formething of what God hath. bleffed 
_ you with to-pious ufes ; particularly-for the Teligous 
- education’ of the children of the poor, for buying 
Eibles to them, and: other good books ;, and for pro- 


. pagating of Chriftian knowledge in ignorant places, — 


fuch as the highlands and iflands, by erecting and 
maintaining {chools there; which glorious work. 
is happily begun, and pretty far advanced by that 
honorable fociety at Edinburgh, whofe treafurer is 
ready to receive donations from all fuch as the Lord 
pleafeth. ‘to move to make a free-will offering for 
_ promoting that pious defign. Many pious perfons 
_ have contributed already thereto ; and it were defira- 
ble that others, whom. God hath enabled for its 
. fhould mind it before they die ; for by fatal experi- 
> @nce we may obferve, that the moft godly parents do. 

- Rot know how their children will employ the eftate. 

‘ Mig leave. them, whether as fuel for their lifts, or 
‘as oil to feed: the-lamp’s in God’s fanctuary.. It is 
_ (proper. for themfelves then; before they. go off the, 
_ Rage, t to difpefe of fome part of their {ubftance, for 


the glory: and fervice of that God who gave it 


3 _ unto them. . 






he deeper impreffions upon the minds of 
Idrenand friends, if under the warnings of 
nu fhould imitate the example of the proph- 


Perens Chron. xh 12. 80, in rilee: gpa 


* 


y, It might contribute: to promote piety; and 
i, 


who in his life time made a writing which | 
ed tu be delivered to king Jehoram afterhis 
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livered to. your children or friends, wponoccafion 
either of their good or-bad converfation'after your 
death: which probably would’be more regarded by 
them, than the counfels you gave them inthe time 
of your life ;. for in fome refpe: they would be. re- 
ceived andread:by them, as if. Hey: were sad iy from 
heaven. ) ne x i 





Phmace: VII. Let the children. of God dus to fortify eter 
s felves what they can againft'all Satan’s temptations and at- 
faults, which they may expect to-mect with in time os fick 
Bee and affliction: 
TIME of affliction: is commonly a time. is 
.. temptation : for the old ferpent knows the 
fitteft feafons for affaulting the children of God ; 
and he will not be wanting to improve this: opportu- 
nity of advantage’ for fetting upon. the poor foul » 
When Pharaoh heard that the people were entati- 
gied i in the wildernefs, he’ ‘purfued them ; fo,” when. - 
Satan fees a foul entangled with diftrefles and trou : 
bles, he thinks it high‘time to make an attack. - He 
feeks to winnow and fift away the. believer’s grace, 
and therefore he comes when the corn is a baht in 
by the rod. When Job was fmitten in his» dae sta si 
health, and all: other comforts, then this coward falls. 
upon him, and tempts him to impatience, murmu es 
ing, and wrong thoughts. of God. ey ee 
-At this time, O believer, you: ‘have fietial need! to ae 
be on your guard, and lcok out. Reckon always, — 
when ficknefs or trouble cometh, the prince of t ae *, 
world cometh alfo. Stand then to your defence, ~ 
and put on your armour, efpecially the fhield of faithy 
that you may be able to quench the fiery darts 0: th 
devil. You have need at this time to put-in‘prac 
our ‘Lord’s direction, “ Watch and pray » that ye 
_ ter not into temptation.” Pray. for wifdom and 
te counteraét him, and chixt you may : not be ion 
of his devices ; and pray pasticulays 
rf Sete you proof againft all his. falfe re 


rod and his providence to you 





























God, will with much boldnets reprefent God falfely 
to you, who fee and* khow fo littl He will be 
ready to tempt you to think that God's angry with 
, and dealing with you as anenemy. Thus was 
Fob tempted, Job xxxiit. 10; rr. “ Behold, he find- 
ath occafions againt me, he counteth’ nie for his en- 
emy: he putteth my feet in the flocks. he marketh 
al my paths.” But obferve what Elihu anfwers, 
In this thow art not juft::Godis greater than 
man. Why doft thou ftrive againft him? for he 
| giveth not account of any of his matters.”” But fee- 
_ ing I {poke before of the ‘wrong thoughts of God, 
which we are apt to harbour in time of affliction, 
Chap. II Direct. 3. I thall pnoceed to fpeak of fome 
other temptations wherewith Satan doth affault 
‘ God’s. people. when-in. bem and fur. ith fome ane 
Nesp tue a 



















im D patneys to pe ‘feen' of 3 mens. bbs never 
epented. or. believed fincerely i in the fight of 





crify in me,,but I hope-itis not! allowed and 
reigning: hypocrify 5 .e always! wreitled againf it 5 
efore I°am notan hypocrite. I regarded the 
eem of men too much, ‘but Thope £ value the ef- 
m of God:‘much more. My faith and repentance 
weak, but I- hope they are fincere. And whatever 
fe&s and:thort comings have formerly cleaved to 
hefe gracesin me, I donow unfeignedly repent of 
; my. fins, Pook: to him that I’ pierced, and mourn. 
A an lieartily willing to be jultified. by the right- 
5 ee of Chrift alone,. and to be cleanféd and 
fané ified by. his Spiri it : and’ here” Tgive up myfelf - 
hrift as: Vaciwd Deen: ‘And this T hope is, 
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eamnot. be true ; for thy heart: is: not braken, ie 
thine eyes do not. Shed tears for fin.” 

Anfu.; It is my. very great burden, and conftant 
complaint to: God, that 1 cannot attain to,a greater. 
meafure of forrow.and contrition for fin; but yet it 
is, my comfort that. repentance is not.to be confined 
to fuch “degrees and fymptoms of forrow as fome da 
win at. I hope, I can: fay through grace, that my 
heartis fet againft all fin, great and imall; and I 
would give all have in the world.to.be. wholly de- 

— livered..from fin. 

Tempt. 35° Saith. ‘the tempter, “But. thy day of 
grace, is paft, it is too late: for thee to think of  re- 
pening or. believing: ;. God. will not accept, of rote 





My a Butl tied itis not fo. vith me, feeing: Goa 
gives mea heart that pants after God, and Chrifts 
ifthe way of commanded-duty., The. offers of f{al- 
vation, through Chrift:are made’ to.all who believe - 
and. repent: and late. penitents are. not excluded = _ 
from the benefit, of thefe gracious. offers more a 


athers. 
Lempte A». But. faith. the tempter, “Thou. art’ none o 
of God’s ele@, andifthou be not. chofen to falvati i 
thoucanftinot befaved.” » 
Anfn. Seonet things belong: ta: God,, and it 
prefumption i in. meto pry into; hisifecret de 
but one thing: Lam. fure of, that every foul + 
chofen to :faith and repentance, is alfo- chofen: 
vation ; buti truft God hath chofer me tort 
etpaid therefore te thelatter.. RCN Ne 
OT ont a But gene aoa at You ouersalue 








dizeal,?? Ne. cit i 
| afta el s count. Noes Joteanaid dung. 
-in_comparifon.of Chri. - bdefire always t o be deep 
_ dy-humbled: wader, afenfe.of «my, fin inefs: and: un- 
_ worthinefs; and to. abhor every (motion th 
eo alate ee wana 
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and wou'd tempt me to rely on my graces or raoree 

or put them in the teaft. in Chrift’s room. . 

 *Tempt. 6 The iffue.of thy ficknefs may be death, 

~ and:thou art »not Arid 5a re rage no affurance 
of thy falvation.” 

 Anfrw. A perfe& certainty 1s not “to ue. expetied 
here; there will be ftill fome queftions, fome doubts 
and fears; but thefe I refolve not..to” indulge ‘now, 
but-to break through all, that I may embrace Chrift, 
and be found in him. 'Phe delires of my foul are to 

Chrift, and the remembrance of his name: and fuch, 

I believe, he swill not fuffer to. pert a SOL believe, 

Lord;help my. unbelief.’ 

os <Teinpt.) 9. * Butthowart a- franger to the euithte 

world ; how wilt thou adventureinto that world 

_ Of spirits, with which thou haft Sad hittle: ACHE hs 

ance 2? - , 
 Anfw. Soe Chiit, “eho! is. my ches aud abet 

fbi jis “no- Rranger toit 3 he is the Lord of that 

land; and provides manfions for all his:people there ; 
and-he will receive every one of them home; and 
lodge them fafely. « The {pirits of juft men-made 

”? swere once’ what ‘my {pirit now. is; they 

ftrangers: to that world before they came to 

vellas 1: but their head being in: it, encour- 
lem to go to it: “and now they rejoiceimit.as 
ndly dwelling-place of all the faints. Pera 

je « Tenpt. 8 ‘8. “ But thou art vile,and God is inf 

+ Ritely’ pure: ‘and. glorious ; bop Meat thou oer of 

roaching fomear to him 2? 

Anfv. Thou ugh a weak eye’ be not able to. look: “up- 
1e fun, yet I hope to be fitted and flrengthened 
1at glorious fight. Befides,.God-doth now ap-. 

in his Son Chrift, where his. to et Rag 
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_on the glory:and dignity of my head. ° Surely God. ae 
will not defpife the members of his dear Son, nory 
trample on any that are his flefh and bones. 
Tempt. 9. But what will become of thy wife 
and children, when thou art taken from them ? 
 “Anfw. TEE trukt God fo willingly with my foul, 
and my eternal concerns, why may I not truit bine + 
- with my relations alfo ? Have I not feen how won- 
derfully he hath provided for others? ? Doth not 
every thing in the world depend on his will and_ 
pleafure? How eafy is it then for God to fopply his 
own ? 
‘Tempt. ro. ** But fill death i is terrible to nature, es 
even the king of terrors.” a 
 Anfur. But my Redeemer hath tafted death for 
me, and taken out its fearful’ fting ; ;-he ‘hath cone 
quered death, and keeps the’keys‘of death and hell. 
Wherefore through him will I fing, “O deatlt, ie 
where is thy fling? O grave, where isthy vi@ory?” 
Tempt. 11. “ But it is terrible to think of appear-  ._ 
ing before God’s tribunal, to be tried and judged.” see age 
Arf. bad a friend and interceffor will be the. 
















Soeti3 ? 
~ But befides all thefe, : a Hal) God | may f 
fuffer the tempter to affault his own peo, 
of their affliaion with his { fiery darts and 
battering engines, fuch as temptations to 
blafphemy, defpair, &c. ee fou 
terribly fhaken, and fore ama mazed. 
Your relief in this: cafe is t tC 
and remember how he yas himfelf b 
| sy ere with the n d 
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by the houfe of Ifrael. \You muft at faith.on-your 
' exalted head. . 


OO BR aL 


‘Containing fome fpecial. directions to unregen- 
erate perfons, when afflicted by ft sahiden Orr... 7 
| otberwife. | F 


i 





-Draecr. I. Take a ferious view of the miferable condition of 
a Chriftlefs perfon under. ficknefs or heavy affliction. 
tis: ONSIDER the vatt difference betwixt your 
"te cafe, and that of a true.believer ; he,hath 
ground of confolation. in the greatett, diftrefs, but 
you have none. However ‘fharp the rod of correc- 
‘tion be to him, yet.it is in the hand of a, Father ; 
bet you have to do with.an angry.and fin-revenging 
God: and, who may ftand.in his fight, if once he 
» -be angry? for. he commands both the firft and fee- 
- ond death, and he-can cat. yen bothinto the grave 
| i fe hell at once,.Rey. vi. 8 . Hell followed the 
ale horfe.”?- Death isthe king of terrors, but hell 
eet thoufand:times more terrible. ‘When God af- 
hs his clildren, he ftands to them in the relation 
_ of a loving Father ; but: he deals with you as an 
incenfed judge, Though-he {ees it neceflary for 
their good to chaftife them,. yet he. doth it witha 
_.telenting hand ;. yea, every fireke goeth as. it were: 
4 “0. ‘his rote Ifa. Ixiti,.g, .* In alltheir affliaion, he 
twas afflitted.” ~ But when-he arifeth to puniflr his 
ake ~ enemies, he ftrikes them. with hatred and. detefta- 
ay on, as aman would doa. toad: or venomous.crea-. 
é “AUTES Though they cry, he hath .no--pity, , Prov.i., 
-26., 1 will laugh at your calamity,,and . saeaaee 
is when your fear cometh.” . a a ee aay 
ae ely, ° Weyour - ficknefs Deoatan you. “with eth ies 
io. a. dark and” ‘melancholy . profpett... fee 
i j 






Shave oPyour approaching change? Why, O Chr 
oa sh it is what you are. ‘wholly *ORreRaSe 
a Pe he Sa eR i 
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The old houfe falls” down about your ears, before 
you have another lodging provided.’- When death 
eafts you‘to the door, -you hayeé:no wheré to lay 
your ‘head, unlefs it be om a bed of firé‘and brim- 
ffone. O how furprifing and fearful will the change 
be, that death will make on you! A‘change from 
earth to hell, from light to darknefs, from combeees 
to terrors, from hepe to defpair, from the offers of. 
grace to the revelation of wrath ; a change from the 
focicty of faints on earth, to ite company of the 
damned in hell. Whatever fond hopes of falvation 
you have now, your Hopes fhall lead you no farther 
‘than to the king of terrors, and then “ your hopes 
fhall be cut off, and your trut like a fpider’s $ peby? 
Job viii. 14, Though it co yous much pdins t-_ 
weave and fupport this web now, it will prove’a 
weak and flender defence’to your foul, when: death 
-eomes with his befom of deftruction, and fweeps both 
you and it away to hell, You will then be taken 
. from all the means of grace you-have abufed, and 
‘be forever deprived of an opportunity. of buying oil : 
your lamp fhall go out to death, -and never be light- 
ed any more. 
3dly, In this extremity, you have no airth to look 
to for comfort. O Chriftlefs finner, what will you 
do in the day of vifitation?. To whom will you Hees 
for help? Your houfes, your lands, your: money, 
your honours, your companions, your relations, will — 
all be miftrable comforters to you. “Every. thing 
will look black and difmal round aboutyous « Tfyow - 
look without you for help, you may fee your friends 
weeping and lamenting your cafe; but this will do’. 
“nothing but increafe your veuhiion and mifery. at 
“you look within: you: for relief, confeience, that be- _ 
fore you’ would not fuffer'to: {peak, ‘will meet ¥ ja: 
- with bitter Rings and‘upbraidings. - “Tt: will br = tc 
: your view the fins youhad forgot, the time a 
_miflpent, the health you have: tmifimproven, the eee 
‘fers of grace you have refufed, the. a faly 
: “peat el What on it for - 
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provoke God, and flight Chrift, for-a-little worldy 
profit, or a little brutih pleafure 2? Can thefe relieve 
thee when the arrows of: the Admighty {tick within 
thee, and the térrors of God do fet themfelves in ar- 
-way againft thy fonuk? In the mean-time, the devil,. 
that tempted: you. to your foul-ruining courfe, will 
Repin, and reprefent your fins in. their blackeft..col- 
.ors and aggravations,, to, render. you altogether’ 
hopelefs and defperate. \ O finnery.thou that cmetng- 
elt reft from ch riltin the day of health, and grace, 
thalt find no cafe from the creature in the day of 
fickefs and. death. Your. ficknefs will allow no 
reft to your body, and your finswill permit.no eafe 
‘zo your foul. .You may-expect the fulfilling of that 
threatening, Deut. xxviii. 65.—67..%¢ The Lord hall 
give thee a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, 
and forrow of mind. And. thy .life fhall hang in 
doubt before thee, and thou fhalt have fear day and 
night. In the morning thou fhalt fay, Would God 
itwere even: and at even thou fhalt fay, Would 
God it were morning,” becaufe of the pain of thy 
elk and.anguifh of thy fpirit. 


> Dizeer. H. Let unregencrate perfons carefully i improve th cir 
ficknefs and affliGion, as-means to further their conv er- 
tion*; and pray that Ged may blefs4i it for that-end. , 

a: ANY have begun their acquaintance with 
M God, and with themfelves in the time of af- 
. HiGion ; the furnace is frequently the Spirit’s. work- 
- houfe, where he forms his veffels of praife. There 
_are many who, while health and ftrength’ continue, 
-mind nothing but. vain pleafures.; one day.they go 
to their games and {ports, another. day to their cups 
_and lafcivious company, another day. to vifiting 
their friends ; and thus they fpend the whole time 
of their health and profperity in fin and vanity All 
_the warnings, counfels, and exhortations of. parents, 
friends, and minifters, do them no good, they can- 

-notendure to entertain.a ferious thought. of God om _ 

af ril nat Aaetly of heaven, of hell, or indgment z 3 
te | = ab 3 
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to come. “But when Coa doth caftthem into fick. — 
nefs, or fome great affli@ion, “they, through the % 
‘bleffing of God, begin to come to themfelves, like 
‘the “prod and think of returning again to their 
Father. Several inftances-to this purpofe might be 
given. The earl of Rochefter is a-late one, whofe 
Jife was notorioufly lewd, profane, and - atheiftical, . 
and who had.wickedly employed his wit and parts 
to ridicule. all religion ; yet when he was afflitted 
with pain and ficknefs, and brought to the gates of 
‘death, he began to entertain quite other apprehen- 
“Gols than he had done before ; he profeffed he had 
ferious and reverend thoughts of religion and holi- 
nefs, which before he laughed at ; ‘he moft earneltly. 
and affectionately warned others to abandon their 
evil courfes, and to-live religioufly and foberly, and 
to look upon religion as the greatelt. reality in the 
world ;.he retracted all his impious and profane lan- 
guage, G0) Beare eS he ufed to reflect'on the ways Of 
igodlinets, and willingly attefted all this ‘under. his NES 
‘hand.’ ines 
Pray: then for the divine blefing- om your ficknefs, ae 
that it may contribute to the converfion:. of your 
fou) ; which it doth feveral ways. rft, By openit 
men’s eyes to. get a true fight of. things, . to behold 
religion in its true fhape, and fin in its proper col- 
ours ; hence the rod is faid to give. ewi/dom é 
xxixi ts. ‘They who have mocked at religior 
made light of fin all their-days, have been taughi 
bodily ficknefs to change their tune. Then the 
_gin to have an efteem of the Bible, and 
ee ase a eons ead and 
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zdly, Sicknefs helps to fet.the word preached home 

upon the heart. When God {peaks to us in the day 
_ of health and profperity, we oft give him a deaf ear, 

Jer. xxii. 21. But when diftrefs comes, it brings the 
words of God, and of his minifters, to our remem- 
brance, as it brought Jofeph’s to the remembrance 
of his brethren, Gen, xlii. 21. 

3a/y, Sicknefs contributes to loofe a.man’s heart 
trom the world, and to cool his love thereto ; where- 
by a great hindrance of convertion. is removed out 
of the way, and the man is made to fay, ** How vain 
and helplefs are the world’s comforts to me now ! 
thefe things I delighted in formerly are. taftelefs to 
me at this time. ‘There is no portion can fuit my 
‘foul’s needs, but God himfelf.” 

4thly, It {purs a man on. te prayer that formerly 
“neglected it. When the prodigal is brought to dif- 
trefs, he fays, “I will arife and go to my father.” 
He forgat his father before, but now he will addrefs 
him, Hot v. 15. “In their affliction they will feek 
‘me early.” Thus the Lord frequently begins and 
promotes the converfion cf fouls to himfelf. And 
‘O finner, if this be the fruit of thy ficknefs, it will not 
be unto death, but the glory of God.. 





~ "Direct, Il. Be careful to obey God’s voice in the rod, and 
; beware of flighting it. 


| VERY ficknefs hath a meflage from God, and 
a sat his voice you otght to rey, 304 to with rever- 
- “ence and attention, Micah vi. 9. What faith he to 
fs sk ee at this time? O finner, he faith, * Retire from 
the world, think on death and eternity, abhor thefe 
‘YuRs and idols which God is finiting you for, flee 
sfpeedily to the ftrong hold ; repent, and be convert- 
Sed, that your fins may be blotted out.” This is 
od’s voice to ‘you, and confider how pravegng it 

page hi if f you flight it. 
a a ovoke God to flight your voice: 
nO 758 hin , and ftop his ear againtt the 
ad ZGch. Vile 33. ieee 
ayy 









“be impartial in this work, willing to ki 
‘and difcover the wort of your cate. 


- cannot think to efeape it. Take 
your fins in their nature, number, ; 
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2dly,. You will provoke God to ceafe from being 2- 
reprover to you, fo that he will {peak to you'no more. « 

3dly,. You will provoke him to bring heavier judg- 
ments on you, yea,.fo to draw his {word of juftice - 
againft you,. that he will fheathe it up. no more, as he: 
threatens, Ezek. xxi. 5, . 

4thly, God may.break off all intercourfe and cor=. 
refpondence with you, as with thofe, Ezek. xx. 3t.. 
« As I. live, faith the Lord God, Iwill not. be in-.- 
quired of by you.?”” | 

5fhly, He may feal you up forever under. your fins,. 
hardnefs, and pollution ; and fay to you, as tofome 
we.read of, Ezek..xxiv. 13. Hof: iv..7. Rev. xxii. 
1.  Becaufe l’have purged thee, and thou was net’ 
purged, thou-fhalt not be purged from thy filthinefs. 
any more, till I have caufed my-fury to reft upon. 
thee. Ephraim is joined.to his idols, let him alone, . 
He that is-filthy,,let him be filthy. ftill.2” He that 
is hardened againft the. voice of my rods, let him be 
hardened ftill.. Well then, O:finner, while God is © 
in fpeaking, terms with you,.harken to his voice, and 
obey it 3 fay, “ Lord, what wilt thou: have me to. 
do 2”? | / 





Direct. 1V. Caft Back your eyes upon the fins of your bypaft 
a labour to be deeply humbled-for them before the 
Orda,. & 
grees you are fummoned to prepare for 
ing to the judgment feat of God, where - 
foul is to receive its final fentence ; labour to 
vent the terror of that appearance, by your jt 
yourfelf beforehand. And this you muft. 
fummoning yourfelf before the bar of conf i 
amining narrowly into your ftate, accufin; 
demning yourfelf for your fins, And 


§0- 














and be duly fenfible of your danger, 


ae 
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-‘defervings.- And in order to this, if thou haft any- 
* ‘meafure’ of ftrength: for it, Jet the expofition of the 
ten commandments in our Larger Catechifm be dif 
tin@ly read over unto thee.. Make a-paufe upon 
every: queftion, and fay within thyfelf, «* Have I not: 
omitted what.is here-required by God? and have I 
not committed what is here forbidden by*God ? how 
oft have I repeated thefe fins? how long have I liv- 
ed in the pra@tice of them? ‘O!'do not fo many’ 

- years fins need. very ferious repentance, a very deep 
humiliation?“O! dothnorfuchia vile finneras1,ftand 


greatly in need of :Chrilt to my cautioner and ran-- 


fomer for fuch a vaft number ‘of ‘fins ? ‘will not their 

_ ‘weight prefs me eternally down to the lowe/ft hell,. 

if they. remain unpardoned, and-be laid upon my: 

back 2” Wherefore view then. clofely, and confefs - 
them particularly before God. 

£2, In.thé firft place, bewail thy original fin, the 


fountain of all thy actual tranfgreflions, as did Da-. 


vid, Pfal. li..s. “ Behold, I was fhapen in iniquity, 
and i in fin did my: ‘mother. conceive me.” 

 2dly, Acknowledge: and ‘mourn over the finful: 
outbreakings of thy life, whereby thou: haft difhon~ 
eured God, and grieved. his holy-Spirit; and efpec- 
jally fins again light... 

3dly) Be humbled for thy fins of omiflion, for neg- 
leG@ing of commanded: duties,. particularly for the 
smeglectof prayer infecret, and of family religion. 
* . gthly; Mourn for the lofs-of precious time. Alas’ 
the time of youth miffpent, many Sabbath’days - 
piled away! 
L5thly,: Larne thy long flighting of Chrift, and* 









. ingly] hath been offered to thee inthe gofpel. 
6thly:. Bewail. thy ftifling the. convictions, and: 
: .gqnenching- the motions of the: Spirit; and thereby: 





prov: ovo g him to depart from you. 
yy urn for thy unthankfulnefs to God for-- 


gatvadalortanget veh might have. aluert 
rept ccs asaeae newnels of life... : 





acation, through: his»righteoufneis, which fo "prefs: 


™ pee 
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8rhiy, Confefs thy ftubbornnefs undér former af- 
fliGions, which hath provoked God.to fend new trials: 
upon you. 

9f4iy,. Be humbled-for thy. ear thiy: studied neta, j in. 
that thou haft all thy days been careful and cum- 
bered about many things, and haft negleéted the one 
thing neceflary. 

tothly,. Mourn for the: latenefs-of thy repentance, 
and thy prodigious folly in delaying fo long to: be- 
think thyfelf, and turn to the Lord... ‘ Oh. how un- 
wifely lave I acted,.to miffpend the time of health, 
and delay fo great a work till now, that-I am laid on: 
a fick bed! and now, if I'die before I afta conyert- 
ed, 1 am loft forever... OQ: Lord,.I am afhamed and’ 
confounded.at my madnefs and folly, and have no 
excufe to plead for myfelf, but muft Mand afar off . 
with the poor publican, and fmite upon my breaft, , 
and cry, God be merciful.to me a finner.”? 


Direct. V. Flee. prefently to Jefus Chrift by a true faith, and’. 
clofe with him as offered to you in the gofpel. 

_ RT thou fenfible, O finner, of thy. grievous 

guilt and ill-defervings before God ? then do 

not defpair; for Jéfus Chrift,. who hath offered to 

divine juftice an all-fufficient facrifice-for fin, is offer. 

ing himfelf to thee, faying, «©O diftrefled finner, 

look. unto me, and be faved. Turn unto me, why 

will ye die ?. Come unto me, heavy laden foul, and I 

will give you reft. He that cometh to me, I willin 


no wife caft’out.” Will not fuich. gracious.words, 


fuch moving calls, melt thy heart within thee, and 
make thee cry to him, * Lord Jefiis, [flee to thee as 
my refuge, for deliverance from fin, and protection 


from the wrath to come: I look to thy wounds, E- ‘ 
truft in thy righteoufnefs, 1 depend on thy merit, t athe 
lie at thy feet, and this 1 am refolved to do as lon; ees 


asl Gd breath to draw i in the Wide oa lat sa 
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Binzer. v1, Call for the elders of the church that they mage 
. pray over yow in your ficknefs:’ 
THIS 3 is the apoftle James, his ditection to the 
fick, James v.14. he dothnodt fay, if any be- 
Sek, let him fend fér the phyficians, but for the: ele. 
ders or minifters.: 

Itis true, phyficians are to be called, ‘but’not in 
the firft place. It was Ala’s fault that in’ his‘ dif: 
eafe he fought not the Lord, butto the phyficians ; - 
and, alas, how many follow his example F Mimiters 
are only called for in the laft place, and very often 
when time is paft, the fick being at the point of 
‘death, and fearce capable to fpeak of hear. But if 
you debte to reap ‘benefit’ by the inftru&tions and 
‘prayers of minifters, call for them timeoufly, and 

4 .@pen your cafe unto them; feek their counfel, and— 
hg for. their prayers.- Itis their office to teach and 
pray for you, and they have authority to offer fal- 

vation .to you through Chrift, and to minifter com- 
fort to them that are caft Bow; wherefore a bleff- 
ing may be expeGed on their miniftrations and per- 

. fornsances more than others. Hence God faid.to 

- Abimelech of Abraham, Gen. xx. 7. % He isa 
prophet, cand he fhall pray for thee.”” “And to Job’s 
s@fnends concerning Job, Job xlti. 8. «©Go to my fer- 
“vant Job, and he fhall pray for you, for him will I 
accept: : left that I deal with you after your folly.” 

_ AndLafhy,Re -Mmeniber‘that as the apoftle James en- 
ee vfs” the jick to call tor the elders to pray over them, 
~ Yo at the fame time he directs you,.. James v. 16, to 

confers your faults one to another, Chriftian to Chrift- 

» ian, one friend to another, the people to their minil- 

"fer. Not that this ; gives,any warrant-for the Papifts: 

ae ciaacala, confefhon, which they force upon all. 
ee “gen: to, their pricits as ne fatisfaction for fin, and 
» swhere. they rack | their: ‘confciences, | ast fe re 
mo diftreft) to co confefs ‘their moft fe ak to eo aye 
ip e under pam of heh a wri ch: re 
ak they fe | asa ices tore into the fecrets of pritf besa: 
. pea all dake partons : . ‘a as Lauter Cale 
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wins Beza, and many. others: of orthodox divines:do, 
-teach, it is very. profitable and neceflary for thefe that. 
are inwardly troubled: with.afenfe of. their fins, to 
eafe and difpurden. their confoiences, by confeffing of 
them.to the faithful. minifters of Chrift,-in order,to 
their receiving fuitable counfels, and. confolations 
‘fromthem,. fuch as. Chrift hath: left in his:word for 
contrite-hearted penitents. a ee 
“Thus let every. man ins Taleeds, ufe all appoint- 
ed means. for preparing his foul for a future ftate. 
Thy, preparation,.will .by no..means: haften, deaths 
but .fweetenitto you. Death muft furely. havea 
moft formidable afpec to an unprepared’ finner : 
he may. falute; it as Ahab did mata ‘Fait thon. 
_ found. me, O mine enemy»?”?. why ?. it brings: heavy. 
_and doleful. tidings to him. Buta, prepared foul 
may falute death, ‘Welcome;: O. my ‘friend,. thou. « 
. bringeft,-me tidings of great joy + everlafting: deliv, 
_erance from ‘fin, and.al\ the bitter fruits of it. <I 
. Shall never romplem of thefe anymore: = 2). 
se L “H ey ey Pp. ee ? ; % z fs $ 


evs 


Containing direftious to the people of. Gods 
when the: Lordis:pleafed'to recover themes 


_ from fukngs and: difirefi poh te ee 


soca ‘ y 





Dareer. 1. Weis very proper, both. andet ‘Gicvilebvahs fied acer. 
it, to examine if the affliction Me tanseitett to oneness Ba 3 
-come from the love. of, God». ak pe 

Ta awould: be very ainaihe: Res iaS:.fo™ Rote a 

that the ‘affli@tions’ which ‘God. vifits “us: wit 23, 

Si ‘but: the 














are not the. oN ae 

ment ofa father ; that ee 

wrath, but from fowsk ‘that they 

: ‘bleffings; tous. . Now,. the.belt’. | 
hoxton i the effe@swhich they. work dice: 

ws, through the blefling. of God. 6: 28 
es {yy Cant thou - fa that thy afflidion ath: 
a ‘Bled hevin the. i Of per ain adi 
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-tnd bewail thy fins and ftrayings from’ God as the’ 
_procuring caufe thereof ? Hath it been ‘like Mofes’s 
rod, that fmote the rock, and ‘fetched owt much 
“water ? Did you water yonr ‘couch ‘with tears, and - 
mourn humbly before’ God for ‘all thy God-provok- 
ing fins ? Then it is a good fign ficknefs is fanttified. 

‘2dly, Doth’ thy affliction drive thee nearer God, 
and caufe thee aim at clofer communion with God 
m duty than ° formerly, faying,** However carelefs 
and overly I have been ‘in duty ‘in time: paft, it is 
farely good for menow to ‘draw-near to Godt sg 
Then thy ficknefs is a bleffmg to'thee. 

* gdly, AffiGion is fan@ified,-when ‘the -corruption 
and deceitfulnefs ‘Of the heart is the more difcovered 
and laid open to the view of thefoul; fo as the man 
is made to abhor himfelf*in duft and afhes, and cry 
out as the leper, * Unclean, unclean.” I never 
could have thought my. heart was fo-wicked as now 
I fee-it. 

_ Athly, It tsafanGified ficknefs, that purgeth the 
heart, and changeth the life, and gives a dead ftroke 
to thy fins and -idols, and makes- thee to lothe and 
abhor them more than ever, faying with Ephraim, 

«What have Ito doany more with idols?” ‘ 

' gthly, It is.a blefled rod,when grace ismore quick- 
Shedd and ftirred up thereby, and the man turns 
more fruitful in holy duties and good works ; when 
itis. a budding and bloffaming rod, like to Aaron’s, 
Numb. xvii. It is recorded there of Aaron’s rod, 
that it brought forth buds, bloomed blofloms, and 


yielded almonds. .So it is happy with us, when our 





xeds and ficknefles do produce in us, not only the 
buds ofa profeffion, or the bloffoms or fome begin- 
ings of a reformation ; but even caufe us to yield. 
almonds, fruit favoury: to God... Is confcience be- 
‘come more tender with refpect to fin ?, Are we more 
_ jealous over our hearts? Are we more fervent. im 
prayer, moré lively in praife, more mortified to the - 
; Beis “more: defirous | of communion with)God? 
tote owe fay avid, “ It is good. for - ron; 
| Mies 
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have been afflited 2” and with Hezekiah, * Thou 
halt, in love to my foul, delivered it from the pit of 
corruption.” x 


I2T 


ae pe - fie os ae “ae a Be 
Diaecr. I. Make confcience of offering to God the facri- 
fice of thank{giving, upon his recovering thee fromy ficknels 
or any diftrefs. 


HE Pralmitt gives us this dir tian. feet God, 
Pials ls r4, 1p and he fhews us that it was his 
own practice in fuch a cafe, Pfal. exvi. 17. Pfal. cin. 
1, 2, 3, &c. ‘The command is jult, letus obey it; 
the example excellent, let us imitate it. Praife i is 
comely for the upright. Here: 4 thal give fome mo- 
tives and advices. 
if, God, who is the Pie of all thy mercies . 
and deliverances, gives you tongues for this very end, 
that you: may blefs and praite him for thefe mer-. 
cies, James iil. 9. Hence man’s tongue is called» 
his glory above the: reft of | the creatures, Pal. lvit.. &. 
There is none in the:creation fo endued and qualifi-) 
ed for praifing God, as man is. Angels have rea-: 
fon»and minds, whereby they. adore anda: Imire 
God’s goodnefs and excellency, but have no tongues 
to praife, him ; bealts haye tongues, but. without. 
fpeech or reafon to wfé them: but man hath both 
reafon and fpeech, that he: ‘may both adniire God’s 
goodnefs, and with his- tongue found.. forth God’s. 
praife. See then, O believer, that you ufe. your; 
tongue to anfwer the end.of your creation. -God, 
lofeth his dug rent of praife from. the.reft. of the: 
world, but he expects it from his children, whom] he f 
hath forinéd for this end, and’on whom he hath be : 
urn many diftinguifhing favours. 

» The facrifice of thankfgiving i is mot pleat | 
ing pe acceptable to God. | He loves your tears. 
and prayers, O believer, but much more your. praifes.: 
How well, pleafed was our Lord with the poor depen. 
_ Samaritan, that returned and gave him thanks 
‘gig his bodily ditemper? Luke xvii. He difmif 
epee rich a — Sang and cured 1 hie 
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fouls difcafes, as well as of his body’ s. And there- 


fore, +: 
| 3¢ly, Confider that tharkfulnefs‘for thy mercies 
~ received is a molt profitable courfe for ourfelf ; for 


itis the way to get more and better: roa beltow- 
ed upon you, according to ‘Pfal. Ixvii. 5, 6. ‘* Let the 
people praife thee, .O. "God. Then fhall the earth 
yield her inereafe: and God, even our own God, 
fhall blefs us.’ Lhank{giving for former mercies is- 
a kindly way_of - petitioning for new favours,- and 
God-will-underftand it in this fenfe. 
4thly, God is fe ~well pleafed with the duty of 
thankfeiving, that he honours it to:be the eternal 
‘work of heaven. Whereas other graces, fuch«as,- 
faith, hope, and repentance, will then bemelted into 
love and joy forever, fo other duties of worlhip, fuch- 
| -as, reading, hearing, and prayer, will then be chang- 
_ . ed into. that of praife and thankfgiving : the glorifie. 
ed company above will never’be weary of this work; _ 
» “and fhall not we delight in it now, when God is call. 
7 ing us to it by fo many new mercies? 

“In the next place, that thou mayeft-offer the’ fac- 
rifice of thankfeiving to God for thy recovery, with m@ 
gracious acceptance, I fhall lay before you the fol-- 
lowing advices. 

1. See that your heart’be touched with a fenfe of 
the greatnefs of the mercy, and of the goodnels of 

God manifefted therem. ‘We muft*put adue value _ 
upon’ our mercies, and have our hearts affected -with 
‘God’s kind dealing towards us in them, if-we would 

be rightly thankful to°God. the author-of them.— 
‘Hence it was that David called upon his heart, and 

_allwithin him, to blefs the Lord for his ‘benefits, 

Ply cili, and in Pal. cxxxviii. 1. che faith, es | 

will praife thee-with my whole heart? As in an. 

 inftrument of mufic, the more found comes out of | 
| ae : belly « of it, jt is the fweeter ; fo our praife is the 

ae more: acceptable to big 1s when the Persp is Hed of 
~) gracic erates | Bese 2 {Grea RE: i 
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2. Let your: praife be be the: mie nit of faith an 1a 
Jove in-your foul, otherwife it will be but.an empty 
found: Faith is neceflary to draw by the veil, and 
fhew us the perfections of the inyifible Go ,who is © 

~ the {pring and author of all our mercies ; love gives oe 
a deep fenfe of his goodnels, enlargeth the heart to-' 
wards God; and oR the lips ry thew rorE his 
praife. 
3, Study. to have. a deep. tate ae your own unwor- 
_thinefs and ill. defervings at the Loerd’s hand, upon - 
the account of your fins, and ill. -improvement of 
former deliverances, faying with: Jacob, Gen. xxxi.. 
amoe.t I am not worthy, Ob GR dealt of all thy mer- 
ens.” | 

4. Look. ie inteangenteect ae canfes, and Ee 
“do not afcribe your TeCeua to. phyficians | or ou ae 

-ward-means, but to the Lord, the* prime author WOR: 
it, whofe blefling alone itis. that gives soya | 
faccefs to the appointed means, and by whofe.mercy 
~ only we are {pared and. brought back fro 

_of the grave. To this the apoltle attrib 

phroditus his recovery, Phil. ii. 27. “Ind 

- fick nigh unto death, but God had n merc 

S Hence we are told, 1 Sam. ii Ge te Phe: 
eth down to the grave, ; and. : ring 

5. Obferve narrowly the rema 

of the Lord’s goodnefs,. and the 
thy mercies. As for inftance, | 
the Lord’s hand was in ar 
see thee to es, Bes! ise 























_the return ieee bess 
bayer: hearing God. { 
pers was seis littl ; 
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. Jae in i chil Vat He the tivik ing’: “oan behold mai: 
“na more, with the inhabitants of the world.” verfe 
| ig v5. “ What fhall I fay? he hath both fpoken to me, 
“and himéfelf | hath done it.” Sometimes God fends de- 
- “liverances to his people when they are moft hopelefs, 
and faying, with the captives in Babyloa, Ezek. 
xxxvil. 11. Behold our bones ‘are dried, and our 
Lope is loft, and we are cut of for our parts." (4-) 
; Remember, how the extremity of thy diftrefs was 
fe God’s opportunity of fending reltef. Abraham never 
forgat the feafona lenefs of God’s appearing for 
him im his extreme need upon mount Moriah, when 
“he called the name of the place Jex ‘AH JiriH, for 
prefer ving | the memorial of it; “in the mount of the 
Logd i it will be-feen.”? So doth: David. Pfal. cxyi. 

i; Tawas. brought low, and he helped me.?? 
ae 6. Let the prefent deliverance bring all former 
a iprencies ‘to;thy remembrance, that fo thou maytft 
b “praife God for them all, whether they be national 
















“temporal. New mercies fhould revive the memory 
a rt the old, and all of them fhould come aboye board 
q tach atime ; fo doth the ‘Pfalmit dire&, Pfal. _ 

eile hes ‘Sinato the Lord, talk ye of all his wonder.us — 
wiorks.”? And what he direé&s others to, he practifeth 
hit 1 elf in fach a cafe, Pfal. cxvi. 12. “ What thall I 
der to the Lord for all kis benefits towards me 2”? 
ready to communicate to others an account 
ord’s kind dealings towards you, and the 
“t ingredients of his mercies ; and’ particularly - 
3 ng fpiritual deliverance to your foul, as 
id deliverance to: your body, when he 

. And do this in order to’ recom- 
of God | to others, and to engage 


‘ou in bleffi ing and praifn 
y avid obferved his” aa ee 





nérfonal mercies, public or private, fpiritual or — 





x 








‘and hear, all ye thea) fear God, seni T will declare 
what he hath done for my foul.’ By cio! aan ii 
_Laflly, Remember always to give thanks for mer-_ 
cies to the Father, in the name of our Lord Jefus — 
Chrilt, as directed, Eph. vs 20. Your. fpiritual fac- 
rifices are only acceptable to God, when you offer. 
them up by Jefus Chrift; 1 Petit. s: A's we muft. 
feek. all our mercies in Chrift’s name, fo we mult © 
give thanks for them alfo in his name. He is the 
Mediator’ of our praifes, as well as of our prayers, — 
Believers have not one mercy, but what comes 
fwimming to them in Chrift’s blood; and is the fruit. 
of his death and purchafe to them : : andthereforéhe 
is to be owned and looked ‘to in the receiving of ev- 
ery mercy. And as Chrift is the only mediator for 
conveying. bleflings: and mercies from God to us, fo. 
he is the fole meditator for conveying all oun fervices 
and fpiritual facrifices to God. God accepts OF 
them only as they are perfumed by Chrift’s inerito- 
rious facrifice, and potent pateroeiion. Sipthiine the 
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A aahed abut this evil Toreerting | ‘the Lord's 
_ kind providence in recovering you fromficknefs. 
+" You are guilty of this evil, “when you: do not duly 
value the mercy, but let it pafs as.a turn of com- 
mon providence: When you let the impreffion of the 
~ mercy wear foon off your hearts ; when you make © 
bad ufe of it, 6r do not rightly improve it to God’s 
“gor and your own foul’s good ; when you do not 
put on new refolutions to walk ‘more exaétly, live 
“more: fruitfully, and ferye God more: holily” “and 
humbly ; nisene sng eet guilty on forgetting his. ben- 
efits. : fe 

- This is an- aa moft grievous: and: provoking, to 
_agood and gracious God, as is evident from the 
- many heavy complaints he makes of his people for 
it, as in Judges viii. 34. Pfal. Ixxviii. 11, ‘eriacd CVl 
oe 1 hee gaye sage and. aed be cs ite. 








Sitken, Iv. rabies ster thefe fruits’ of Laieals which 

: "are the genuine-effects of affliction inthe children of God, 

BG / who are dul y exercifed thereby. . 

_ FOPXHE apoftiefpeaks of thefe fruits, Heb. xii. 14. 

JL as natively following upon fanétified afflic- 

i eens: and a ‘kindly exercife of-fpirit under them. 

And therefore it is-your ot to fights: af they be 

| produced in you. 2): - 

©. 4, The increafe of true anaiack: is one of thefe 
A Ete which is the produé& of fan@ified trials. Job * 

found itin himfelf on the-back ‘of his afflition, chap. 
xiii. 6 Now I abhor myfelf, and repent in duft . 

athes.” It would be happy, if we could find 

s more féft and. melting upon the view ot 

have been in the furnace of affli@ion. 

ther fruit is the improvement of faith. 
-beli ever i is taught to look to, and-de- 

‘Uy o cere intime of n es ‘and 
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8, 9, bo. “ We were preffed’ out of meafure, above 
firength, infomuch that we defpaired: even of life. 
We had the fentence of death in ourfelves, that we 
fhould not truft in ourfelves, but in God that raifeth 
the dead : who delivered us from fo great a death, 
and: doth deliver in whom we trot ‘that. he will 
be deliver?” =: 
. 3dly,: Humility and’ tae thoughts of gunllves! is 
one of the fruits of righteoufnefs which fan¢tified af- 
fiction doth yield: How proud and lofty. was Neb- 
uchadnezzar before he was afflicted, Dan. iv. 29, 30. 
But afterwards he is madeto own God, and hum- _ 
bly fubmit to him as his fupreme and incontrolable 
Sovereign, and: to acknowledge,.that thefe who walk ae | 
4am pride, he is able to abale,. ver. g7s. *Phis..wad 
God’s defign in the various trials ‘of his people If 
rael in the wildernefs, Deut. viii. 16. “ Thathe — 
might humble thee, prove thee, and do thee good 
at thy latter end.?? See then, O. Deine: | if this 
_ fruit be produced in thee. _ 
4thly, Another fruit is the fpivit ue prayer aad 
. fupplication.. This was vifible in the Pfalmift’s 
cafe, after God had delivered him from the forrows — 
of death, and heard his voice, Pfal..cxvi.2. “ There- 
fore, fase he, will I call upon him:as long z as I Viveg® ) 
-O, faith the true believer, God’s mercy to me in 
trouble, and his fending me relief whem I cried to 
him, will make me love prayer the better, andient 
gage me to be. mor@ diligent i in it all my days; for ihe 
I ftill fee f have daily need of his ana ooo Ge ee! 
5thly, Heavenly-mindednefsis a fruit of fanttified 
afflifion. Before the man was acta ee be 
_ language, It is good for us to be here, /] ee build 
_—» tabernacles in this lower world. But now h : 
his tongue, and changeth ‘his thous 
with the Pfalmift, « Itis good for 
to God. Arife let us depar | 
5 This world is nothing but: 
oe AZe, heaven ony is ss 1¢ 
re iar 
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6thly, Another fruit of fandtified trials, ‘is 5 greater 
love to God than. formerly. How much was Da- 


vid’s heart warmed with love and gratitude to God ° 


upon the back of his affliction, fo that he wants 


words to exprefs the affections of his foul? Pfal. cxvi.. 


1. 8.12. § I will love the Lord becaufe he hath 
aoe my voice. I was brought low, but he helped 
» Thou haft.delivered my foul from death, 
ae eyes from tears, and my feet from > failing i. 
What fhall I_render to the Lord for all his henefiys 
towards me??? 
qthly ,Learning and pects of God’s word is a 
fruit of fanctified affli@ion, Pfal. exix. 67. 71. Let 
us inquire if this fruit be preduced in us after fick- 
nefs. _ Do we attend to the word more clofely ? do 
_ we believe it more firmly ? do we embrace its: offers 
“more earneltly ? and do awe live more in rhe expec- 
‘tation of that glory. which the word doth reveal to 
ous? “Then it is good for us we have been’ afflicted 
if ‘for we have learned more of God’s wort 
| 8thly; Tendernefs of confcience is a haphy fodit. of 
‘fandtified trouble; when the believer, after it, be- 
_-eomes exceedingly afraid of fin, and of. making new 
wounds in his: confcience. »He eannot thinkof ad- 
_ venturing: again upon any known fin ; for the fmart 
AGE: former wounds, and the pain hats occafioned ja 
be Hae sul, when diftrefs lay upon him, makes deep and 
dati preflion on his mind, as it did on the af 
iurch, Lam. iii..19, 20; «Remember mine 
as my mifery, the wormwood and the 
1 hath them ftill in remembrance, and is 
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Drrecr. V. Be carefull to piven thefe rofolintions; eS 
ments, or vows, you have come baler in the time 44 ficknets ; : 
a walk fuitably to them. ~~ “i 

. § atime of ficknefs and affliation ie ‘a proper 
feafon for making vows to God, and binding 

our rats with refolutions to mortify fin in the heart, 
and purge it away from the hfe, and to be diligent 

im duty, and walk more hambly with Ged; fo a 

"time of recovery from ficknefs is a proper feafon for 
paying and performing thefe vows. ‘This was the 

royal Pfalmift’s practice in fach a cafe, Pfa]. cxvi. 6. 

16,) £7, 18... .“: F was: brought low, and he helped 

me. Truly fam thy fervant, Iam thy fervant. Tf 

will offer to thee the facrifice of thankfgiving. | tee 
will pay my vows unto the Lord’now in the ae e eee 
of all people.” Now for your afliftance: in ts 
matter, I offer you thefe few advices. fay? 

vf, Defer not to pay your vows, but be. jennie’ 
and take the firft opportunity to pay them.- Delays 
in this cafe are molt dangerous ; Solomon, that wife 

man, was fenfible of this, which made him. give thee . 

this advice, Ecclef. v. 4. * When thou: vowelt . 

vow unto God, defer not to’ pay te * nS 
zdly, Be ftill jealous of thy” heart, which is ‘pom | 

to deal'treacheroufly with God after affli@ion is oyer. ; 

The Hfraelites praétice is a fad inlance of his truth, 

Pfal. Ixxviit. 34. &'s. “ When he flew them,’ then 

they fought him, and they returned and: ‘inquired — 

early after God, 5c. Neverthelefs they did flatter 

him with thetr mouth, and they. lied unto him v “| 
their tongues ;-for their heart was not'right with 
neither were ae Henne} in his. Ral ese gre 
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r ution tt tthe Lord gives-us,. Mal. it- 16. 
ec to BONY, ipinit, hat. you deal 


uae Cry id inal! ly for ftrenteth from above to 
_ erable you to perform your vows, » The Plalmilt 
took this courfe; and.found it fuccefsfr , Plal.cxxxviiis 
3. “In the day when I cried to thee; thou anfwer- 
edit me, and ftrengthenedit me with ftrength, in my 
foul. ” . And forget not, O believer, that God has® 
treafared up ftrength for thee in thy head and fure- 
ty Chrift Jefus ; wherefore be {till borrowing’ from 
é him, for the performing of all thy engagements, 2 
"Tim. jist. « My fon be ftrong in the grace that is in 
Chrift Jefus.” Put thy treacherous heart in thySure- 
__ty’s hand;for though thou art weak, yet thy redeem- 
A er is ftrong. Whenever then you fir lt perceive your 
heart begin to ftart afide from God, be fure to check 
as it, and look up to God in Chrift for firength to fe- 
Lo Sere it again{t treachery. and perfidious dealing : cry 
hea with the Pfalnift, « Be furety for thy fervant for 
ae ood. a ‘ 
: ~ gthly, Guard Satay againft thy predominant 
te the fin that: hath moft sally befet thee, the fin 
_. that was moft bitter and uneafy to theein the day of 
diftrefs. Keep a.parrow eye upon it now ; for if 
> once that fin be got vanquifhed, the reft will the 
so “amere eafily be put to flight. | 
» E Sgthhy Be frequently meditating on thy vows, and 
9 the condition thou waft in when they were taken 
oe , and ftudy to keep alive in thy heart the fame: 
prehenfion of things after ficknefs. which thou 
ditin the time of it. How vain and comfortlefs 
the world and its vanities then appear to thee! 
‘awful were the, truths of God on thy fpirits ! ! 
prefer ate was the: loving-kindnefs of God 
we A heel was Chrift ‘then in. 
Bi gdeenr ag? and 
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bt, Keep up the iriprelions or ttle precioufnefs 
-of time, that you Oe diligently 1 improve it; and 
fhake off floth and idlenefs. ‘Remember what a view 
you got inthe time of ficknefs, of long-lafting eter- 
nity; and what a trouble it was:to you to look 
-back,-and fee how much time you had loft in fin and 
vanity. When fometimes we are brought’ to the 
brink of eternity, the near views we'then get of its 
vafinefs and unc hangeablenefs, are fometimes fo aw- 
ful and amazing to us, that We are ready to think, 
though we. had Methufalem’s years to live, it would 
be unreafonable wilfully to ‘miffpend one hour of 
them all. “Well then, is ficknefs over, our time fo 
fhort, and-fo little of it remaining behind ? will we 
be fo foolifh, as to be lavith of it ae and trifle it a- 
"way as before : 
nthly, Seta fpecial mark. upon “all thefe fig, whe: 
‘ther of omiffion.or: commiffion, that:made death to. 
look grim and ghaftly upon you in the time of fick- 
nefs, and againft which you refolved ; andfeetoget. 
every one of ‘them amended and removed. Re- 
member and confider how fad- it will be for you, if - 
-ficknefs find you ‘again in the very fame fins which 
formerly ftung you. What will you fay to con- 3 
{cience, when it fhall challenge you ? How will you — 
look death in the face, if it fhould find you living Taos. rag 
the very fame fins you formerly ‘mourned for, oo € 
promifed againft'! Death would then be the king 
of terrors to thy foulindeed. ase 
O then, mind thy vows, and’ fay with the P 
Praly-Tvi.” 2, #3, Thy vows are v 
God : I will render praifes to thee. I 
%. 















; delivered my foul from death: w 
a ‘my f feet from falling, that L.may 
35, hte Hae of. the gets CADE 
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| Co ontaining direions to the: unregeneraie, when 
te . they are recovered fram fi St chefs en Vs 
“ fored to health. ap. Soeben Ae 


e: 
.: Dinter. 1. Seeing the aficious of the ae are unfanctifi- 
_ ed, it is.neceflary you examine what fort of affliction yours 
"hath been, and what.fruits i it hath produced i in you. — 

. I HAVE in the preceding chapter fhewed, that 
rae the affli@ions of believers are fatherly chaftife- 
_ ments proceeding from love ; that they are fancti- 

_ fred, and yield the peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs: 
—Thave given the marks of fandtified afflictions, and 

Mentioned the ha py fruits: ‘which ey, laa in 

the children of God. 
Sk On the other hand, i it taatieieey to Jet Chriflefs 
ss citi know, that their affli@ions.are of a different 
kind; they are even punithments from God as a 
lge, proceeding from wrath: they are. unfandi- 
d to them,.and produce no fruits, but what are 
rand unfavoury. 
Fel then, O Chriftlefs foul, thou haft reafon to 

























ij 


been fanétified, and its fruits are not good. O 
n, labour to. know the truth of the matter, that 
> to Jelus Chrift for relief. And for thy af- 
in this inquiry, I will gts: fome marks of 
fied’ afflictions. 

ficknefs hath not humbled thee cae 
ns, the precuring: caufe thereof, nor 
Mentone’ ! 





eth in thee as fron 
&ion is unfandi ified. | 
whom God com 
e. a frnitten 





the worft concerning thy ficknefs, that it hath. 







~~ 


t ou mayett be humble under a fenfe df thy mifery, ‘ 


in. thee, nor reclaimed. | 
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fgican ut not grieved Be fin ; the fire hak burnt 


round about them, but they have not. daid fin to 


heart, that kindled the flame. 


eh a perfon grows. worfe by it, and Shae 


Pa 


what is the meaning of the rod, and what will be. 


fanétified. 


It fares with many hearts, as 
a ote Yeon et the Ste Ba 





_ 2dly, It is a mark of unfandtified affi@tor | 
it hath no influence upon a finner to brin hime toa 
ferious communing with his own heatt cone ring 


‘the eRate. of his foul, and to inquire im what terms. 


he ftands with Ged that afflias him. ‘God's voice 


by affli@ion is that in Hag. i 7. #6 Now confider: 


your ways.” In the day of adverfity confider where. 
you. are, what you are, what you have doné, and. 


the iffue of it through eternity, n Cafe i ithath a com-. 
miffion to cut the thread of life. New wheh a man. 
remains ftupid and carelefs. about thele important 





matters, ‘and never noticeth the voice of affliction, Me i 


fo as to inquire ferioufly about his foul’s condition ; 


Am I under a covenant of works, or a covenant of Pi 


grace? Am I a child of God or an enemy of Ged? fe 
Have I fled to the city of refuge, or am I ftillin By og) 
fhelterlefs ftate? Am TI ftill under a cloud of wrath, py 
or ane I. brought under the banner of love??? 1 fay, aay 
where there are nofuch 1 ipa, the affli@ion i is un- 


4 Sore 


ez: 








3dly, Itis a certains fign of unfandtified afligtio 





more he is ftricken, like thefe, Ia fas ie 5s 
Que. When may it be pie that a" aes gre 
worfe by affition 3 2: | 


than it was ear ; ies duke foes a. 
creafed the plague of: hardnels in ie ‘ 
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their. bovis by afflifion. In fach ales a a perion’ 


_ grows. worfe by the rod. a Bid ie 
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iDuater. li> sPoolider the Bae Gaus of not aia ‘Wertered’ 
ff eet meek, and.of not conyplying with the “woice of: Gots 
bs 3 - * Be Ee 
Pets s vaice by his rod-doth. loudly Gall gauss 
to repentance, and fleeing to the’ ‘Lord Jefus: 
-Chrift for refuge froma wrath. ‘Now,when this- voice 
i$ not harkened to, but men go on in their fecure- 
.and finful courfe as before, God is highly phe es 
» and: the iffue. will be terrible. For, . 
17, Though fidkhefs be removed, and the fonteiee 
: a affliation be, cooled for the time ; yet the wrath 
that kindled. it, continues ftill to. ‘burn. “And you = 
have ground to fear left you be ranked among thefe ~ 
who aretthe generation of God’s wratb, sie whom 
~ he will have indignation forever. — 
. eh 2dly, If lefler rods do not awaken you, you may. 
tage. pexpect greater and forer judgments are coming on 
you. Yea, God-may caufe them .to come rolling 
thick upon you, as. waves and.billows in a ftorm, 
one upon :the neck of another. ,The» great depths, 
both above and below,.may be opened together; the 
ifpleafure of God,and wrath of. men, may confpire 
pd.meet to poitr out themfelves as-water-{pouts up- 
on you at once ywand to. shines then will ye. dook for 
help i 


ee Aes Sey meet mete ate cot tel Be 
Eos 9 tanith cee aca ces sana 
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- ‘The eat may give over dealing: soils you, 
or cls any further means to reclaim you ;~he may 
Ea beans correct you any more, or beftow a rod upon 
you for your good, and fay of you, as. of Ephraim, 
oo iv. aye: rey a dy Sale is joined to, his: scat, let 
‘him, 






The: Lord. thay. give. you.up to: Spiritual 
nd ji ents 5 and indeedthis commonly — 


acy and incerrigiblenefs. under 
ee would bar r to * 


Meet Mars 5 Cinipanien ee 35 : 


Ae. feverelt: of all: others. External judgments are 
God's rods, - but fpiritual judgments are his fwords,. 
_ which -pierce ‘the very foul. Blindnefs' of mind, 
_hardnefs of heart, fearednefs of confcience, vile ee. 
- tions, and a reprobate “enfe, are the very forerunners 
of hell and-damnation. Thefe who are impenitent 
. and unfruitful under outward affligions, have caufe 
to tremble left God be provoked to inflia thefe fe 
ste judgments. a8 
; sthly, eo taed, honeh God {pare you ‘long, yet 
ide glafs « f his forbeartinie will at length rin out. 
_ God?s patience towards finners hath a term and 
~ bound, over which ‘it will not pafs.. The time will _ 
come, when a long fuffering. God will at lat fay, 
“My fpitit fhall no Jonger ftrive ;” and the angel 
: gal ery, as in Rev.'xiv. y. ‘The ‘hour of God’s 
judgment i is come.’ > You that abufe God’s patience, a 
~ and prefume upon it, his treaty of peace will end 
pen you in little, and the mafter of the houfe will - 
rife up.and fhut to the door, Then patience will 
“come down,. and juftice will afcend the flage, and 
ja ee ~ trample: ‘upon, | and-triumph over, all that abuf di : 
_ vine patience. Sodom was a wonder of Godis pa-. 


for a long time, but now it is a nas ae : 
of his anger. 


























“mercies, then’ your reve n ~ ont 
nothing but a refervation for the day of: God : : 
And the longer your cup of fin i is a ‘fli oy 
I the cup of God’s wrath be for you: 









yi , 

» Rom. ii. 4. and thoug . 
‘ hejudgments, you are 1 
morte, acco 
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Remember this,cO 6 finner,. though God’s hand %e 
“Sifted off you at prefent, and his meflenger death be 
for a little recalled, yet he will quiekly.: return, and - 
knock fo loud at your door, as not to: be refufed.. 
_ And what will you do in i> day of vifitation? how 
phate: muft the pale horfe be, when. hell follows. 

im at the heels ? And how hot and fiery mult that 
_ hell be,, which is inflamed.and blown up: *y oe lone 
HBpEnHLnEe) and, abuie ot patience oy 





Distet ™. Wonder at Me patience of. God in is feng Gab: 
 hell-defer ving finners as you are, and be thankful for it. 
‘EYATHa long fuffering God preferved the thread. 
& 2 of your life, when it was almoft fnapt afunder 
by, the violence of ficknefs ? hath he freed you from. 
racking pains, under which you were groaning? cag 
nay,faved you from the grave’and hell, into which . 
you were falling? and. have you not caufe of won- 
dering and,thank{giving ? To TONA E98, to it, cons 

- hider thefe few things. 
_. ¥f?,, How miferable had you ls cheguede all e 
_ternity, if your ficknefs had carried you off to anoth 
i er world in your. fins? You had been howling scithas 
tame ed ys under endlefs and eafelefs, torments, 


han Say 










a nerey ‘youn now have. Then.the matter a the houfe 
. would have had the door fo barred. againft you, as. 
it could never have been apennes eerip to. yOu, knock 
“as you. ‘would,, Luke xiii, 
ai, 2dbyy Confider haw Ma you; had burdened he 
; “patience with your heinous fins, and frequent re~ 
ee thereinto : : and that after oe 
and various rods fent to reclaim you: fo that he was 
put to fay, as in Amos ii. 13. ‘¢ Behold, J am, pref. 
oe under. you, as a cart is prefled that is fall ‘of. 
Genres aie He was. verburdened with your: fins, fo 
: the axel tree of "patience was ready ta. break, — 
aces yets, belie he te " | 
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K a the God of your health, 
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felf of the load, and fhaken you off into the pit ‘of A 
deftrucion. In a moment-could he have done it,” se 
and yet | he bears many years: with your fins that are 

fo grievous to him. Yea, it is with a fort of reluc- 
tancy: that he eafes himfelf of finners, after he gets 
the utmolt provocation, Lfa. 1. PAs - An! 1] bgt eafe 
me of mine adverfaries.”? 

4thly, How ready is he to turn away his anger, 
and reprieve finners from deftrudtion, when in their 
diftrefs they make but a fhew of repentance, and 
turning unto God ! as we fee in Pal. xxviii. 36, 38. 
_ He, like a tender-hearted prince, calls back the war- 
Fant for their execution, after it was gone forthy as.” 

- sthly, Confider how much many Chriftlefs fm- 
ners are beholden to Jefus Chrift for fparing mercy. 
He is reprefented by the drefler, Luke xiii. inter- 
ceeding that che fruitlefs fig-tree might be fpared 
and tried fome time- longer, after orders given tou 

ent itdown. Were it not for Jefus Chrift, O fine 

ner, however much you forget and flight Hin, you 
_ had furely been in: hell: jong ere now.. How oft 
doth he obtain another year; and ‘after that anoth- 
er, for the unfruitful a and unthankfal abufers 
of divine Be apie ties Pies A 














geil nor finned fo pops as Pi: 9 
hath wounded ae hairy oan i 





your fins and. rit dueeiag tt roa 
sof manyy on ‘whom. Bs hath ee Since . 
peance. : is 
God hath, left many ies tofling ae oo ae 
‘hade ob pain, when he hathe eafed and raif you ip 
OQ then, return like the. thankful a age ae nif 
Hat i 










% ere dik . : 
‘you from. others, by. his goodnefs ? Ub one 
ite teh Ee ata fron 7 othe a : 

+ a, M. gent 
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Sor his goodnefs ! undeferved ‘and ainey ming 
~goodnefs f 
- To move you to this, lett me fet the example of. 
| ‘Hezekiah before you, Tia. xxxviii. and there fee how » 
. thankfully and affectionately ie remembered the 
Lord’s mercies in recovering and delivering him 
from the bitter affiGion he/ had been under. “ I 
faid, I am deprived of the refidué of my years, I: 
. fhall behold man no more with the inhabitants of 
the world. Like acrane ‘or fwallow, fo did’I chat 
‘ter; Fdid mourn.as a dove.. Behold, for’ peace I 
had great. bitternefs ; but thou haft.in love to my. 
- foul delivered it from the pit of corruption. The 
ee eas fall praife thee, as 1 do thisday.” Yea, he 
_ ~ ‘was fo overcome witha, fenfe of’ the Lord’s pa- 
tience and mercy towards him ; that he is ata i 
how to exprefs it, verfe nee "What fhall I fay 
He hath both fpoken, unto me, and, himfelf at 
ne Pues 
Let all who are. Saeaaen from.ficknefs, Pudy ta 
imitate ‘that good king in Holy admiration and 
ry ‘thankfulnels to the God of their life. 


a, 





a Dintior. Iv: stadt to improve the fparing mercy and good 
tere # nefs of God to you in aright and fuitable manner. 
"SINNER, hath God brought you back from | 
Mea Ref the gates of‘ death, and brink of Hell, reftored 
meee you to ealth,.and given you a new offer of mercy 
and falvation tlirough Chrift ina preached gofpel;, 
which: you formerly defpifed ?, Strive now to im- 
ie “prove - Ale Eord’s patience and kind dealings to- 
ae wards you ‘with the utmoft care, and abufe his pa- 
dence no» longer. And in order thereto, take.thie 
¥i ollowing: -countels. | 
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(ae ‘Be deeply Kumbled for Pour einer: obftinacy “ 
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asides, and. long-faffering, not knowing 
that the goodne(s of God leadéth thee to ays nie 
ance 2?” As if he had faid, ,«*: Doft thou not fee, O & em 
man,.the kind providence of. God in {paring and ree f 
covering. thee from ficknefs, taking thee by the hand,_ 
and pointing out to thee. to go to thy. clofet to. 
mourn and weep for all thy bypatt fins, and partic. 
ularly for thy. miffpending the time of health, and. 
Abuiing of. the Lord’s patience ??* The. Saale 
tion of David’s. goodnefs and forbearance towards 
Saul, melted Saul’s heart, for as hard and rugged: 
-as.it was, and. made him to lift up his voice and 
weep,, and fay to David; + Sam. xxiv. 17..&¢.. 
« Thou art more righteous than 1; for thou halt Teen 
warded me good, whereas I have vevarded: thee evil. 
And thou. hah fhewed this day, how. that thou halt 
dealt.well with me ;.for as‘much as when the. Lord 
had delivered me into thine hand, thou killed me 
not. ‘ For (fays he) ifa man find Bs enemy, will he 
let him go well away. ??’ Oh far. more reafon haf 
thou, O man, to weep and cry,.**God | hath found me _ 
2 Tone yea in my enmity and fins, fighting — 
inft. himfelf ;. he had me on. a fick. bed,,andon | 
or ry brink of hell, and the leafttouch,ofhis hand 
would have thurft me in :, but. yet he hath {pared his. _ 
enemy, and. le} me Baw well : kick oh, hee not thefe 
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in the world. be 1 more. tee Ra thts 
hard heart into tears. of holy fhame and. forroy 
my ftiff-neckednefs and rebellion againft a 
and long-fuffering God ?. Away. with t 
God-provoking fins of mine ! down. with 
ons of rebellion !- let me never lift them m 
sae fuch « a merciful Sovereign } yee a a ae 
IL. Zealoufly. improve the time, 
. 3 long. fuffering hath lengthened out to yo 
out the falvation of thy foul. 43 A a, 


ad 
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by trifling Shay your time, flighting his fadttons and 


venturing on fins againft light ? O then-beware of 
bardening his patience any more ; but diligently 


~ harken to every motion of God’s faint, and of your. 
own confcience for’ the time to comnte.. , You have | 


“much work to do and but little. time to. ‘do it in 5 < 


a therefore lay hold on every opportunity for carrying 


+ of your day. And will you not {pend ‘the evening ~ 


it on. The confideration of the much time you 
have already loft and mifipent, fhould make you the 
more diligent in what remaineth. How much of it 


have you loft in youth? how much’in ignorance ? ~ 


how much much in negligence ? how much in world- 
linefs ? how much in. paitimes ? how much in idle 
words? how much in aétual fins-and | provocations 
againit God ? and-now'it may be near-the. evening 


(which God {s mercifully lengthening out) with ex- 
-traordinary care and diligence ? If a traveller loofe 
_ the beginning of the day; he muft travel the fafter 


. in the evening, otherwife he may: fall fhort of his 


- journey, and have his lodging-to. feek when night 


eomes. Paul had miffpent much of the beginning of. 
his life ; and this confideratiom (when his eyes were 


 6pened) did ftir hin up to be the more diligent in the 
_ fervice of God; fo that he was more zealous than any 


of the reft of the apoftles. O man, follow his exam-. 
es ples: and trifle no longer in the work of God. Art. 










_ thon not convinced. thou hatt {quandered ' away é- 

iough of this precious treafure of time already? 

And wilt thou alfo miffpend and throw away the 
- Sittle thatremains ? Oh! be not fo foolifh. at 








wbuild your hopes of falvation, upon the only fure 
oan rock, Jefus Chrift. Let it not difeonrage thee to 








: for it is better to do it late than never. Re- 


. ites is built upon the fand, Matth. vii. 27. “Fr 
“when the flood comes, and the itorm arifeth, a 





To, see ip Aine mi least will ihe Fa ‘ phe the * zat 


ek s Be careful’to raze all falfe foundations, and . 


ig to nhs foundation, that fo much’ of thy day is 


shenttber how miferable is the condition of that fe 





till you fee the infinite fulnefs and free 
race in Jefus Chrift, that fuitable remedy that at 

fwers all a poor finner needs. Dig deep, and dig > 
* tay di win to this rock ; let your ay be 


ak 


‘tO: eee gana t to a remembrance of Ae nem 


ee ’ 
rs ~ 


en Prater Mean?s Companion . het 


houfe: be.” » Do not build your hopes-of Heaven: up 
on God’s abfolute mercy, upon your convictions, up- 
on your freedom:from grofs fins, upon your prayers 
or tears, upon your morality and juft dealings with 
men: though. thefe be neceflary’ and: excellent in 
themfelves, yet they are falfe foundations. for.to build — 
the hopes of, your juftification and falvation upon, 
feeing- they are wholly infixficient to bear’ fuch a 





weight. However much. thefe things have ‘been ef- 
teemed and valued by youformerly, in the matter of _ 


jultification ; 3 yet if yourrefolve to be a wife builder, => 
you.will let them allow 805 yeas. tee them all but. 
lofs.and dung, that you:may win Chrift, (our only” 
hope) build on him.alone, and-be found in him, not- 
having on.your own \ righteoufnels, which i is but filthy 
Pag Sel SE? wie 
Well then,. raze. and tear up every falfe foundas: f 
tion, dig deep, till you-win to the rock Chrift.. Dig: ee 
deep into the holy law and nature of Gods: dig till — 
you.fee the infinite ftrictnefs of divine juice, the un- 
{peakable evil.that is in fin, the hidden: vilenefs and 
abominations of: the heart, your own: A aon todo 
any thing for. your help and: reliefs. _ ae yet further, Me 
efs of God’s — 


eS, Sk ee! FI ts 
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fiifficient Pahecdufiets only. AG en doe his: oo 
rock, rely on it, build all yourhopes: on-it,‘< | 
T° ‘his. is. my reft forever; here! will I dwell. 


haye-defited. it. Lord, the defire, of my feul 


ee Tf 5: ould. ie oe 


e anes a pre! of Sed ls me 4 ca 


be rae ick iitead Man's Componten: 


: you. for in the time of ficknefs. Mind Chrift’s caw 

‘tion and. warning to healed finners, John v. 14. 
re ee Behold, thou art made whole; fn no more, left a 

~~ evorfe thing betal thee.” O-tet fin die with thy fick- 

_ mefssand do not relapfe into thy former fecurity and 

finful ways. Beware of 7 returning with the dog to 

thy vomit, and like the fow that is wathed, to “the 
i wallowing again:i the mire of € thy former fins and- ? 
“ ‘ancleanneffes ; ; le& being entangled and overcome 
"again with.the filthinefs which thou now haft-efcap-- 
ee Liege thy latter end prove worfe than thy beginning. 
_ Lafly; And totum up all T thal! fay in this chap=- 
Wee ter, be ca arefal to redeem time, and aétive in provid. ° 
2 ee for an eternal:-ftate. O'prize and value the mer- 
ae ee of health and ftrength more than ever. _Sympa- 
Le thize with thefe who are ftill lying on fick beds, and’ 





-amder Tanguithing diftempers 3 negle&t*noc to pity 

and pray: for them. Remember the: diftreffed café 

you: were in yourfelves, when yowhad‘no reft in your’ 

~ Bones, when ‘wearifome nights. were appointed to 

4 es and you were full of toflings to the dawning of 

oe Bie: day. Confider how’flippery is your ftanding. 

be ae “hough | the te ftorm of trouble =, ee yet the. 

bade will return after rain, tS Se Be 

Se es te or Py WTR 2 Pai | 
taining y dircétions: to thofe fick rf whe 
re pparently ina. dying SAAS 

2 near to. another. world. 

ek Rae im the Air, third, and fourths 

i Y 











4 : ~ pe ; Beg ita 


Ee af me: Man's Companion: is a. es A 


and pray’ over you ; delay. itmo longer, bits ve it 
fpeedily, while you have the ufe of your: "reafon heen 
underitanding. And what b have ae to Le 
take itin the follwing diredtions, ies 




































ae x. Ooiider ‘lien pReie ss ae in. the: baa, 
_ now is the time: if ever to exert: phe since res in. PRES 
Rte to re? with ite. cA a 





re 


ne a. ' men gees hele foal, e nitpend then 
milirmprove: their sae oe Teave 1 

joyed the gofpel. ‘ 
_ init cannot bee te eto 


_pteparation. ye end! a teenie ; and 
minded it till now, that I muft leave ¢ he & 


“smilerable innces a acknowledsn ti 
but yet. it is. not enue R 


: mercy. Vou ie pilosa ind 
condemn yourfelf before ‘God, for y- 
yet defpair not, but’ believe, whate 
your dangers, your fears; and t Ns 
--Yus Chriffis both able and willing toYay 
termoft-all that come t¢ God by him-;, 
grace aboundeth’ more. than your 
. how glad would devils and damne 
if they were but in your .cafe, and ha 
-.and hopes! how diligently would th 
time of mercy! O be perfirades fh 
a ce tues ~~ now tema will 


ws 44 «Afi ed Mas Conipariion. 


/ now faying to you, as iNoteas did to the Tfraclites, 
& fe cege ui. “ Prepare you viduals, for within three 
Fe yethall pafs over this Jordan, to go in to poflefs 
” the land which the Lord your God giveth yon.’?’ 
sak in provifion for your paffing over this Jordan of 
: — death : you know not how'rough the paflage maybe. 
“T-fhall give fome motives to préfs this diligent and 
_ adtive preparation ; and therefore confider, — 
hy The thort time of your life that remains is all 
- the time you have ‘for “working: out » your falvation. 
~ What you do for attaining heaven, and avoiding hell, 
- mutt be done-now-or never ; for’there is no workwor 
device in the grave ‘whither thou goeft, nor ‘is there 
any. coming back to this world to amend what hath 
-been amifs. ‘Dying. 4s a thing you cannot get a 
os rial of, it is what: you can pmy. do One. and ad 
miore, Heb. Bee De + 
(> 2dly, Be diligent now, toh as foon as, death gets. 
‘  eeiion ‘to cut*you off, it will execute it : it will 
not fpare you, nor allow you one minute more time 
- to-prepare for. eternity. The moft mercilefs enemies 
have fometimes been ‘overcome by the prayers and 
_ tears of fiich as on their knees do beg a little more 

i time'to: prepare for another world, and do harken 
be to their requefts: but this enemy, d ‘death, will not 
grant one moment’s refpite. 

- gdly,-Confider that your eternal Rate and condition | 
eh: ‘be according to the ftate im which you die. 
J ath will open the doors either of heaven or hell 
to you,'m one of which you fhall take up your, eter- 
nal abode. As thestrce falls at death, fo will it lie 

nrough eternity. 
4thly, Confider what a ferion and aw fal matter it 
4s to die, and go into another world, for chen you 
he will have immediately to do. with God your judge ; 
there will be'no veil then betwixt him and your foul _ ua 
oY ie will then enter into a world of. fpirits, where- Soe 
with youare fo little acqueinted : you are frighted-~ 
ae aehilh i oO into- -a room alone, that is faid to 

haunted by a fpiries how frighsful then molt 
tabi? aepamee 
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aafe of eiats be, whe are hutried into a world of 
fpitits, not knowing but devils mult be their com= 
panions forever ! Sarely. then it js your intereft. to 3 
give all diligence now, to make your acquaintance 
with the Lor rd-of that world, before you enter into” ie | 
ake eke 
sthly,y Put forth thy utmoft pee for thy foul | 
now:; for, to be fure, Satan will put forth his urmoft 
againft 26 Tf phow’ be in a Chriftlefs fate at this ne 
time, he will ufe all his efforts av.d ftratagems tokeey — 
thee from Chrift ; either by flattering thee that thy - 
tate is good, thereby to loll thee aileep i in fin and 
fecurity ; or by telling thee, tt is: ont of t time to. oe 
matters with thee, thereby. to. drive e-FOu into defpair. as a 
‘Phe devil will leave no methott fayuainecaie j 
























18: hae aed if te eaten not ‘ae Gun then, ee oe 
never get it: and neither. can ke hurt it here saft is 
, for if once it enter r heaven, he can edie: itno more 


jous enemy will 1 not fail to Hea thes, at t this time A 
we oe esi Aetgent 18 Aine ad the nee know 


seid ree ee est as Sauipe eo can. “Bo 
believer’s happinefs, this cruel enemy is 
_ftrong chain, and cannot do all. he would ; 
Chrilt is the good fhepherd that hath sid ike 
all his fheep. - Neverthelefs els, by his j 
this adverfary may fometi 
to a dying faint ; whic 
diligence and watchfaln 
obfervation of one, that. as- 
the conclufion of a duty, 





‘a 
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_Becaufe he ivwedts his time is fhort ; according 
>to that word,’ Rev. xii, 12.“ The devil a is come 
down, having great Wr ath,, becaufe he knoweth that 
pie: hath but a fhort time.” He may fitly be: calied, 
the wo If of 3 the evening, mentioned in Jer. v. 6, in re- 


of men’s lives, to fet upon their precious fouls, - 
~ Yea fo bufy is he fometimes with believers under 

dangerous ficknefs, feels to overthrow their faith . 
' and affurance, that if is the obfervation of a good 
- man, that he feldom' feeth a fick faint, followed 
- elofe with | temptations, recover of that ficknefs ; 
. for Satan, knowing he hath but little time, proves. 
--asunéafy to him as he can. *Hence that great man 
bp od, Mr. Knot; faid, when he came to die; “In 
ee fetime the devil tempted me to defpair,.cafting 
Be in my teeth 5 3 but new in ered range ae r 










prow nina texts into my rnb, Not’ 1 bat: the 
. grace f God in me: What haft ube’ that thou haf 
d ee the children of frael ory never 
€ to enter ir into the promifed ves 

That need then haft thou} ®: belie very to oe dilis 
At in thy preparations on 2 dying: hed to quicker 
ce, -put forth thy utmoft ftrength, bring all the 
akan een ier ae ibe aeacier of bhp Tabyanpony 


is the: time for adbons: though | yet ic 
or wilom to ne as’ Jittle to pe Mone! at 


“e and humiliation forfin. 8 | 
: otal ed the lif of in a 


gard he comes forth moft fiercely in the evening. “3 
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" ngfor fin, When death approachethnearelty we fhould 
thus {tir up ourfelves to give. fin the moft deadly 
blow of any we have given it all our life. Asitis 
moft laudable to dic forgiving finners that have: _ 
_ wronged us, fo alfo taking revenge upon fin that _ 
hath injured a gracious G G od. The apoftle tells us, — 
2 Cor. vii. 11. that indignation and revenge attend = 
"true repentance. Wherefore, as Samuel took ven- 
-geance on Agag a little before his death, and Mof-  { 
es (at God’s command) avenged the childrenof | 
Urael of the Midianites jult before he was gathered 
to his people, Num. xxxi. 2, and dying Samfon | 

_ gave the moft fatal blow to the Philiftines of any 
“he had given them before; fo a dying Ch iftian a 
fhould Nae the fevereft’ revenge On fin pie aN 
which hath fo oft through his life difhonoured Goce 
"pierced Chrift, and’ greived’ this holy fpirit.’ ‘Itis th 

Jat opportunity you will have to fhew yobr indigna | 
_tion at it, and therefore do it effe@uall#, 9 
Again, confider it is old’ fins Aramcusied 
that many times keep believers fo much in ¢ 
when they come to’ dies thefé do raife {6 many 
clouds “about” their evening-fun, and hinde: 
from going off the tage with fuch 
‘ance of God's love’ as otherwife the 
to. 'Thefe did very Yauch’ hinder Jo 
- fettlement, i in the: day of affliion, as he 
Job. xiii, 26. “¢ He makes. me to] 
‘ties of my youth? It is avfads 
fins’ and obd bones miget together. ‘ 
people. would mind this in time} you art 

‘now which will abide with you'to age, 
-mitys Sin, muft be bitter fome ti: 
‘ ‘God calls ita root that vores 1 
- Deut. xxix, 18. Urael could 

es ; 





wee 








me 
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‘fins of his Iife, and even thefe he was euilty of bee: 
converfion ; “I was. mjurious, a blaiphemer,”” &e: 
St onealk he maintained much inward-peace and.con: 
» folation: Be oft looking back to old fins, within-. 
_ ward forrow and faith in Chrift’s blood, if you: 


y y would have a death- bed ealy and foft to yous - 


- 





Dinner. Il. Be ancl? vlef all acts of jolt € Dak: charity, hich: 
. _may be incumben t upon yeu at this time. °° ce 
a Tis preat wifdom in men to fettle their worldly. 
affairs in the time of health, that fo. their minds. 
- may be free for fpiritual exercifes, and not difturbed 
with earthly cares_and bufinefs when they come to 





ve adying- -bed ; but if this hath been. neglected hitherto- 


 itemufi net be omitted now. I have given dire@ions 


; 


about it, chap. I, dire@. 6, fo that I-fhall fay little « 
_ herge* only be careful to do juftwe to every man, as- 

-miuch as in you lieth ; and particularly, 1. By mak- 
“ing a jut aid rational provilion for your, wife and 
children. - 2. By ordering payment ofall your jut. 
debts, : without defrauding any of. your. lawful. credit- 

ors, 3. By. making reftitution in. cafe you have 
“wron gedanyman. Ifjuftibe be fiot donein thefe mat- 
f ters how can your fouls be difburdened of. guilt ? 

: the next places forget not.the atts of charity 

God requires. of a the profediars ofthe gor 


















 Secke, reaceniation wi your. neighbours, 
any difference. or miftakes. have fallen in 3. 
2 you amay. die in. PRA: and charg meets all. 


| eady_ from. ‘Op. ae to. forgive thele 
done you any wrong. . If the natural fun 
not. go. down. upon our wrath, much lefs | 
fun: of ourlives.. Ifyou, pad yg aul 
“it, with. -you-into another world 
sheet, ith. a, forgiving ( 












Apited Marts Companion. 14g, 
- dlorious Saviour and Ais martyr Stephen, who at 
their death begged mercy from God, for thefe that 
mo morally heated them, Luke xxi. 34 AGs vii. 60, 
- 3dly,, If the. Lord hath given you fubftance, hon- 
our the Lord with it, by leaving fome part of it ‘to 
the poor, and to pious. ufes. . J have _preffed thisa 4 
once and again before ; but I mention it Preapent) Y> 
becaufe. At ts much forgotten by dying: perfoSs in 
our. age. “Remember, i it is not left arbitrary to you 
to, “give or not, as you pleafe : As. for God 4. ta 
charge. if upon you as a duty, yea ‘a debt that. you. 
owe | him, a Tim. vi. 17, 18. Charge thera that are 
tich in this world, &c. that they do. good, be rich 
in good works, ready to diflribute.” ‘And he pro- ¢ 
nounceth them blefled who confider the - poor, Tig. 
xli. r. I grant that people are not to leave ‘all tReir 
works of charity to a death -bed; thefe fiould alfo. be 
mindéd i in, our. lifetime, fo as.to ice our own Ra ands was 
our executors, and our own eyes our overfcers of our 
charitable -projects : but furely it is a proper fe 
for fhewing charity to God’s | poor, when we a 
leaving them, and cannot have o¢cafion for the 
it more. Remember what is recorded. of Dore: 
ter her death, Ads ix. 36. that the was a Wo van ft 
of good works and almedeads... er frienc 
















ober ec Seah. “All es is “written ‘fo our ex 
ample and admonition, that we may ‘be rich in fuc 
good works,that our friends may have them to fhow. 

after our death, . Surely it is a fign of the sen 
acy of this age, and yeligion is on the declining — 
hand, when people g ally: H fo { 
_and wl of their fathers in his, mat 
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in the per but thefe are in the world : keep themtr 
through thy name, keep them from the evil,” &c,. 
In like manner, cry to God for your children : 
Lord, thou halt gracioufly given them to me, I 
“now reftore them back to thee.—They are born to- 
me once, O that they may be born to thee a fecond. 
- ‘time! Iam leaving them in the. ‘midft of {nares 
and gemptations, O that it may betheir happinefs 
_ to be the preferved in Chrift Jeflrs ! Keep them by 
thy. power through faith unto falvation. O take: 
_ them within the bond of thy covenant, and. be thou: 
their Father, to prote&, direc, and provide for 
them. Give them a name in thy houfe better than 
of fons and daughters, that I may meet with them 
a. at thy seat hand with everlafting joy.”’ 
Lafily, Be. fuitably concerned alfo for the whole 
~ church’ of Chrit, and efpecially for thefé that are in 
‘affiGion, that God may loofe their bonds, fend: 
them Tiberty and profperity in his due time, “* Do 
Bo good in thy good pleafure unto Zion, build‘up the- 
aa - “walls of thy Jerufalem. Peace be within her walls, 
& oe Ay within her pancce T A stined ue 
: Dineen, IV. Waar what you can to overcome the love ef 
_. Jife, and f€ars of death ; that you may attain to ealrage i 
feats, 2 die, and leave the world: when God calleth you to it. 
Tri is no wonder that a wicked man, or one that 
~” "hath no intereft i ‘Chrift, be unwilling to. die >. 
cae he is affighted 4 with the guilt” of paft fins, 
Sree and the fears’ oft fature torments ;- and ‘it is impofli be 
ie at to be. rid of thefe till he become a true believer in 
Chrit. No man hath. ground to. welcome death 
e yee the believer 5 yet it is to be regretted, ‘that fo 
_ =many of them fhould appear unwilling to leave this _ 
world, which is nothing td them but a wildernefs 
ae ‘weary land.  Lot’s foul was vexed and tro 
led jn Sodom, and yet he was loth ‘to leave 
me believe s, when” called to Te: Wve A, vex 
hew barge eines laps 
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 Afited Mar? s Companions | I se p 


dreads a diffolution, aud: part] tly from: the weaknefs: | 
of face. But. O» tet all a 1g children labor te 
overconre ‘this averfi jon, and go forth to meet death: 
half-way, and bid it welcome.. And for their help: — 
in this ask cE fhall lay before. them the following. 

: arguments. | 
Cap, Confider chicsw “Thee reafon’ dip tleven ‘Hath: 
to be much in love with this prefent life. 1. It isa 
finful life, fir dwells in. your nature, breaks out in: 
‘your life, and pollutes- all your duties. How often: 
have you” groaned under: this’ burden ? and fhould: 
you not be glad- to be eternally delivered from it? 
2) Itisa life of difeafes and infirmities ;- and fhould: 
you not be willing to be cured of them all ationce? 33. 
Tt is a life of temptation, fatanis Mill harraffing thee? 
and fhould you not be defirousto be out of his tele 
4. It is a lite of perfecutions from the wicked : “they > 
hate reproach and injure you many ways: and isit 
not defirable to be ‘© where the. wicked ceafe from 

- troubling and the weary beat reft ? 5. Itis a life of | 
clouds and darknefs? your fup is often veiled, and 
_-youngéviderices. obfeured, which occafions:many t 
ter complaints ; and fhould you not defire that tin 
when the day fhall break,-and all fhadows fly away 
6 ‘Iti is a life of calamities and fears + ; Tt is like 










siathlae 5 aad wher one: -dalaenity is patt 
times: eins greater is comin; a yan 
heavens turn fo bio aan! 


Tes is in meneye ee God kes, away of ha : 
from the evil to maoaige Hee Avi. i. ila deal 










Be Fathers, and thou fhalt se put Bs 
e, and. thine | siete not fe 
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reus jut | sates the Sad of Heidelberg. Laiher 
~ obferves that all the eames died before the deflruc- 
tion of Jerufalem, And Luther himfelf. died. before 
the bloody wars broke out in Germany, ‘Thus God 
~ Frequenily hides his people from the temptations 
-and'troubles that are coming on the, earth.» Why ; 
he fees many of them not in cafe to endure them; 
and therefore he in..mercy takes them away from 
a tempting and finning world, to a land of holinefs 
: and refty, “While \ we are here, we live in a world that 
dies in wickednels ; every. fenfe of the body betrays 
the: foul into fins” the poor foul can fearce look ont 
the eye, and. not. be infected ; 3; nor. hear by. the. 
ear and Mot be diftraéed ; nor ‘imell at the noitrils, 
ote not bé tainted’; nor tafte at the tongue and not - 
tbe. eds nor touch by the hand. and not be de- 
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: oO pr sh what 4 4g; this ces that Choseses: in fe 
of j itus but a living death, or a dying life. if It 1s 
grief for. things pal, full of labour for things 
nt, and: full of fears for things fature.s The 
art of our life is fpent in folly ; the middle part 
rwhelmed with cares 3 and | the latter part.of 
burdened with infirmities and. age. “And what 
w pee rolonging of this life ? nothing | but 

i fee more evil, and. faffer more-eyil. 
Ida Chrittian sole willing, to. be rid. of 
ievantes? © . pr oalt 
onfider. that dying i is appointed a as’ Sthe beast 
ly way, to glory; there is no way to én- 
nifed. land, but by.crofling the Jordan of 
ould nota ftranger, defire.to be at 
ads, though he hath a. rough way 
to. pats. Is. there. any home like 
r incomparable friend Chriftis? 
wit sang 















j P nels is it to” pan 






. nally fecured: of his prefences The three. apoflles 


did voluntarily, che one! fall on his. fword, #1 


a a ewe 
4 . a+ 





oot by 


Apie: Man’ £ Ginga. j a i 153° 





Rappinefs. to ‘you; sit teen: rou 1 to mount Doty. 
where you. fhall: not only fee. nore sai whiter: 
than the fnew, and brighter than the fun, but your- 
felf transfigured with him, made like him, and eter- 








jaw buttwo prophets ; ; but youfhall fee all the pro 
phetsia all the apoltles, all the patri iarehs, all the Mate 4 
tyrs, all. che holy perfons you once converfed’ with on oe 
varth,and.in general all the faints in heaven, each of: 


‘them Geoig as the fun ; and how fweet will their ~~ 


company be? © how foon will the triffes of the world : 
vanith, and all: its. pleafares be forgot, when > once ~ 
the believer gets a view of that captivatin 
above! When the fhepherds heard but fome few 
of the angels: fongs, who praifed God at the n 
of our Savi iour, they ‘dines a left their flocks, 


















the manger ; but mach, more cafe hath a li 


hold an. ralted: as fitting: on he: throne of hi 
glory; with all tis faints and. sae Migiey< 
aroutd hints 3 

Tf Caco aes Glesnbesties ae H 
reading: Plato’ s book of the immortality 


break his neck from a precipice, - that 
the {ooner come (as they fancied ) to 
thefejoys ; what a thame is it for C 

have a far fure er aad, clearer difcovs y of 
from God’s.own book, to be found uawilli 
ter into thee heavenly, j jJOSy when their 6) 
dcenic: calts for them thither? _ ag 
3dly, Confider how willing ‘Chit: was to come 
somecayet to. earthy, for your ane thors) bi 








ey 





ean oe ua tia a ae is caft en Chit 
| “Vanity, ya believer’s unwillingnefs to die. For. 
: Cheitiqas td pray, and {peak much. of Chri, of 
x heaven and glory, and yet be unwilling to enter in- 
1a to that glory ; what is it but a mitbelie ving of God, 
and atempting of baat ai! to, think there i is no re- 
ality i in religion? é 
\ neh. © Since death is not eafy to grapple with, 
: how thall £ attain to this bletted esau noite 
nefs to die? > 
3 Anfai, ff, Be ‘Suquiely patting forth the. ads ‘of | 
nn upon the righteoufhefs of. Chrift ; and believe 
‘that Chrift died to bring in a perfed- ‘nighteoufnel’ 
i. for believers, that they all might be complete in him. 
Now why {hould a believer be afraid to appear before 
odin Chrit’s char mene whieh 18 fo sae 














settee were to appear bet ore : Ged 7 in oH a 
rhteoufhels, clothed | with his Own duties and per-_ 
ances, it would be dreadful to think of dying ; 
have the white garment c of an elder brother 
on, solttetsiale view ean vee MNES. it is 


ok erg i preferve it. Be Se in one 
counts with God’ every: day, and ‘watch 

thefe fins that wound conicience; watte com- 
; grieve the Spirit of adoption. “ When we 
nd i : haps with sth we biol Be Sorbie of 






ar) 





dhott his of deatih Ww 
- livers. you,frem it. | Ne o 

sthly, Seek further difcoveries of in: Jove inefs of 

Chrift, and the daily exercife and. increafe of your, 
fouls love to him; for itis the nature of love to long 
after communion ‘eithh the perfon that we love. 

6thly, Make death familiar to you by the frequent 

forethougts of it. Retire oft from the world rv Ya 
; sink of dying, when you are in beft health. - 

athly, Be much taken up in the fweet.em ployment 
of praifling God, and exalting the. worthy La 
owas flaing Jand this will incline you to be theres, 
swhere ‘chiaa is the continual work. 

_ Lafity, Be oft thinking of thefe warnings, Ae foree 
runners of death, which God ‘fends.to~ wean 
heals from the love on i su ee a tie 


mie, becaule it ces Hebi 
























old ee view ae iene aud Pe: 
death which God fends to prepare his 
as the decays and infirmities ot ol LSE, ° 
“have, eat _deferibed in figurative expr 
es xi. 2. te Them the eee of ae: Pats 


‘aibade peices fies | rain ;°? F ee han diftem 
frequent like a continial dropping in a ‘rain; 
and the ending. of oneis ‘but the beginnir 
er.—V erfe 3. **'Then the keepers of st 
4remble 3’ 4 ¢. the head and hands which 

# plo ed for the prefervation of the body ¢ de dt 

| ftrong: men bow: themfelyes; > Z ¢, the 

ch are the pillars of the hou | 

The. grinders ceafe be 

a eae he up 













thigine that are 110 ete. eines i eS The asd as 
- @f mufigare “brought low ;” +4. e. they have neither. 


_woice nor ears ; they can neither fing themfelves, nor 
take pleafure in the voice of fingimz men or women. 
Then death pulls us,'as ‘it were by the ear, to think 
on the-mufic above.—Verfe-s. “© The almond-tree 

‘ flouritheth 3” 2. e. the hair grows: white, like the al- 

r mond-tree in the bloflom. And as the- outward 
















the inward parts thereof: therefore it is faid, Verfe 


owl broken, the pitcher broken at the fountain, and 
1¢ wheel broken at the ciftern;” ze. the filver 
of the finews is loofed, ‘which carries the facul- 
nfe and motion from the head, through the 
The head, which likea golden bowl or box, 
ee. 1s the brain, that is the fountain of fenfe and 
Motion through age is- broken, and turns crazy. 
1e many pitchers of the veins, which carry ‘the 
rifhing - -blodd from’ the well to ‘the ‘liver ‘unto 
part of the body, “become like broken veflels. 
wheels of the arteries, which convey the 
cate from he heart: to the: pascal Sefer 


eto, cc, Bad: he We ath Chat? poseha 
fter all, fome~ believers will have chjeSions 


: 


L “] si the vroned to be. cut off in the, 






1c age. poe AoERS rae 
a ‘of Bes Fin a on. this asco 


parts of the body’do weaken and decay, fo alfo do. 


et ihe filver cord thall be loofed, the solder | 


3 aft willingsets. to dic, fome whereof T thal con- 


~ 


Affiied . May’ i ia pik Woke 15%: 






home 3 whereby you will pre nt 
row m the ceva fe Pee weg See mea ge 
Objed. U1. 1 have houfes and | 
fortable dwelling on the earth.’? 
Anfw. ‘Thefe are only ‘needful in your ‘ge u 
through the world ; above there is. no ufe for thefe 
comforts, There God provideth 1 ns for his” 
people a thoufand times more comfo: John xiv. 
2. 2.Cor. v. 4. Surely houfes of | God’s buil ding, and 
of Chrilt’s: furnifhing, are Ealdheeg to. the aia 
built by men’s hands, | .. tee a a 
Objed, IU.. “ But a! am loth, to gene Geils aud. Hate 
nances, and the fweet communion, h have had. with ea 
him therein.’?.; —, ‘ 
Anfar. Above these will ie shcca 6f ordinances... : 
facraments, bibles, or minifters ; for the Lamb. will. 
be the light of the heavenly temple, and all hid things’ 
in religion. will be difcovered inChrift’s face. ‘Ther a 
you will.celebrate an eternal Sabbath, drink the fruit 
of the vine new. with, Chrift;, be ever with the Lord, a 
without any: cloud or interruption: of yourcommunion 
withim. Is it any lofs to be taken from the thal- 
low ftreams, and fet by the fountain that i is ever. full 
and running over? : 
Objet. IV. 6 Lam loth. to: leave the -counpany 
godly. friends and relations?” 
Anfw. Deatli will take you: to your Bend C 
that 1s far better than. them all. And for: one a 

























heaven 3 ‘and. thete. paul Taber you. ‘eave th 

he. yes 
you fall foon meet withthem again there; where 
will have far fweeter communion than poiibly 
can haye upon. earth with them, or.the belt « 
who, while here, have fexeral infirmities and pa 
that sing times snake their converfe uncomfort 
; ce ead ai kee e | 
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belief of God’s fulfill ite all ‘his promifés to: them 

_ there, was more acceptable to God, ‘than his behold- 

ing the: performance. And the glory of the church 
‘miuitant i js a fight nothing comparable to aon oF the 

| church triumphant abave. % 

“Objet. VIL But 1: would elie: ‘to hegre to do. 


God more fervice-i in ‘his. church below, nae, ne- 


* ceflities are clamant. 42 

Anfw. i. You-will net want opportiinity- fr 
_ \ferving’ and glorifying. God above, and where you 
3 ay be in far better cafe for it. Here our hearts are - 
t out of tune for God’s work, and we: are forced 


a 









ver oy en ofa ant ES ele a heart 











role ne ay greek mht wees art gone.’ pee 
VII. “1 am afraid of the pain: anit pangs 
“Phe thoughts. of thefe! make me’ thrink - 


: if. Many die without. much fecutine Lferihe: 
nd it is probable have lef pain at the hour 
than they, haveh felt. under. feveral former 


eee - eee seni. 


ifthe Aya Pi they are feo overs and’ 


tects Sait Chriltian to. oie cheraly, and 
when:he can find the grave. 
we eat ‘in this: ‘shape y 


O° era wha 
ter sng mir 


o hang eur harps upon’ the willows ; * ‘but above | 
are no: willows, to hang them on ; no faint. 


3° 
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te ro 


meer Ve ae to imitate the ancient: i enya the dying 
inv faith. ip 
‘HIS was fies character and | saan of the old - 
- §L Teftament faints, Heb. xi. 13. “ Thefe all dis 
. edi in faith? As they had lived by’ ee 8 they _ 
died in faith. They not only continued true believ- 
~ersto the laft, dying inthe ftate of faith, but: they 
died in the exercife of faith alfo. Now,. the €xer- 
_ eife of faith in dying inclades feveral things, worthy | 
- tobe imitated by all dying believers. 
~ oift. An’ open and: profeiled. adherance to che abe, 
 trine of faith,. and: truths of. Chriftianity. cant 
faith all Chriftians thould: zealoufly.. own in the 
view of death, and perfevere in it tothe Jaft with. 
‘out wavering. This would be to dig like rs 
‘though we die i imoyr beds. How ftea 
- Polycarp:adhere to Chrift, and his { ‘tre 
and fo died in faith ! When he wa 
; sproconfull to deny €hrifty he anfwere: 
efeoreand fix years ha¥e I-ferved hir 
»once offended me : and how fhall 
.2dly, Dying in faith: imports ; 
pa se firm: belief of the fundamental articles of 1 
. Chriftian faith: and improvingythem fo, as to mak 
them the foundation of our com: 
»‘the hour of death. As for inftam 
_ eur departing fouls, in the firm be 
vand éxifting in a feparate condit 
and of that future fate of: bleffedn 
» God hath prepared, for all elievers. 
. difmifs the. body to the grave, in a 
hope of'a joyful refurredtion at the ‘lak « 
thatsholy = Job both lived and. d 
_- oJok xix. 255.26. * I'know! tha 
“and 'that he me ftand at't 
, And though after. my fkin, 
yyetin my flefh I side Goi 
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rn) Godh my given. ‘concerning, it 3) as Abraham dictin 

; poing Out to an. ‘unknown land, Heb. ai. 8.250% By 

faith Abraham, when he was scomines to go outinno 

-‘a-place whieh he fhould after receive for an-inheri- 

. “aance, obeyed ; an tps: weat Caer sectin eatery: wheth- 
er Re went.” =. Ms teed 

-3dly, ‘The balieket ice in faiih, when: he: ‘makes 

‘frcth application to Chriit as his only hope and Sav. 

: jour, takes him in his arms of faith, as old Simeon 

did d before his death, Having) 5 In the Mord ‘Chri 






blige: Sghtcouinets nor. Geert in i BR eco Pr 
- have both in him, my_blefied furety and redeémer. 
ede have. many ufes for faith in Chrift at the hour, 
ei ate By faith we muft depend upon. Chrif’s 
blood laking- atonement,. and. wafhing away 
t of alkour by paftfins. By Saas we mu 
on the-rig asad ee of Chrift for covering our 

ouls, when age Ate tO. een ar aes be 
es: tee 


























- cond a pacer the Sake seh a cooky and” 
€ ling on the: fhor e of glory. bet Sa Es nae 
cliever dies in faith, ipihieadie trafts 
foul with confidence. in his Redeemer’ 'S 
vith Paul, 2 “Tims i 2. 1 know | 
ceased that he 
that pacts L Mp hereanicnistedlie: him. 
22, This was the. Pfalmift’s practice, 
¥ Intoithy. hand, I. commit my Jpirit + 
d me,!O'Liord God sitiaysaia 
s:in-taith). commits the jewel 
edéemer’s:kéepings and.éonhdes 
ry phe made ‘it, he hath ; 





ar * n ¥ eng a Pi L* 


lp? Mine ‘nipion oe ic a4 


Fete; we ill tiot loofe, if it bei in Oxir power: voitare 
Ate? Ae ne TERT 8 a 

iy 5M, Dy age in feel tiepares ‘that tes Apais: 
“faints Conlfides® in God’s faithfulnefs and truth’ for. 
‘giaking good ‘all thefe-promifeés to: his’ charch” 32): eee 

“people after his death, which‘are not yet adec aplifli- | 
‘éd. - We thould go barr the Rage i in the firm belief of 

~ God’s fulfilling” all” his promifes - concer rning | the 
“profperity of his church, the calling: of the: jews, 
the deftruction of ‘Antichrift, and the fecond coming 

“of our Lord ? ‘and likewife’ ‘concerning ‘our families, 

‘that God will be as go0das his ‘word, and ‘be a fa- 
\ther'to the fatherlefs,/and a hufband to: the widé: see 
“Would we then Be ‘fo happy as to ‘dievin: faith, 
Yer ‘us take thefa@advices. - oP Me YE Bek a 
1p, Let'us ‘be careful to’ ageptaiiirberereband’: . 
“for death is atime to-ule faith, not to ‘perit. They | 
Were’ foolifh: virgias,“who had thei oil to Buy whea 4 
‘the brideatoom wastéome.-* * ) 
“e 2dly, “Stady-to- live ‘every ta 
‘faith; cahie: ‘be ‘full-improving | 
Chrift, in’alt his: offices, and for a 
ufes fr which'God ‘hath given him, to ‘bi 
gly, Be frequently clearing uf 
‘Heaven, and beware of letting 
gthly, Record and: lay up tk 
Eine dealings with you, and be* 
‘them; that you’ may have* them, 
ee deathy. siciik Gama 
- Batly, Meditate: enenete + 
Hae been fweet and comfortable t 
its : eee fees that roaet Lérd 
7 robeeo 























162 .  Mitad Mar’ y. Companion. 
of Gad, and. the, edificatiom of thofe that furvive you. 
‘How pleafant is it to fee God’s people leaving the 
world,. commending Chrift and his. depvice, and per- 
fuming the place they lie in with their laft, breath ? 
Ihave, Chap. ILI. Dire. 5. and 6. adduced. feveral 
modes to. prefs this point, and given direétions con- 
cerning the fpeech: and behaviour of the ‘children of | 
fend when on fick-beds, which I hall not. repeat. ; 

, That which I defign here is; to fet before you the 

“exatnples: of fome eminent faints, and their exempla- 

TY, pious,. and holy {peeches and fayings, when they 

- were’a-dying 3 and. that in, order to’ confirm, aad 
etablih, others i in religion, and. Kal wt exeite them to 

Bing eae. | econ itis for this very: end, that God hath 

ine: ordered us, to: be xcompaffed ‘about. with. . fo great 2 

cloud of witnefles, Heb. xii. 1. Thus doth the apof- 

ue thei improve their-example, Heb. xi, And how ear- 
nett is he in. this. matter? Eleb. vi. 11..12. 5,46 And 

; ay, that every.one ofiyou do thew, the fame dil- 

is to, the full. affurance of hope unto.the end: 

: fa es flochful, but ‘followers of them, who 

1 faith and-patieice inherit the promifes.’? | 

ail begin/with fome examples from the facred 

y; and, m the firft place, with the King of 

our Lord. Jefus Chrift.- O how-fweet and 

owere. his- difcourfes unto his difciples, 
death. drew nigh! and what a heavenly 

did he make for them, and all-his eleét:ones 

| ‘Thefe we hayes. recorded i in the Fath, 

and 17th. chapters of John: which are 

oe at all times for us.to read and. medi- 
| ially when death is approaching. - 
le ae read the. hiftory of our Lord’s | 
eh soe may obferve the wonderful ex 
1S ees in bei ‘ie patience: un a 
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thine forth moft. gloriowly. at his. as with therae- 
‘diant beams of, his heavenly, graces : and virtues; and> 
herein he hath fet himfelf.a. pattern to. all. dying faints. 


: _to. the end-of the, world... 


Jacob, when he-was ‘on his. death bedi Tie his 


Gas together,. and gave them: many. {pecial. charges. 


: fed: yd all Wea ways ar re judgmer 
and without 1 iniquity, cage, ii 


we have narrated, Jofh. xxiii. and 


and. bleffings ; we have. his: excellent. words» record- — 
edin Gen. xlviii. and’: xlix.. chapters... And in par- 
‘ticular,. how. {weetly. doth. he fpeak of the coming. of 





the Meffiah to them? Gen. xlix. 19. 18. And how 
-affectionately. doth he commend God’s goodne fs and: 


indprovidence, towards him: through his life?“ 
,Gen.. Pa 16. sf The God. which, fed. Pan 
my life long unto this dayes feed « i-3 Cede o 
_Jofeph, -when he was a-dying; {poke lovingly. to his + | 
“brethren,.who: had dealt cruelly with him ; sandal : 
fared them. of the Lord’s faithfulnefs in ke his 
-promife_ to. their fathers, Gen. 1. 20.. “ Reg 
“God will furely » walt: yousand bring yo eae 
and... you» ot ete Nish ewes | 
‘ip Moles, when, he was:to ‘go on, to. ‘mount 
ee ¢ there, left, many. bleflings,. and gave ma 
ty pete fat tothe. children; of. Ifrael : _ web 


















Jofhua, when he was near his en: 
a folemn charges and exhortations to the 


Bowman aay fee a vofean 
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‘your “heats esi datatt! your fouls, that not’ one ‘thing: 
‘hath failéd of ‘all the. good ‘things: which the Lord 
‘your God fpake> concerning: you. PRE 94 9 
.. David, when> his end‘ was near; anenabled Ais 
‘people, and folemnily chargéd them, - aie hi thé ‘audi. 
‘ence of God; ‘to Keep" his vebititnandinedts; aChron. . 
“‘xxviti.' 8,9. And partieularly, he ‘charged his fon 
‘and faceéffor: Solomon, to™* know’ the God of his 
SY ‘father, ‘and ‘to férve hint with: a | perfect. Beaty and 
. witha a willing’ reinces, “hes sain nce 
» "Phe apoftle Paul, when talkin dis lat'farewel “of: 
4 = elders: of Ephefts, he ‘mot folemnly ‘charges - 
“them, to «take ‘heed to themfelves, and the. flocks» 
over. which the Holy! ‘Ghoft had’ nade! thein"over- 
; hr Nght: Sala “And how fweetly doth’ he fing 
‘of approaching death! ! 2-Tim#iv.'6,", . 
a how ready to*be offered, the’ tiftie of my 
yture is at ‘hand. | ‘Vhave fought ‘dt? good’ ‘fight,. 
finitied my courte, Ihave waste ay faith. 
forth there is laid up forme a- crown of ‘righ- 
s; ‘Which thé Lord) the righted mi be tall 
t that! day j2dnd? or se 
¥ alfo that Tove. His vappearit pare with 
ation-of  thefe: feripture fants the ‘pti 
ed ff all ages have ftudied ‘to g lorify: God ‘and- 
mén at their death, by’ commendingGod and - 
f Yo thei fends dndfamiliés. Phele we 
to" ‘each by ‘our ‘example, ‘both how: ‘tOlive and. 
; diey'as others have dorle'Before'us. "Thus: 
EWaying faint’ tor Has” fatnily, « Fehave for- 
he you how ty Feds ta and an * teach you: 
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moh. heavenly, when the fun of their life. was at 
the cept 
That old: difoiples Acar Sanyal he came: bak: 
er Rake at which he was burnt, defired to Catiee: 
tied, faying; ‘ Let-me alone,,/for he that. gave me 
ftrenoth to. come to. the fire, will give ‘me patisnee 
to endure the fame without your tying.” | 
2. 50 holy Cyprian triumphed over Geath, ees 
‘let him_only. fear death, who muft pais from: this 
death ta the fecondialeath.””) When he “heard the 
fentence: of death profiounced ‘againft. hitn, he/faid, 
“ Tthank- God: for are cach me from: the pitts of 
thisbody.?) | 
3. Bafil, when the emperor Valens fent His lieske 
to. tempt: him .with= ‘great. preferments to “turn 
from the faith, he rejected them with {corn,: faying,. 
“You may-offer thefe things to children.”? And- when» 
they: threavened-him with dufferings, hefaid; * threat- 
én your'purple gallants with’ thefe. ihings9 that: 
“give themfelves: to their:pleafures.”” «40.90. hy 
When! Modeftis: the perfe@’ threatened. ‘Bafiliséo.” am 
 ¢onfifcate his goods, to torment him,.to: banifhyhim. | 
“er kill him; he anfwered, “ he need not fear-confifea- 
tion, that:-had nothing to loofe : nor. banifimentyto. 
“whom heaven only is a> country's! nor tormentis,, 
when his body woud be dafhed. with one. blow § nor 
death: which is'the only wayoto-fet:himi) at libetty.’” 
- The pertect telling’ him hevis. mad, faid,  Opta meta 
rirspeteenst fe delirare, V-with Dmay: forever be thusmad. 
4. Ignatius being ledeframsSyriaite Rome totie - _ 
torn un,piecés-oft wikhibedts. he‘exprefled his fear lelt. i" 
it fhould happen-to him. as\tofome: others, thatthe | 
-lions out of a kind-ofreverence, would not: dareto. ; 
‘ototch him.'s And therefore he: oft wifheds ‘© Dat. — | 
-théit appetites: might be whitted: to difpateh. him. i it 
For (daid he): the lions teeth are but-like ‘a mill, 
'. which thongh i it. bruifeth,syet. wafteth not the-good ° | 
eg only. prepares: and: fits .it to be made: pure. 
bread... dsetimé be-broken: by them, fo 4, eee ae 
se aan for. saseiaas 1b 3 ais 
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5. The great Mr. Knox,.our! reformer; when fe 
Jay a dying, was muchin prayer,ever crving, “Come 
‘Lord:Jefus ;:fweet Jefus, into thy hands commend: 
amy fpirit.?. Being afked by thofethat attended him, 
af his patn was.great 2 he: anfweréd, “that: he did 

-<not:efteem that-a pain, which: toa be to him the 
’ end of all trouble, and the beginning of eternal joys.”’ 
Oittimes, after fome deep meditations, he faid, «¢ O- 
eferveithe Lordin fear, and death fhall not be terri- 
oble tovyou 3, bledled is ‘the death of thofe that ‘have 
apatts in the’ death: of | Jetus.” 

After afore. temptation -from ‘Satan, ( whighe-I: 
formerly- mentioned)» over: which ‘he triumphed’ at 
i Seangths he faid,:‘* Now the enemy.is gone away a- 
fRamed, and fhall no more return.. Pam fure now 
omy battle is: ar an end;.and:that without pain-of 

ebody,.: or” trouble of fpiritj. I fhall Shortly: change. 
-this: mortal and.miferable Alife; with that.happy and 
Jimmortal life: which fhall never havé-anvend.”? Af- 
ter one had prayed: for him; he was: afked ‘whether 
che-heard the prayer? 2 he anfweéred,‘***Would to God: 
ryou had‘heard-it:with fuch :an-earand heart as.T 
have done!’ adding; Lord ‘Jefus, receive my {pirit.”” 
oWith which words, without any motion of handsior- 
Meetyas: one falling: aflec Ps rather than dying»: he'en-- 
‘t uded histlifews<: 

» 6. Dre Gouge, wien he was ‘oldiana “pity: was 
fore afflisted with the ftonesand other painful mala- 
idies ; yet: though by» reafonof his, pains he was oft 

- sBeard nck abt hever once grumbled ‘again the 

sdifpenfations: of sGod... He never cried outjia great 

_ Sfeferer, buw-ott,.a great. fianer. s-yet fall’ éomtorted 

chiméelf, that there isa great Saviour, » Tnhis great- 
,seft torments: he :would fay, * Well, syet.in all thefe- 

there is nothing of hell,.or of God’swrathis OQuiny 
foul, be filent,. be patient :it isthy(God and Pather | 
‘tbat thus orders.thine-eftate.. ‘Thou: art his clay 5. ss 
he; may-tread ‘and trample: upontheeashe ples Es 
othou haft-deferved much> more." Ttniscenou 
is cen art ast Bas papa atbohgl eae 
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sorisy Fee they are not intolerable, thy:(‘God ‘affords. 
fome intermiflions ; he will turn it to thy good, and / 
at length put an end: to all. and none: of thefe'coms: 
‘forts can be.expeéted in hell.” ‘Anhis greateft pains, 
he oft ufed holy Job’s words, “«’Shall.we nective 
-2ood frota the hands ofthe:‘Lord, andnot.evil alfa: 
“When any of his friends would have comforted ony 
with telling him'of his eminent gifts and fervicein: - 
the minifiry, he would-anfwer, “I dare not think» “ae 
-of-any fuch thing for comfort: only Jefus Chrilt, 
cand what he-hath done ‘and-endured, is the ‘mound we a 
of my fare comfort.” ‘The'thoughtsotdeath were 
pleafant- tO" chim, which he often*termed) ‘his beft’ : a 
friend, next unto Jefus Chrift.): And‘he would blefy eA 
‘God, thathe’had nothing to do‘bat to die 9 . or 
7. Ihave read of another miniftér under: etalk. he 
extreme. pains. “When ‘he was -afked,‘how: he di id? id : 
his frequent anfwer-was, “ The bith always burnings! 
but not confumed ; though my pains are above’ the a 
firength of nature, yet they are not above’ the fup- * 
‘ports of “grace.” “He! would--pray, © «: Lotd:-drop + 
comfort into thefe bitter: Swaters of | Marah. - Let the . 
‘blood. of fprin Kling, Which: extingtiifheth the fire 0 
thine anger, plays ray burning-pain- Ohyi 
“tience were Moré, my pains ‘would be 
give me patience, and’ ‘infli@ what thi 
is a fiery chariot, butat-will é bat 
my God, break open the *prifor do 
poor captive foul free: I defire t 
enable t me ‘willingly (0 wait thy tin 
again ery, “When | - vats 2 
neither fin more, not OW"! 
see ety, ‘thy’ 
HLA acts BS 
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8. Mrs.’ Jean Afkew, who was a martyr in king 
Heary’s reign, to her eoatelleains in Newgate fhe thus 
fubferibed 5: ** Written. by. me Jean Atkew, that 
neither; rabilieth death, nor feareth its might, and as 

» merry as one» bound’towards heaven.’? When the 
cHanceHor fent her Jetters*at tthe ftake, offering: her 
the-kiho’s; pardon, if dhe would recant 5 fhe refufed 
to look upon ‘them,' gave’ this anfwer: ‘Phat fhe 
camé not hither to deny her Lord and Matter.” 

9. Mr. James Bainham, when he was at the 
flake in the midft-of the burning fire, which had 

half confumed his legs and arms, {pake thefe words ; 

“QO. ye Papifts + behold. ye’ look.for miracles, and. 

- here‘now ye may fee a ‘miracle’; for in; this, fire I 

feel no more pain, than if I »were.in a bed of down ; 
it-iguto meas.a bed of rofes.”. 

(#0. John Lambert, ashe. was burning 3 in Smith. 7 
fields and his. legs were quite confumed with the 

’ fire; she lift up his hands, his fingers. flaming like 

— tarehes, but his heart abounding with comfort, cry- 
ing ont, None but Chrift, none’but Chrift.” .,. , . 

ee BE 8 Mr. Robert Glover,.a little before his death,, . 

had low the fenfe of God’s favor, for which he was 
in great heavinels and. forrow; but when he came 
within fight. of the flake at which he was to fuffer, 
he was on afudden fo filled with divine comfort, 

- ther, clapping | his. hands; bogether, he cried out to his 
fervant,;*$ ie is. cOME,, hea 4s sOmea” and fo died ec 
cheerfully) | : 

Tait was 2 faying of Angtiing % Boughs ‘fall 
off, trees), and . tones out, of » buildings ; and why 

thould i it feem, ftrangethat mortal men dic?? 

13: Mr. John Dodd had a violent féver, that there. 
was but little hope of his lifes, he at beagth his phy-.. 
fician. coming to, him, faids Now I-have hope of, 

your recovery... » To, whom Mr Dodd: anfwereds. 
You think. to comfort, me, with. this,,but. you make. 
my heart fad. It ie as if you thould tell one Whe 
hagbeen foge weather-beaten at fea, and conceiving, © 
he was mow arrived at the heaven arte his fool) 
aS | : -¢ 
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longed.to be, that he ‘mutt gO back agaut to be 
tolled with new winds and waves.’ : 
He would. often fay: in his laft ficknefs, «6 r am 
not afraid: to look death in the face. 1 can fay, 
Death where is thy {ting ? death cannot hurt me.” . 
He-ufed to fay, “The kndWwledge of two things _ 
- would make one willing to die, viz. What heaven 185, 
and thatit is mine.” ** Yes, (faid one) if aman 
were fure of that.” "Co whom he anfivered, Truly 
affurance is to be had ; and. what have we risa do-. 
ing all this while ?? " 
Some others of the ae ings ‘of this lolyt man were 
fo pithy and remarkable, cannot pafs them:here. 
Once Mr. Dodd coming to. vifit a-godly minifer. 
on his death-bed, who was:much opprefled withmel-. 
ancholy, and complained'to him, faying, - ee O- Mr. 
Dodd, what will yot fay of him whois: going out of - 
the Gosh, and can find no comfert 2’ “To whom 
Mr. Dodd anfwered, “What will. you fay of our 
Saviour Chrift, who, when he was going ovt of the 
world, found no comfort, but cried out, My God, 
my God, why halt thou. forfaken me ??——He faid 
of afflictions,’ “ they are God’s portions, which we 
may f{weeten by faith, and faithful prayer ; but we, 


for the moft part, make them better, putting: into 


God’s cup the evil ingredients of our impatience and — 
unbelief.—He called death the friend of grace, 
though it be the enemy of nature; for whereas the — 
_word, facraments, and prayer, do but weaken fin, 
death kills it.”?. He ufed to fay, ‘* A maniis never 
in a. hard: condition; unlefy..he have a hard heart, 
atid cannot, pray.’’.. dle. inftudted: Chriftians how. 
they fhould never, ots a great nor lafting affiidions cope 
and that was, by looking: upon the things thatare = - 


notifeen, which are’ eternal, 2 Cor. iv. £7,.18. For | 


what,canbe ‘great’ to- him that counts the. world, 


nothing 2nd what:can be long to him, that al 


3 counts 4 piss life; but_a {parr long ?—-When he fw a > 
c ve My eae would fay as Jonadab did te. - 

Foad Art ag: a king’s segs and lookeft e es 

ieee ty ni 
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And when. fuch. complained to him of their loffes 
and crofles, he would ufe the words of Eliphaz te 
Job, '“ Do the confolations of God feem fmall unto 
you? it ‘God hath taken from you your children, your 
a goods, &c. but he hath not: taken from you himfelf, 
A 3 Chri, hor. shis* Spirit, nor heaven, nae eternal 





To a friend oF his that rofe froma medn'to ‘a great 
hate: he fent word, « “Phat this was but as if he 
fhould go outof a boat: ante a: barge or thip ; but he 
Sea feriaufly ‘to remember, that -whilf_ he: was in 
this world, ‘he was but upon the floating fea. 
~~ \He oft faid, “That if it-were lawful to envy any, 
i he \would envy thofe that turn to God in their- youth, 

_ awhereby they efcape much fin and forrow, and are 
acob, that flole the bleffing betimes. He ufed 
re reproofs given in pailion, to fealding po- 
_ the patient could not take down :°in 
\we fhould Jabour for. meeknels of. wifdom, 
fo words and hard nit. rio Ht tea: 











Or ice he rook a journey to foe tis father 40 
Gr enham, and to:bemoan himfelf to him, 
unt is-crofles and hard ufage: Mr. 
hax ing. heard all he could. fay, anfwered 
« Sin, ‘fon, when affii@ion lieth: ‘heavy; 
ight” Vv Dade afedvatets blefs God 
= roteei G Giese 
‘him as he expected; he; im 
7 ea jot this a Peburhews age, 
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- fortitude, a thing he had been prepar as Nike fie 
- doubt bat the thould meet him again in k 
ieee Arai cabo: Da 

Me si ae * 


| j 
j a 2 Ay 
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_t¥. Acertain godly man pafling through his laf 
ficknefs with’ extraordinary calmnels- of confcience, 
being afked by fome of his friends about it, he ary 
fwered, that he had fteadfaftly fixed his heart upon 
that fweet promife, Ifa. xxvi. 3. “ Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace whofe mimd is ftaid on thee ; be- 
canfe he trufteth in thee.” And my God, faid he, 
hath gracioufly made it fully good unto my foul. ~ 
16. Mr. Rebert Bolton, minifter at Bronghton, 
well known by his writings, in the time: of his laft 
ficknefs, which was long avd fharp, he often breath. . 
ed out thefe words: ‘* Oh, when will this good hour 
come? when fhall I be diffolved ? when thall I be 
with Chrift??. Being told, that. to be’ diflolyed was 
indeed better for him, yet it would be better for the 
church that he would ftay here ; he anfwered, “* If 
I fhall find favour m the eyes of the Lord, he will 
bring’ me again, and fhew me both it and his Rabita- 
tion; but af otherwile, lo, here: Iam, let him do what | 
feemeth him good. in his eyes.” Being afked by a 
nother, if he could not be content to live, if it pleaf- 
ed God ? he anfwered, “ I grant that life is a great 
blefling of God, neither will I neglect any means that 
may preferve it; and. do heartily fubmit to God's 
will; but of the two, F infinitely defire more to be 
diffolved, and to be with Chrift.” . He bade all that 
edme to fee him, make fire of Chrift before they came 
to die, and look upon the world now as a lump of 
vanity. Ee encouraged the mimifters that came te 
as be. gh SENG and courageous in the work of 
the Lord, and not to faint nor droop for any afftic- 
tron that fhould Eile oben: . a i 

» When he found kimfelf very weak, he called for 
his wife and ehildren, He defired’ her te bea 


diffolution, which was now at hand, wit ib a Chri 










the fpace of twenty years ; and bade Ken “make 
exhorted. his children to remember thefe’ thing: 
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- opéd and. believed, that none of them ‘durit. think 


to meet him at that great tribunal im an unregenerate 
itate?? <1 tee. 2, ME biovl . 

Some of his parifh coming to watch with him, it 
Was moved, that as by his deétrine he had difeovered 
to them the-exceedingwomforts that were in’ Chrift; 
fo he would now tel them what’ he felt in -his:owa 
foul. . ** Alas, faid he, ‘do yow leok for that:of me 
now, that wants breath and ftrengtly to fpeak!? I. 
have told you enourh:in my miniftry ; but yet to fat 


_asfy you, lam, by the wonderful mercies of God, as 
“ fall of comfort as my heart ‘can hold yland:? feel 
mothing in my foul but Chrifty with whom I heartily 


defire to be.’”’ And obferving fome weeping; he 
looked to them and {aid, * Oh,. what a deal ado there. 
is before one can die.” ~ ight Pak Bs gay 

' When the pangs of death were upon him, being- 
told, that fome of his dear friends were about him,. 


- to take their lat. farewel, he .caufed: himfelf tobe 
“ ‘aifed up in his bed ; and- after-a few: gafpings “for 


breath, he faid, “lam now drawing on apace to 
my diffolution hold out, faith and patience, ‘your 
work will{peedily be atan end.” And then fhaking 
them all by the hands,he prayed heartily and particu: 
larly for them and defiredthem to make fure of heave 


- ‘en, and to bear in mind what "he had formérly told 


them in his miniftry, protefting to them, that the 
doérine he had preached*to them for the fpace: of 
twenty years was the truth of God, as he fhould an- 
fwerit at the tribunal: of Chri, before whom«he— 
kta | thortly appears it i bent ae 


- When. he was ftruggling with death, a very dea 
friend: taking him by the hand; atked:hinw if he felt 
not muth pain? \*‘Trtly. nd (faid Hie) the greateRil 
feellis Four éold handi?s wre ce toute wt 

rg. Mr. John Holland, ‘a:‘Gedly: miniftéryscon® 
tinued his*ufual pradtice of: te Spa Bese oe"; 
inthis .;family »to- the lat’; and the >day before! dis 
death she:called for'a Bible, and caufing another'to 


% 
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‘on ity, se rhe ‘by verfe ; but on a fudden he : 
flay your. reading’; what brightnefs is* this | 
have you lighted up any candle ? ? A flander b 
NO; it is the fun-fhine, (for it was about ‘five 
ma: clear fammer’s evening) 46 ata, faid ey 
nay, it is mySaviour’ sfunthine, No: 
welcome heaven ; the day ftar from on high hath 
vilited my heart : Or fpeak it when I am gone, and- 
preach it:at: my foneral 5: God dealeth: familiarly 
with-man ; I feel his‘mercy, I fee his majett wheth- 
er in the body. or out of the body, I cannot tell, 
he knoweth ;. but Ifee things that are unutt 
, And in: this rapture he continued. till he: nae 
48, I knew not long ago, an emidently odly man 
G. M- that fell into feveral fuch extraordinary 
tures fometime before his death, fuch as 
_ ftrength and fpirit were. not able to fupport: 1 
though he had. no ficknefs,. Sometimes he 1 
{wallowed up and overcome by: the: manife 
God’s love to i Poul; that. his ords cou. 
































Reet paste is go off, that all Bout him be | 

conclude him to be dying : but sgeueks he was bey | 
"get words uttered, they were fo he: 
ing concerning the love of Chrif 
grace, that by ers-could not h 
Weeping. Sometimes 
vifit him,.and found him? 
ced to turn all their prayers | 
except fome petitions t they 

- That he might gra 
hii weak body, and en 
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.ons,'QO an bled. help me. to. praife: aieae! oe 
- faints admire his love, and wonder at him.—Again, 
' O flames of love! my foul feeth Chrift t) the heavens 
open! I fee a throne, and the Lamb in the midh of 
the throne! O what think ye of Chrift? my foul 
: Vora brnachee towards nae oe on ENE is eaeatd 







pena sc ry that he asrained a pita cain: 
~nefs of thought, and freedom of fpeech, he would dif- 
: courfe. of the myfteries. of religion, the eleing love 
| of God, the treedom of grace, the unfearchable rich- _ 
es of Chrift, and the glorious contrivance of redemp- 
tion through his death and facrifice ; I fay; he would ~ 
fc talk of thefe things more like an angel than a man. 
~ For. fach was his heavenly: eloquence, fluency of 
, and facility of {peaking upon thefe fubjeas, 
bh otherwife was not natural to pine that Sie 













thet to, haan hin.) ‘His: bedy gradually: reales 
fer thefe raptures of fpirit, and he longed 
to be ce the world, bent ae i ee he 
Tit 


i ted to all that he aa swale to, ane | 

to admonifh them of any thing he knew amifs 
: », which he did molt. convincingly. And 

oceafion to fee bares who — ns et 


\ 


~ déemer, that fubtle enemy felf avill enter in wwiths me. | 


! _ Meeteeniealy he sag Lh twit y yees 


your peace, Psat life, your crown, 
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and offer ‘to —_ the crown off oon head before amy 
face.” POW & | 

/ Once: ee ear a esas: on. Phil. Jxexv, ry tt 
«“f will hear what God the Lord will fpeak,” he? 
- broke out in a rapturous difcourfe to one that came’ 
to fee him, blefling God that he had {poke to him in: 
that fermon... « And O (faid he). what am: I,:that 
the Rock of Ifrael fhould have fpoke tome thefe ‘th ree: 
‘fermon-days bygone, affuring me that all my fins are 
forgiven ! » Whatam I,a vile ‘worm,. that he fhould: ? 
beo:kind and condefcending,, as to difcover. Chrift 
and: heaven in fuch a manner to: me, and affare me 
that B’will fhortly be with him! Oh I g 
"had finned ain away from me, but I fee he wi 
bide away! O adteiinable ae i aoa oO helj 
‘praife hia YP ved 

~ When death diew near, ‘tite’ was : bs 
inhiseafe! yet he never: -queftioned: His” 
~Chriff; but. till afferted, ae h 
“andy: Redeemer,and fF will tho tly bese Ht 
And once: when he was ready to-c ain for wa 
of God’s wonted manifeftations, he , 8 
knew -his body was now weak,.and 































Tak nets began’ Mb cas - 

g. Dr. Harris, dink of Brin 7 
‘ acbee lat ficknefs ufed to exhort a ie 
faith above all things. . ee Te is (faid 
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what they have heard, he would’ refunte’ the Read” 
thereof, and fay, “O what excellent truths are thefet! 
Lay them up carefully, for you will have need of 
them.”=—When friends came to vifit him, he: would 
fay, “« Lecannot fpeak, but Pecan hear.?” Being afk: 
ed; where:his comfortlay ? Heanfwered, “ In Chiift), 
atid in’ the free grace of God.” 

One telling him, that he might take much: ‘comfort 
in his labours,ahd the good he had‘done; his an: 
fwer was,“ Allis nothing without a Saviour, with: 
out him emy beftworksiwould condemn me. Oh,. 
4 atn afhamed of them, they; are fo mixed with. fin:. 
i have done nothing’ for God as‘ I ‘cught.—Oh,. 
lofs of time fits very heavy upon my fpirit.. Work, 
work apace ;: aflure: yourfelves’ nothing will’ more 

trouble you when you come to: die, than that you 
* have done x no-more for God, who hath done fo ‘much 





times: he fofed ‘thus to tiraatite out himéfelf,, 

Fneverinall my lifefaw'the worth of a Chrift, nor 

tafted the fweetnefs of God’s love in that meafure as 

- now Ido. ), Vi Beg: afked by minifters,. what they: 

_ fhould chiefly..vequeft for him? he anfwered, « Do: 

not only pray for me,.but praife God that he fup+ 
ports:me, and keeps off Satan ‘from me in my weak- 
nefs.;. beg that f may. hold out. I am<now a: good: 
way. Homie: near the fhore, I leave you tofling: on nei 
fda’; Oh, it is a good time to die in.” 

i, te ali the letter-wills which he made, he tok care’ 
a this. legacy fhould’ fill ‘be’ inferted ; «© Ftems. 1 be~ 
queath toall my children, and to their chidren’s 
children, to: each of them 2. Bible,. with this inferip~ 
tion, None but Chrift.”. He uwled to fay, * Tt is = 
hard thing fora faint to forgive himfelf fome faults, 
when God hath forgiven them’? ° 
» 20. David Chitrens, when he lay’ aldyings tif up 

his head from: the pillow to hear the difcourfes: 
friends that fat by him, and (aid, That’ he fiould 
die with the greater aaa if he night di ig re 
ia: one” * 


ae. ee ee 


ai 
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© #1..Mr.Cooper; whieias dying faid, Tfaw not my 
children when they were in the woinu, yet there the 
Lord fed'them without’ my care cr knowledge. F 
ghall not fee them when Igo ‘out of the body, yet 
fhall they not want a father.””” Again, death 1s. 
fomewhat driery,. and’ the ftreams of that Jordon. 
between us and our Canaan run furioufly, but they: 
ftand ftill*when: the ark comes.*”” 
22. The Reverend Mr. Halyburton, that fhiniag: 
light in St: Andrews; when a-dying commended’ 
-Chriftand gedlinefs with: great earneftnels, to all 
tliat came to‘ fee him. He exhorted his brethren: 
to diligence in the miniftry. ‘It was the delight of 
my heatt (faid he) to preach the gofpel:: I defired to» 
detreafe, that the Bridegroom might increafe ; and* 
to be nothing, that he might be all. I’repent I did’ 
not more for him. | O'that I had the tongues of men® 
and angels, to praife him !”’ When he was advifed: 
to lié- quiet, hie faid, -Whereon fhould‘a man be- - 
ftow his lat breath, but in commending the Lord Je- 
: Pe Chrift, God clothed i in-our nature, dying for our 
: ns-2?* j 7 ; 
He cafe suey one of Mi. Rutherfod’s eter 
¥iz. that to Mr. John-Mein, and thereafter: faid, . 
“That is a: book I’would commend to you all, there. 
is’ more praétical‘ religion ‘i in. that: Tenet: than in” a 
book of @ larger volume.” 
He exhorted‘fome minifters that ‘came to fee nid. , 
to: faithfulnefs. , _ As for the work ofthe miniftry 
Gaid-he;) it was my deliberate choice, were my-days: 
lerigthened® out much. more,, and: -days.as trouble- 
fome'as they are like to be,I’ would rather be'a con- 
temnéd ‘minifter of God, than the greateft prince on 
earth.”- He frid, when taking’ farewel of his wife. 
children and fervants; “ss Here i is a demonftration of. 
the-reality of reli igion,. that Ea. poor, weak, timorows 
tan; as. much abraia of death as any, am now ena- 
br “the power of. race, compofedly: and with joy 
ae ie death inthe face,’ I dare look it in the:face 
ee Ss mel ghaly tps, and ree within a little te: 
E i have 
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have the vi@ory. cannot but.commend the Lord 
jefus.. As far as my word will go,.Y mult pro- 
' elaim it, he is the beft mafter that ever I faw.” To - 
bis fon who was a child, be faid,.« If Thad as many 
fons as there are hairs. in your head, I would beftow 
them all on God”’.—To fome’ prefent he faid, .¢ O° 
Sirs, I dread mightily.that a rational fort of religion 
i$ coming in among us; mean by it,a religion 
that confifts ina bare attendance on outward duties 
and ordinances,..without the power of godlinefs ;: 
and thence people fhall faN into a.way of ferving. 
God, which. is. mere Deifm, haying no, relation to: 
Chrift Jefus and the fpirit of God.””—He exprefled 
hisfears of a ftorm coming on the church of Scot- 
land ; but he faid, “The day would break,and the 
Lord would arife, and he hopedthe church. would be: 
made a. wonder, and the lou will fay, Lo, this. 
people have L formed for myfelf;. he can. makea 
nation to be born at.once.”” He cried: often with ithe 
fpoufe.in the fong, ‘ When fhall the day break, and 
the, dhadows fly away,?, Turn.my beloved, and be 
thou as a'roe,.or a young. hart on the mountains of 
Bether.’” ok | 


| He faid,.« Shall I forget Zion ? Nay; let my right 
hand forget her cunning, if,L prefer not. Jerufalem 
to my chiefeitjoy...O to haye:..God; returning, ta 
this church, and his work going:on in-the world; if 
every. drop of my blood, every. bit.of my body, every 
hair of my:head, were all men: ;: they fhoyld all go 
to the. fire to have this going on.”-——He faid, « If 
I would fay, that E wonld fpeak.no. more. im the 
name, of the Lord,.it would be like a fire within me. 
fam calling you to fte a miracle, God is melting me 
‘down. into corruption, and duft, and yet he is keep, 
ing me inva calm.—I could not believe that I. would 
have borne, and borne cheerfuily this red: fo, long 
this. is a miracle, pain mins pine and this is not 
a fancy of a. man difordered' in his brainy butofione 





lying in full compofure, © blefled. be Gody.thay 
ever Lwas born. . Lhaye.a.dather 
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ten sweetie and fifters in ‘heaven, and : hall be the 
eleventh. I thall fhortly be at that at glory that Thave 
‘been long expecting. Though I come not near Mr- 
Shield’s glory, nor Mr. “Anderfon’s, yet I will be 
well enough if dwin i ite Worthy is the Jamb to re- 
ceive glory. aS 
2g. MY. Hugh Mackaill, invhis: giech before his 
death, faith,“ 1 have eftecmed the folemn engage- 
- qnents of this nation to the Lord, pregnant perform- 
ances of that promife, Ha. xliv. §. where it is evident 
that where church reformations | come to ai maturi- 
ty, they arrive at this’ degree of faying, 1 the’ 
Lord’s, ‘and fabferibing with the hand 
Lord. .So :wasiit in the days of the reforming 
of Judah, and after.the reftoration from : 
ty of Babylon. in the Meth of Nehemiah. : 
promife di x 
Us, when he ptivenitarte font 
J glorify him, thath hath calle 
for his name and ordinance 
ragements of the land | to q 
mot talk with Alefh and blood ort “thi 
confolations. Farewel all amy frien 
pany, hath been refrethful: to. n 
3 bets done wil th the ett 
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appeal to. fod: that. though he. might, be wearied.i it 
‘his fervice, he would-never be- weary. .of it. . Being 
oft diftempered in his body, he -would fay, he was 
-never better than. i in the pulpit, and that it was the 
belt place that-he could-wifhtodiein. 

26. Mr. Philip Henry, when a-dying, his pains 
“were very fharp, he faid to his neighbours who came 
to fee him, O- make fure work for your fouls by get- 

_ ting an satpeee a in, Chritt,;while you are in health ; for 
if 1 had that wokr.to do now, :what.awould. come of 
-me. A little before his lait illnefs he avrote to.a rev- 
erend brother, “ Methinks it-is ftrange, that it thould 
be your lot and mine.to abide fo long on earth’by the 
fiuff, when fo many of our friends are dividing the 
fpoil. above ;. but God will have it fo; and to be 
willing to dive.in obedience to his holy: will, is as true 
‘an act of grace as to be. willing to die when. he calls.” 

_ One atking him how he did, he anfwered, “I find 
the chips Ms off apace, the tree will be downithortly. yi 


Rite. Maw" ‘Companion. 





_ He was fometimes taken with fainting fits, which 


n he recovered from, he would fay, “ Dying is 





a3 a little. amore.”’? Once- he faid after recovery, 
ee! I thought I had been putting into the har- 


ae ola Ifnd I muft yet to.fea again.” ) 
Ae: re “Matthew Henry, his death was fome- 
ti dden, he faid. a‘little before i it, to ‘fome about 
him, “ You have been ufed to take notice of the fay- 
dings of dying men; this is mine, That .a life’ fpent 
the feryice of God, and communion with him, is 
€ ~ oft comfortable and pleafant life that ony, 
one live i in this world.” 
- Holy and learned Mr. cin es be: | 
4 at ylet a written irises ba cones 
a ‘work ormatien 12. ond - 
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dying, he fent feveral rica pes’ to the prefbytery of. 
See Andrews, defiring them to adhere to God’s 

— eaufe and covenant.—In his ficknefs he oft broke 
out in facred raptures, extolling. and commending’ 
the Lord Jefus, ‘whom he often called his. bleffed 
Matter, his kingly King, When his death sere ae 
near, he faid, I-fhall thine, I fhall fee himas he is, I 
fhall. fee him reign, and all his fair company out 
him, and J thall have my large fhare : my eyes fhall” 
fee my Redeemer, thefe very eyes of mine, and no 

, other for me.””—When exhorting one to be diligent ; 
in fecking God, he faid, “It isno eafy thing to bea 
Chriftian ;'but for me, I have gotten the victory, — 
and Chrifti is holding out both his arms to ‘embrace 
me.”?-—Heé was ‘wonderfally ftrengthened againtt ee 
the fears of fuffering and of death, “ For,” fayshe, * 
“I faid to. the Lord, if he thould flay me fivethous 
fand times, I woud trut imhim ; and Ifpoke it. | 
with much ‘trembling, fearing rE thould not make 
my heart good. Butas really asever he fpoketo 
me by his Spirit, he witnefled unto my heart, that 
"nis grace fhould be fufficient for'me.”—He faid to _ 
fome miniflers that came to fee him, § “ et 1 = 


















ieee ‘is comparable’ to bias in Siva or in 
Dear brethren, do all for him, pray for. 
preach for Chrift, feed the flock committ 

charge for Chrift; vifit. and catechife for Ch: 
do all for Chrift, and beware of man-pleaf ing. 
the flock out of Tove, the ‘chief fhepherd wiil 
fhortly.” Once when he. recovered from a 
ing fit, he faid, © ‘feel, Dia feel 
$ co T feed on le ie 
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dpe him ; ; glory}: glory, to my Creator, cmd to my 
a ‘Redeemer forever. Glory fhimes in. Emmannel’s 
“land. Afterwards he faid, O- that. my brethren did 
know what a matter I have ferved, and, what peace 

Thave this day $1 fhall fleep in. _Chrift, and when 

T awake I fhall be fatisfied with. his likenef? Then 
he faid: this nighe. fhall clofe the door, and put my 
anchor within the veil ;,I thall go away ina fleep 
2 ~ by five. o'clock’ «in Pie: morning +”? which exadly. 
| 


CS) la ee ee ee ee eee ee + ae oO ee 


fell Out... That night, though he was: very weak, 
» the oft nee this: expreflion,. o. for: arms ae embrace s 
ee ate 1 OQ for a-well-tuned harp! 
: RN hen fome fpoke to him of his fobaiee painfolnef 
and faithfulnefs in the; work of God she faid, “1 
~. difelaim all that ; the port I would be in at, is‘re- 
-»  demption and forgitenels of fins through his blood.” 
His lah words. we ere, Gio! glory: siete in 
T 1a nuél’s and. ay ee 
29. Haugh Kennedy, peed: of Avis bie he was 
dying, 'a minifter faid to him, You have caufe, Sir, 
co be’ alfred that the angels of God are now-wait- 
‘at the floups: of this bed to conyey your foul to 
raham’s: ‘bofom : “to whom ‘his anfwerwas, “§ 1. 
-fure thereof ; and if the walls of this houfe could 
eak, they could tell how many {weet days: ‘T have 
d in fellowfhip with God, and how familiar he 
1 been with my foul.’—He was. one. of the g: reat- 
Atlers with,God that was in the age wherein 
d, and had moft remarkable returns of prayer. 
sat Mr. Welfh, i ina letter from France, faid 
m, “ Happy is that city, yea, happy i is that na- 
ny that hath a Hugh Kennedy i in it 5 ‘Ihave my- 
nlf € ainly found the swisa i nd dics wom, 
ef Re d it By behalty 2? ee Ag ty ' : ; 





























urgh, when dying 1 a c brig vakne a nd old age, — 

eing “atked | s one of his friends, E How matters ftood 

aig cue eicabe ae and hisfoul < > anfwered, “WhenI 
ela Hg ‘ Ry B 1h, rd lives : £ thy r ] ; 
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ee 
“fo much; oat the condefcends’ to feed mie with: lumps 
of fenfe. 2 ‘That morning before he died, -he came. 


to breakfaft at his table, and having eat, as he ufed.. 5 


. one fingle egg ; be faid to his datghter, I. think I~ 


“am yet hungry, you may bring. me another, = ‘But. 
Ggkeoty he fellinto a deep meditation; and having 
~-mufed a while, he faid, “« Hold, daughter, hold, my 

M ecgine mala me.) With: thefe ads. iS oe 


to ag Re me foe the. Pi of God, Sehish i is in. 
» Chrift Jefus my Lord? .. Now, faith he, is my fin- » 


~ ger upon them? they 1 told him it was. Then, with- 


4 mg the ghoft. 


} “thoughts af ‘God, fo. tea aa. I: soul ne 1 going 
: from my houfe to the erofs ;: and yet I doubt myfel! 


_ But a day or two before he died, he tur 

: to the wall San company for'two Hours, 

_ ©. Fergufon the minifter coming in, afked -w 
re a-doing ? ? upon which he’ turned: him: 


- falvation with fear and trembling 3. a: : 


- out any more, he faid, “ Now God be with yo: my 
- children, I have breakfafted with yous and fhall up 
with my Lord Jefus Chrift this lens . - And fo gave 5 

















3x. John Stewart, conve ae yaa ra 
larly pious man; yet when he lay a- dying, 
to fome about him, ‘1 go the way of all flefhy and — 
‘it may be fome of you doubt nothing of my well- § 
being: yeas & teltify, that ira when TL. ept 


-and ‘am in great agony, yea, at the brinl 


words, “ I have been fighting arid working 
God, it is perfect od, 
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a friends, and to the paftors : of the. ehasgh, paring: te 
Hy ie made this verfe, "i 3 ss MeN Big 
_F cttis eram vivus, moriens cro mors te Le 


te his laft will, he faith, QO Lord God; I thank 
thee that thou would{t have me livea poor and indi- 
gent perfon upon earth. I have neither: houfe nor. 
‘ands, nor poifeflions, nor money, to leave: ‘Thou, 
Lord, hatt given me wife and children ; them, Lord, 
oT give: back unto: thee... Nourith, inftrua, and keep 
them. > oO thou the Father of or rphans, and judge of 
p the widows, as thou haft done to me, fo do to them,’ : 
So Ymhis lat prayer, Feb: 18th, 1546, he hath thefe 
ae “words: -“T pray God to preferve his gofpel among 

as 3 for the Pope, and the Council of Trent, have. 
A - orievous things in hand. O heavenly: father, I give - 
. thee thanks that thou-haft revealed to me thy fon Je- 
- fas Chrift, whom I believe, whom I profefs, whom I 
- « glorify, and whom the Pope and the root of the wick- 
th ved perfecute and difhonour.”? » Mr. Fox faith of Lu-- 

a «That a poor friar fhould be able to ftand -a- 
i gainift the. Pope was a great miracle; that he fhould: 
‘prevail againg the Pope was a greater’;. and after all 
to die in peace,. having: fo, pany. ChERES, was thie. 
-greateft ofall.” : 
ce Mr. Jofeph. Alleia, 2 mot: singly Ades. 
minifter, being deprived of the ufe of his arms and’ 
egs before his death, was afked by a friend, howhe 
ould be fo well contented to Ke fo long in that con- 
tion ? He anfwered, “ What! is God my Father, 
‘Chrift my Saviour, and the Holy Spirit my _ 
ifier and Comforter; and fhall I not be content 
out Hmbs and egconny a LHe is an. pie a 





















ad n noibiae elie. ys 
When his | people of Weston 4 came iia 
e fee him, wthere he lay ; ; he was much revived, and 
pres be fet up in the bed, have his curtains drawn 
ia! ec and defired them to ftan Bare beae obed 3 
. » and ree to pari a ot d, and t 
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‘pone he had been abiban from. ‘them: | And tho? 

very weak, yet he fpake to them thus, “ O how it 

- rejoiceth: my heart to fee your faces, and to hear 

your voices, though Z cannot {peak ag: heretofore un-— 

* to: you. | ‘Methinks, I am now like old. Jacob, with 

all his -fons about him. Now you fee my weak ef. 

_ tate; thus I have been for. many weeks’ fince part- 

ed’ ‘with you;. but God -hath | eh with me. »My 

. friends, life-is mine, death i is mine; in that covenant 

* of which I preached to: you, is al: my. falvation, and. 

all my defire : ‘although my bedy'do not profper, I- 

- hope through grace my foul dothe I have lived a | 
_ tweet life by the promifes, and I. hope through grace 

can die by a promife. It is the promifes of God that 
will Rand by 4s. > Nothing. but God in. them wi alt 

ftand us in’ a-day. of affi@ion. ~ My. dear friends, I 

feel the Bower of thefe doc ies We ade 
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a eke enal ‘of ene covenant’ ‘of grace, 0 of con 
—&e. O that you: would live-them cee now I cannot | 
; preach them-to you! Itis a fhame for a believer ta 
be caft down under affli@ions, ‘that hath. fo ™ ies 
glorious p srivileges, juitiGcation, adoption, fanctific 
tion, and eternal glory.. We fhall be as the angel 
of God in a little while; nay, to fay th at 
lievers. are, as it were, little: angels a 
in the power of faith. O my friends,, ake: 
- lievers, trample this dirty world’ aban’ yee e 
be not taken with .its comforts, nor difquiete 
- its crofles, you-will be gone out of i it fho: a 
When they came to take le; chim, 
eeds pray with them as his-weak 
1en he. ids “6 | Farewel, my 
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eee ; oe not taken with ele but with God: O° 
fiveon him. For the Lord’s fake, go home and take 
“heed of the world, worldly cares, worldly comforts, 
worldly relations, &c. Oh! let not my labours and: 
Pe Ai Jet not my. waited: ftrengthy and ufelefs 
limbs, rife up in. judgment againft you-at the great 
day. of the Lord.” When: he faid, * The Lord hav- 
ing given authority to his minifters to blefs his people, 
accordingly 1 blefs you ‘in his name,” (ufing the 
words he: always ufed after facraments) "Phe Lord 
blefs you and keep you, the Lord caufe his face to 
thine 1 upon you, and give you peace. And the God 
of peace, that brought again from: the dead our — 
Lord Jefus, that great Shepherd of the fheep, thro’ 
the blood of the everlafting covenant, make you per- 
fe& in every good work to do his will, working in 
you that which is well pleafing in his fight, througit 
Jelus Chritt ; to whom be ‘glory forever and ever: 
“Amen.” ; 
In the mornings, his Firlt fpeeches' wonkt be (which 
he alfo ufed.in his health) “ Now we have one day 
“more 5 this. is one more for God; now let us live 
well this day, work hard for our fouls ; 3 lay up much 
treafure 7 ™m heaven this day, for we have but a fey; ae 
to live.” ‘ 
| Being taken to the Bath, where he met with ¢ exe 
. coos kindnefs from ftrangers, for many re- 
/ forted to him, to fee him, and hear him fpeak, hav- 
ing heard what a monument of mercy The was : he: 
ic ‘delight himfelf much in the confideration of the 
- - Lord’s kindnefs to him, and the tokens of ftrangers _ 
their love,” and would often fay, I was a ftranger, 
a ay “mercy” ‘took me'in 5 in prifon, and it came’ to 
ik ; fick and weak, and i it vifited me.” N. B. J 
me! Pits been much. perfecuted, and put in prifony f 
no other ‘crime but preaching the gofpel. ee 
‘He had a moft pious and affectionate wife, that ~ 
i ise lofely upon him, to whom he faid, * Now, — 
heart, my companion - in all, my tribula- RY 
: tee ents r Sa thee f for all ea ra: 2 


aoe: Ma he Ef eh vente 
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and labors for me at, home and abroad, in prifon and: 
‘liberty, in health and. ficknefs.” And he prayed,. 
that the Lord’ would requite her, fill her with all 
’manner of grace and’ confolations,, and fupport and? 
carry her through all difficulties. | : 
He had fome conflicts. with Satan a little before 
his death ; once he uttered thefe. words, * Away>. 
- thou foul fiend, thou. enemy of all:mankind, thou: 
-fubtle fophitter, art thou come now to moleft me? 
Now I am juft going | Now I'am: fo weak, and 
death upon me! Trouble me not, for Tam none 
‘of thine & IT am the Lord’s 3. Chrift is mine, and { 
-am his, his by “covenant 5. L have {worn mytfelf to. 
be the ‘Lord? s, and his Ty will be ; therefore be. 
gone.” Thefe laft words he repeated often, as 
- pleading his covenanting with God, asa mean to: 
-refift the devil and histemptations. W. en he look- 5 
ed on his weak confumed’ hands, 1 ay, 
« Thefe fhall be changed: this vile body y {hall be 
made like to Chrift’s glorious. body. “O: ah a 
“glorious day will the day of refutation be! Me. 
~ . thinks I fee it by faith : how will the faints lift u up: 
_ their heads, and. rejoice ! and how fadly ‘will the. 
“wicked world look then ! O*come let us make hafte, 
eur Lord’ will come fhortly! If we long to be 
~ heaven, let us haften” with our. work ;; for when. 3 
that is done, away. we fhall be fetches * 
vain, foolifi, dirty world! 1 wonder ho 
_ ble creatures can fo doat upon it! Whatis in 
the looking after } Icare not to betin it longs 
_ while my Mafter hath either doing “or ful 
work for me : were that done, farewel to 
r This eminent faint had this ‘teftir g 
by one; It may be faid of ‘him, i in as high a 
aS OF mott faints on earth, that each thoughi 
hima ‘prayer, each ‘prayer a fong, eat 
. bath, each’ meal a facrament, and fe 
earth a foretafte of that sternal rena, 
hath now arrived. ae be es 
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+ The noble Marquis of Argyll, being z a zeale 
ous friend of our covenanted reformation, was put 
to death May 2yth, FOOT, | Ais. friends contrived. _ 
methods for his making his. efcape out of the-caftle 
b> of Edinburgh ;. but. he- thanked” them, and told 
‘ _ them, he would not difown the good: caufe he had 
fo publicly efpoufed; but refolved to fuffer the ut. 
-moft; When-the fentence of death was paiied- by 
the parliament, on Saturday May. 25th, he faid,. 
“ T had the honor to fet the crown upon the king’ st 
~ head, and now. he haftens: me to a beiter crown than’ 
his own.??’ ‘Then he was fent tothe tolbooth. His. 
excellent lady embracing him when he -entered,.° 
- Wept bitterly, . faying, feveral times, . “The. ‘Lord: 
oe Ae agers: ma | Not: any. in the room | ele mer 
ain 
: fell compoled, aka ca “ pete ais ae ‘true 
; set T pity them, they | know not what they are do- 
ang they. may fhut me in- where they pleafe, but’ 
as ‘cannot fhat out God from:me. For my-part, - 
Tam: a sontent to be here asin the rafitey and as": 
conte It in the” caftle: as in the tower of London,” . 
(where he was fir put,).* and. as content theré as: 








| when at erty: 5 and I hope'to be as content upon’. 
‘the feaffold. as any of them, all.’—-He added, that: 
he re embered. a: feripture cited to him lately by. an 
ae ‘minifter in the caftle, and’ endeavored: to put: 
raéice, when ,Ziglag was taken and burnt, 
_ and. the people fpoke of | toning David, “He en- 
: couraged: himfelf in the Lord his God.” | All-his* 
O e, till Monday, he: Apent, with the greateft! 
and cheerfulnefs, ‘and; in the proper exer- | 
of ying Chrifian. ! “He faid to fome minif- 
ters, allowed to. Be. with him in the. prifon, that -/ 
A fhortly. they would envy him, who ‘was got. nad 
_. them.—And: added, “ Mind» that L tell you, 'm : 
» {kill fails me, if you who. are ‘minifters will not ¢ ea 3 7 
ther fuffer much, or fin much’: for thonghyougo 
a with thefe men in’ part, if 5 ifiog: “de oitnotin. 
all things, Fou are but brid oe ere, a 
as" as fe: Tee. 
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faffer ; and if you go not an all in. with: thet yous i 


_ fall but: fuffer.’?* 


‘The Marquis eo eaier cet amorous, but he dee 


fired thofe: about him: to obferve, as he could not- 


- but do, that: the Lord had heard his prayers, and’ 


‘ told that the town-clock was kept back, 
“a pose lyst gt nee come: ; he: aafvvered, “ 


- broke out in arapture,.and faid, 1 thought to ee 


the minifters that attended-hian, faid to him, What : 
cheer, my Lord? he anfwered, “ Good cheer, Sir, _ 


 ‘tears.of joy,fo-that he-retited’to the windows,and: — 
“wept there. Afterwards he faid in a perfed rape. 
ture to.Mr. Hatchefon, ‘I think his kindnefs ver. 


out too much of it here, for he knows. t could 10 


removed all fear from him... And indeed his: 
friends. work was to-reftrain.and« ‘qhalify his fervent. 
longings after his. diffolution,. and not to fupport: - 
him under the near views of it. The: ‘Lord was: 





~ - exceeding kind to him at this time : for- “upon Mon- AG 


day-morning, that day. he fuffered, when he was.in: 
the midft of company, and thronged in fublebiag 
papers relating: to-his eftate,. he was fo overcome 
with a. fingular manifeftation. from. God, that he 





concealed:the Lord’s goodnefs, but it will not do ;~_ 
-Lam now ordering my affairs, and God. af ling 
my charter to a.better inheritance,. and, jul ae 
faying to me, Son, be (of good cheer,,.thy fins. are forx 
given thee.? After: he had retired fometime alone, aay 
when he opened. the door,. Mr. Hitchefon, one 





the Lord hath again confirmed and: faid to Belg | 


-from heaven, Son, be of good cheer, thy fing are for- 


given thee’ And he guthed out in. abundance: of AY 












comes me ;, but God is good to me, that le 





bear it: get my cloak. and: let u3 go.’ 1 
ack, fo. that th 





? and rear rested bce : 
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asa Chtittian. Come away, gentleten, he that goes 


firft, goes cleanlieit.’’- When going. ‘down, he 
cealled Mr. James Guthrie to him, and “embracing 





‘him'in the moft- endearing way, took his*farewel of - 


him. Mr. G Guthrie,’at parting, addrefled ‘the Mar- 
- quis thus, «My lord, God hath béen with you, he. 
is with you,.. and ‘God will be with you ; and fuch 


is my relpe€t for your lordfhip, that if 1 were not un 


der the fentence of death mylelf, I could cheerfully © 

ie for- your ‘lérdthip: mts BOE ‘they: parted. for’ a- ~ 
~ hort feafon; in two ‘or three days to meetin a bet= 

au ‘ter ‘place, 


The Miargitis/i in’ thie’ ifpeack Sith” feaold, Tidth 


‘thet ‘words, * God hath laid’ engagements upoh 
- Seotland ; we are tied’ by covenant to religion and 
‘reformation. - ‘Thofe that were then unborn dré-en- 
. Baged toit, andit paffeth the power of any under 
ms ‘heaven’ to abfolve a man from the oath of God? 


352] Mr. John Wellh, -minifter ot the ‘gofpel at 


ae whom: Mr. Rutherford (in his preface to his 


furvey of Antinomianifm) calls that apoftolic, heav- 


iS enly and prophetical’man of God ; and ‘there tells 
» as, that he’ had: it: from ‘thofe that * were witnefles of 
his lite, that of - every “twenty-four: hours he gave 
Ge ufaally | ‘eight to prayer, -and that’ he fpent many 
_. Rights in prayer to God, - interceding for fuffering 
 -Protefants abroad, as well as for his mother-church. 
> This’ holy man, when prifoner im. the caftle of 
- Blackhefs, and in the view of ‘death, . (being Coii- 
‘S _ demned to it fot. maintaining ‘the liberties of this 


shurch; though afterwards the fentence’ was chang- 
d into banifiment,) i in is pare to a yrange lady 
ith thefe words : “” Ae 


ree ee mz 


é - «T Tong™ to eat “of chit: ‘tree-which | is planted in 


the midht of thé’; paradife of God, and to. drink 6f 
the j pure river clear as éryftal, ‘that runs through 


Lao 


y 5 


“the ftreet of the New Jerufalem. Ton; g to be ré- 
_ frethed with t the. fouls of them that are ‘under the 
“alear, bf were fain itt vest kee 4 of | 


cy of Ry ty. ictal «lt x0; 7 = B35 
“ Aves =o ae cine a: ples ge wey 
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‘Jong, white robes” given, me, that: L may walkin. 
white raiment with thefe glorious faints, who have 
swathed their garments, and made them white in the 
blood. of. the Lamb. «Why. -fhould | T think it 2 
ftrange thing to be removed from this. place, to that. 
_. where, my: hope, .my , joys. my crown, .my elder 
* Brother, my Head,.my. Father, my. Comforter, and 
_ all the.glorious faints are, and where the fong: of Mo- 
fesand the Lamb.is fung joyfully ; ; where ..we pthall 
_ not,be compelled to fit-by the rivers.of Babylon, a 
hang up our harps on the willow-trees, but ft 
them. up, znd fin ¢ the new hallelujah, Blefing, honk 
gi ory, and power, to him that. fits, Open, the throne, 
_and,to the Lamb; for ever. and ever ? > What is there 
under the old vault. of. the arene, and in: this old. 
worn earth, which is groaning under. the bond-g 
corruption, that. fhould. make, me. defire to. remai 
here? 1 expe@ that new heaven and- new eartl 
wherein righteoufnels. dwelleth,. wherein T-fhall ret __ 
for evermore. ‘I look to.get entry to the New Jerufa- 

4 em at one of thefe twelve. gates, whereupon.are writ- 
ten the names of the twelve tribes of Ifrael. - ae know: aes 
that Jefas Chrift hath. prepared them for me. . EAT aa? 

_,may_I not then,. with boldnefs i in his. blood, ‘Rep. into ~~ 
that glory, where my head and Lord hath gone, 
fore me? Jefus Chrifti is the door und the porter; w 
then fhall hold me ‘out? O thou fairett « am 

children of men, the delight of man ind, th 
_ of the Gentiles, the glory of the Jews, th lif 
-.. dead, the joy of. angels, and faints, my for pant b or 
_to be with thee. - Lrefufe not.to die with thee, t 
* Tumay. live with: thee; I refufe. not'to fuffe 

By, ie that 1. may rejoice. with thee, O.¥ 
ake be filled with his love ! Surely, if, aman k 

precious it is, he. would. count all. things -but d 
and dong to gain. it. T long. for that feaffold, me 
~ that. ax, or that cord, that might bert me that laf 
‘ad ee ibe, my wearifor 1eYy 
: |. Who am t, that he fhould fir 
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“tidings of the gofpel of falvation'thefe many years, 
-and now laftot alkto-be a fufferer for-his caufe and 
“kingdom ? Thefe two points, 1, That Chrift is the 
“head of his ‘cHurch:: -2d/y, That fheis free in her 
-governmentfrom all older jurifdiaion, except Chrift; 






_ vyea, as free as any kingdom under heaven, not only | 


to convocate, hold, and ‘keep her meétings and af. 
‘femblies ; but alfo to judge of all her affairs amongit 
her merfibers. and fabjects:: thefe are the caufe of 


Our fufferings. ‘Iswould be moft -glad‘to be offered 


up as a facrifice for fo glorious a truth; but, alas !. 


& fear that my fins, and the abufe of fo glorious - 
: things as IL have found, deprive me of fo fair a crown: 


Yet my. Lord doth know, if he would call me to it, : 
and ftrengthen me init, it would be to me the molt 
gloriotis day, and -ladeft hour I ever faw in my life ; 


-*but Iam in his hands, « to do with me’ ‘whatfoever M 


’ he 


hall pleafe him. © 


“This eminent ‘faint foent ‘iach of his't time in nthe 
mount of prayer and. wreltling with God ; was ad- 


~ mitted to very intimate nearnefs with him, and ‘had © 
many fecret'things revealed to him'from God. He 
-tifed to fay; He wondered ‘how a Chriftian could 


lie in bed-all night, without rifing to {pend ‘fome of! 


- the night i in’ prayer and praife.”’ 


‘In his laft iMnefs*he'had a great wedknefs 4 in nis 


knees, cattfed by his: continua kneeling at prayer, 
. the ficth thereof became infenfible, and hard ‘like a 


fort of horn ; but when in his weaknefs he was de-— 
fired to remit fomewhat.of his former: painfulnefs, his - 


yee was. - He had his life of God, and there-. 
. fore i it ‘thould be {pent for him.” Dr ing his fick- 
~~ wefs he was fo filled with the fenfible enjoyment of 


God, ‘that he was fometimes overheard.in prayer to” 
hhave thefe words = gh Lord, hold thy hand, itis e- _ 
hough, thy fervant is a clay vellcl, and rigs hold nO 
more ppd se Bi 5 
36. Mr. Chrittopher Lore, Siiniten of I saurence- > 
“Je ury, in Eger who was beheaded on Tower-hi ‘yy 
a 2, ae die sib time of pipes 










lode AGB Ma? Jeo Pe i HOR) 
we WS 
and for. fufpedted plotting againit his government ; ; 
this words on the fcaffold were moft pathetic and 
weighty.—« Although, faid he, there be but little 
between me and death ; yet this bears up my heart, . 
there is but little between me and heaven. It com- 
forted Dr. Taylor the martyr, when he was going to. 
execution, that there were but two. {tiles between Aime 34 





and his Father’s houfe: ‘there i isa leffer way between 
_™meand my Fathér’s houfe, but two fteps between me 
and glory. tis but lying down upen that block, 
and T fhall afcend upon a throne. T am this day 
failing towards the ocean of eternity, through 2 
tough paflage, to my haven of reft, through a red {ea 
to the promifed land... Methinks T hear God {gy to 
me, as he did to Mofes, Go ‘up to mount Nebo, ‘and 4 
die there; ; fo to me, Go up to Tower- hill, and oe »: 
there. Haac faid of himfelf, that he was old, | : rat 
yet he knew not the day ofhis death: but I Auten: 
> day fo. Lam young, and yet I know the day o Ay i 
death; and I know the kind of my death, ‘and the 
~ place of my death alfo. Iam put tofucha kindof _ 
death, as two famous preachers of the ‘gol és were a 
put to before me; John - the Baptitt, a aul 
the apoftle, they were both beheaded. 
“in Rev. xx. 4. The faints were beheaded fa 
- of God, and teflimony of Fefus. But herein 
, advantage which I lie under in the though sO! 
ny: ‘they judge, that ‘I faffer not for the | 
- God, or for confcience, but for. meddling ‘ 
matters. To this 1 fhall briefly fay, that 
- old trick of Satan, to impute the caufe of Goe 
ples fufferings, to be contrivements againft th 
E te in. truth, it is theirreligion and confcience t 
are perfecuted for. The rulers of Hfrael wou 
"put ‘Jeremiah to death upon a civil account, thou 
indeed it was only the truth of his prophefy ‘tha 
_ made the rulers: angry. with him : and yet | 
civi Recount, t ey retend he m it ie, be 
ell away to the Chaldeans, and woul 1a 
ra gad them.” t 
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48 laid to my charse, of which Iam as innocent as 

Feremiah was. So Paul, though he did but preach 
Jefus Chrift,. yet his enemies would have had him 
put to death, under pretence that he was a mover of 
fedition. ~Upona civil account, my life is pretended 
‘to be taken away ; whereas it is, becaufe I purfue 


my covenant, and will not. proflitute my principles 
~ and confcience to the ambition, and lufis of men. .I 
had rather die a covenant-keeper, than live a cove- 


nant breaker. Beloved,:I am_ this day making.2 


double exchange : I am changing a pulpit for a 


fcaffold, and a {eaffold for.a throne; and I might 


adda third, Lam changing the prefence of this nu- 
--mherous multitude on’Tower- hill, for the innumera- 


‘ble com: pany of faints. and. angels i in heaven, the holy 


“Bill of Zion; and,1.am changing a guard of ‘foldiers | 





ive: me and 


% 


for a guard of. angels, which.will - recei 


- earry me to Abraham’sbofom. This. feaffold is the 

Deft pulpit that ever I preached i in: in my ‘church- 

a -pulpit; God through his grace made.ame ,an inftru- 

ment .to bring others, to heaven; but. in this pulpit 
; che will bring: me tovheaven:? Afterwards he faid, 


ms Though my blood be not the blood of nobles, yet 


: wat 43. Chrittian blood, minifter’ s blood, yea More, it is 
_alfq innocent blood. ‘I magnify the-riches of Ged’s 
mercy and grace. Uavende me; that.I who was'born i in 





z 


“Wales, an obfcure country, and of. obfcure. parents, i 


Bae Mfhould be fingled out to: honourable faffering. For 
‘ue gang firft fourteen years. of my life I never. heard,2 a fer- 
mon- preached ; yet.in the fifteenth year of my life i. 





pleated, God to. convert me. ‘Bleffed be. "Go 





| ‘ee on Be oa Paden me a eeiaty but alfo a. min- | 


“(Gaid d rai 


t a tooth, th 


i 
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my head. When fear was upon me, Meath was not © 
near ; now when death is near me, my fear is evan- 
fiied, ta ‘am comforted i in’ this, though men kill me 
they cannot damn me; though they. thruft me out 
of the world, yet they cannot {hut me out of heaven, 
When I have fhed my blood Iexpe& the full decla~ 
ration of the remiflion of fins through the blood of ~ 
Jefus Chrift.. Iam going to my long home, and 
“eto your fhort homes ; ; but I fhall be at my home 
before ye-he at yours.” He prayed, that feeing — 
“6 he was called to-do the work which he never did, 
he might have the firengthy which-he never had.” — 


Dr.. Wild, in his elegy, hath thele fi sine $s 


Methinks hear beheaded faints above Uren, 
Call to each. other, Sirs, make room for Love. eon 
_ Who when he came to tread:the fatal ftage, g) Scher a gee rae 
. (Which prov’d his glory, and hig en’miesrage). 
His blood ne’er run to’s heart ; ‘Chrift’s blood wat. tt there, rates 
_. Reviving it; his own. was all to {pare 3 vee 
_ Which, rifing i in his cheeks, did fee tofay, : es Pee ae 
Is this the blood you thirft for? Take’t I pray. base 
Spectators in his looks fuich life did Lees OA NS a a 
That they appear’d'more'liketodie than he. eo 
- Eight’ning, which fill’d the air with blazing Ii ght oe 
Did ferve for torches at that difmal night; 
_ In which, and all next day for many ‘hours, Se Re 
Heaven groan’d in thunder, and did weep'in thower 
Nor do F wonder that God thunder’d a fe 
When's Boanerges murder’d lay’ below. 


: 37: Mrs. Joyce Lewis being Louden to oa) 
. Burnt for the Proteftant religion in queen Mary’ so 
} reign; when fhe heard that the writ for ; Ue) 
_ tion was come, the faid to her friends, «as for a3 
> fear it not ; for when I behold the amiable 
mance of Jefus. Chrift my dear Saari 
cag face Bal death, doth not Ae cakes me.” 

: 438: 






gener at MT 














m od i Saisie ae I mt ueh cin to 4 . 
eebut ore ; miferable life, I f Da eet 


b+ Age We a 






arr 





Pic Mw: s a shila Wii. 


Bat wretched age to go to my y faviour Chr set ue cs | 
-(Gid_ he) if Socrates was ‘glad when his” ‘death: ap- 
‘ proached, becanfe as he thought he thould go to Hos 
aor, Hehod, and other learned men, whom he ex- 
pected to meet with i in ‘the other world ; how much 
- more do ‘T joy, who am fure that I fh all fee my fav- 
| eur Jefus Chrilt, as alfo the faints, patriarchs, 
/ prophets, apoltles,. and all the holy, men who have 
— dived from the beginning of the world ? ? Now, when: 
~ Tam fare to dee them, and to pariake of their joys,. 
‘why fhould | T° not Ww iin “IT die, to BPE their pete 
petual foeiety and glory : BF pie 
ag. Mi, Theodore Beza, a Cote paftor i in 1 Gee 
. “neva, when he apprehended the approach of death, . 
revifed his will; and fo: eafing himfelf of ; all- worldly 
thoughts, wholly betook himfelf to expeét the time 
of his departure, which he had. much longed for. 
He oft ufed the apoftle’s. faying,“ We are his work- 
_ manfhip, created in Chrift Jefus unto good works,” 
And that of Auguttine, Domine quod capifti perfices 
we itz portue naufragium accidat. ** Lord, perfeat thar 
Gels, haft- begun, that I fuffer not thipwreck i in. 
the haven”? © And that faying of Barnard:; Démine,. | 
_ feqaemar Leeper fe, ad te. “Te, qui averitas 3 3. Per tex 
guia'via: Ad te, guca vita. * Lord, we will follow 
.. thee, by thee, to thee. ‘Thee, becaufe thou. art the 
aa uth 5 by thee, becaufe thou art | the pags oe to thee, 
-aufe thou art the life’? : i 
¢ Melanéhon of Wittemberg, “ridtiers* ‘dear 
panion,,. faid “ That he much Jonged to be dif. 
fe ved 3. and that fur two reafons : if, That he might. 
5 j pjoy. “the much delired prefence. and fight of Cant, 2 
Vand ‘of che heavenly. church. 2dly, That he. mig t 
abe freed from 1 the cruel and implacable ee om 
oe . divines.” “ 348 
i HEDe ibs Mr, Jobn ‘Bradford, a ‘Ssintitee and 
‘in Qhecn| Mary’ 3 reign, when the Keeper tc 
that, thé next day he was to, be LD a “te shield 
, he put of his cap, and Wiftir e up! iis €: es to heaven, | 
‘ ane thunk od fori it, it comme ‘not now to me 
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a fudden, but as a thing waited for every ‘ay and 
hour; the Lord’ make me worthy thereof.” ‘One 

-Creffwell offering to interpofe for him, and defiring 

to know what his requeft was, he faid, «I have 7 
requeft to make; if the queen give me my life 

will thank her ; if fie will banith me I will: ye 

her; if the bute me I will thank her ;.if fhe will con- 
demn me to perpetual imprifonment, 1 will thank 

-her.’?: The Chancellor prefling him’'to do as others 
had done, in hopes of the queen’s mercy ; he faid,. 
* My lord, I defire mercy with God’s mercy, that 
155 without doing or faying any thing againit God 
and his truth. But. mercy with God’s wrath, God 
keep me from... God’s mercy. (added he)"I defire, 

and alfo would be glad‘ of the Queen’ s favour to 
live asa fubject without clog on conicience: but oth- 
erwife the Lord’s mercy is ‘better'to me than life. 
Lifein his: difpleafure i is worfe than death, and death 

_with his favour is crue life.” —_- 

In his letter to Dr. Cranmer, Dr. Ridly, ad Dr. 
Latimer, he hath thefe words 3 ** Our dear brother 
Rogers | hath broken the ice valiantly. This oy or 

_ to-morrow at the uttermoft, hearty Hooper, fincere 

“ Saunders, and trufty Taylor, will end. their courfe, 

- and receive their crown. The nextam I, who hour-_ 

_ dy look for the porter to open me the gates. after | 
them, to enter into the defired’reft. _ God k orgive me, 
my unthankiulnefs for this exceeding. gre: a 
| Though L fuffer jufly, (for I have been a gr 

. ocrite, unthankful, &¢. the Lord pardon. ‘me 

hath done it,-he hath done it indeed); ye 

Bath he done ? Chrilf, -whom the prela rf 

. bis: truth which they lat te in me; hath done: no evil, 

¢. wor deferved death. O-what am I, Lord, that 100 ie 

\fhouldit thus magnify me? Is it thy. ‘wont, ‘to fend i 

| ~ fer fuch ; a wretched hypocrite in a fiery hario 

thou didit fend for Fliasd?) © oir yy 14 

. In one of his ‘meditations, after confelling of fn oS 

» faith he Mood: O what now may we do! pple nicer 

- forthou art : God, and therefore ‘good’; thou art 


¥ i noe oF Cima oe 























} = 


Fed Shia Conipartion. 





merciful; dna th erefore thou forgivel fin: . with thee F 
there j is rmercy and propitiation, and therefore thou 
_ art w rorthipped. When Adam finned, thou gavelt 
au him’ mercy ‘before he defired it ; and wilt thou deny: 
ws mercy, who now defire the fame ; Adam excuf- 
“ed his fault, and accufed thee ; but we accufe our- 
- felves, and exenfe thee r and thall we be fent empty ~ 
") “away ? > How often in the wildernefs didft thou fpare — 
_ Tiracl, and defer thy plagues at the requeft of Mof- — 
if es, when the’ people themfelves: made no petition to 
“thee? Now we do not only make our petitions to 
thee, but alfo. have a Mediator, far above Mofes, to 
appear for us, even Jefus Chrift thine | ‘own Son ; 
and fhall we (dear Lord) depart afhamed: uO 
- sherciful Lord, for thine own glory fuffer not the 
_ enemy of thy Son Chri, the ‘Romithy ‘Antichrift, 
thus” wretchedly’ to delude and draw from thee our 
| poor brethren, for whom thy ‘dear Son once died, 
Me i ce. Suffer him not to feduce the fimple fort with 
oo ays" a, that his falfe gods, his blind, 
, feigned religion, or his foolith fupertti- 
a ae give him fuch conquelts, fach victori ies, 
and fuch triumphs over us. But, O. Lord, thisis, 
chy ti hteous Tademont to punith us with the ty- 
vanni_al yoke of blindnefs, becanfe we have caft a- 
y from us the fweet yoke of the wholefome words 
of thy § Son our Saviour.” Bf pag i | 
ie Sa is letterto Mrz Pe ee Wareup, hes faith, 
My ftaff Randeth at: ‘the door.) Tlook continually 
~ fer the fheriff to come for me ; and I blefs God I 
am ready for him. —Now ‘go Ito « practife that 
which: J have preached.—Naw- Tam climbing up 
| the hill; >» 4t will *caufe me puif and: blow before I 
 ¢ome to the cliff. The hill is fteep and high, my 
breath is fhort, ‘and my ftrength is feeblet!./ 
therefore to the Lord for me, that,.as. edd 
t ealneds 





























‘ through his goodneis even almoft come to 
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“tates gla for humility. and es ohabinehe: a 
“showshe a molt eminent faint: He fubferibed fome. 
_ of his letters, the mof miferable hard. hearted un- 
» thankful finner, John Bradford. A very painted? 
- -hypoerite,. John’ Bradford:. Mi iferrimus peceator,. 
-. John Bradford. The finful John Bradtords-Miaja. 3 
Mid ea et Edvard Deering, a little before. his. 
ft dean faid:tochis friends, * As for my death, I blefs ; : 
God I feel and find fo much inward. j joy and com--, 
fort to: my foul, that, if. 1 were put to my choice 
Bink whether: L would: die or live; I would a> thonfa: te 
times rather choofe death: than life, “iki it JnRy, and : : 
mi with the holy will of God.” > eae SS 
+ 43. Mr. Robert Rollock, when aide eed eds: : 
rs) Een, ‘I; have hitherto: feen but darkly 3 in the glafs. 
of thy word ; now grant.that I may enjoy the eternal: 
 . fruition of thy: countenance, which I Have fo much. ; 
AW defired and longed fors Hate, Lord, and do » not 
. tarry 5; Lam weary both of nights and days: come, — 
.) Lerd. Jefus, that 5 ‘may come to thee. Break thefe — 
_ eye-ftrings, and give me others ;-I defire tobe dif: _ 
 folved, and:to be with thee; hatte, Lord. Jefus, and: 
- defer no longer: Go forth, myweak life, andlet-a _ 
. ohetter fucceed: O: Lord Jefus, thurft thy hand ae? a 
“my bedy, and take miy foul to thyfelf: | O my fweet — 
Lord, fetr this foul: of mine. free Siar. it may enjoy 
Wher hufband?? ; Pa te 
RD aa Galeacious’ Gries marquis of Vito, : 
98 apes a-dying, todk his leave of his wife, and all his 
) Chriftian friends, slit them, she would lead them | 
ane way to heayen. And he:cried to Jefus.Chrift, — 
- _ that *¢ Ashe. had fought him all. his life, fo now. he. 7 
would ree ive and acknowledge him as his ovn.” 
) gg. The famous Lord Dupleffis in France; Dien 
Wea adyingy “was much concerned for th church: of God. 
jan. diftrefs, ere earneftly' for her deliveranc He 
arteullg bl leffed fuch of his grandchi iidren as were | 
following the ftudies of learning, faying, ilu ue wa: 
aflured they fhould be bleffed with the bie 1 s both 
bewren above, ‘eauth beneath.” Wh 
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a minifter “poke” ‘of: the fervice: heshad done. the 
¢hurch: by his writings, He faid, «* * Alas, what was: . 
there of mine in thatawork ? Say ‘not,: thateit was I, 
“but God by me.” ‘Then; lifting up-his hands boc.” 
_ his head, he cried three times,:Mercy, mercy, mer-- 
(eyes Adding, “that he. did it; to fhew that it was: 
the alone mercy of God to which he had: recourfe.” 
And: declared;: that’ his: faith: was’ altogether 
‘founded’ upon the goodnefs of God: in Jefus Chritt, 
“who: by the Father had’ been made unto him, as to 
all others that believe:in him, wifdom; righteoufnefs, 
- fanétification, and redemption:—« “Away (faid’he) 
with: all’ merit ; -T call for-nothing but mercy, free 
cmercy.”” “When one’ was blefling God for giving ° 
chim: faiths peace'and comfort-at: his ‘end, he faid, I 
feel, Iefeel, what>l fpeak. | As to his faith of thas 
“truths of: Geas he faid, *¢ He. was entirely perfuaded” 
_ thereof, ‘by the demonttration:- of Gad’s holy Spirit, 
which was more: powerful, more clear, and more’ 
certains ~ than all the-;demonftrations of Euclid. 
-When fecretly praying; he was overheard’ faying in’ 
‘broken. fentences, “* I fly, I fly to heaven. Let the 
-angels-carry me to'the bofom of my Saviour.” Af 
-terwards, he faid, “ Iknow that my. ‘Redeemer liv-— 
seth, ‘and’ Lfthall fee: chim: with thefe eyes, Hi ifee. oculis 5 ala 
which words he‘repeated four.or-five times. 
46. Jerome of Prague, when he was: ee 
i he flake, and the executioner’ began: to: kindle 
ip » fire behind him; he: bade: him -kindle: it before. his. 
bfage 4! Bor: (faid’ he): if I hdd been. afriad of it, re! 
_ had not come to this place, having had fo many aia f 
\ * portunities: offered me-to efcape it?” Sai 1 Pet bs “4 
gal oMr. ‘Hooker,. a minifter!: ix “News Elaglamd or 
owhenone that ftood weeping at. his bed: fide; when 
i he lay: adyingy fad. to bina, Sir, you: are-going to» oe 
--Feceive the reward: ofall “your labours ; ae Hedy? 
«Brother, { am: going: to receive mercy.” oe 
7 noes ‘Mr. Heron, ‘another minifter there, whet nen ds = nia 
‘ing, co Saee prmenae a pine malk ch ee e 
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wall become of all thee children ? He prefently. and ’ 
pleafantly replied, “ Never fear ; 3 he that feeds the> 
young ravens, will not ftarve.tie young Herons.’” 
And indeed it came-to pafs accordingly... It was: 

an ancient obfrvation concerning thé Englifh: mara 

_tys under the bloody Marian perfecution, § That: 
none of them. went more joyfully to the Rake, than. 
-thofe who had the: greatelt: families to commit unto 
the Eordsa@ ) 

Ale Chryfottom;. ae the ‘emprefs Budo peed ae, 
Arian,) fent a threatening meflage to him; he faid,, 
‘© Go tell. her, Nil. nify-peccatum timed,” I fear nothing ; 

but in.’ When he was fentenced to. bani(hment, 
he faid; None of thefe things trouble me ; for ITfaid) | 
before” Swabia, inyfelf, if the emprefs wll, ‘let her 
anifh me ; the earth is the Lord’s, and the. fulnefs | 
thereof. Ifthe will, let her faw me afunder ; “iki 
was fo ufed : Hf the will, Tet her caft me into ie fea 3 
Twill remember Jonah : Ifthe will, let her cat me 
 intoa: “burning fiery furnace, or to the wild: beatts ;_ 
-the three children and: Danielwere foferved: If the 
will, , let/her-ftone me, or cut: off my: head; I have » 
t. Stephen : and the: Baptitt f for my companions. . a. 
‘fhe will, let her take away. all my. fobtanes 5 ¥ Nak 


















ae nai fail me to entimerate the many epee es 
» ofthe faith, love, patience, hope, courage, .andcon-- __ 
es fancy of the faints and martyrs of Jefus, when in. the ik 
view of deaths.: Some have told’ the perfecutors, 
«That they: might pullthe hearts out of their bod. 
. ties, bat they could never, pluck the truth out of thei 
: ‘4 hearts.” Osis: have faid, a me) hat: ” erty hair ah 
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“mit lively at te: 1A, our. - evening-fin raay thine 
brighteft, and we may go off the Rage glorifying 
God, and leaving»a weet favour behind us, as thefe- 
famone worthies, whofe praide 45, in. othe: churches, 
bane Hens before us. efits 





ie Durer. VIL. ae suitebie ides Giimeck’ in. prayer and ae 
age ulations to God. - 
RAVER j is the native breath of renewed fab r 
. di iris as neceflary to their fpiritual life, as heath: 
- $$to the natural ‘life, Lam, iii- 56: “ Hide not thine 
- ear at. my breathing”? The firlt: thing a. -child of 
- God doth, when he is new-born, isto breathe by 
‘prayer: Adsix. 12. “ Behold he prayeth. And 
itis alfo his lah work‘in: the world to prays Aas 
“vik 509, Go. * And they ftoned Stephen, calling up- 
on God; and’ faying, Lord Jefus, receive my fpirit. 
_ &nd he kneeled down, and cried‘ with a joud. voice, 
_. Yeord, lay not:this fin‘to their: charge, — And when 
Go aes had faid this, he fell aflecp.”* A dying Chriftian 
hath many to pray for; he is to pray forthe church. 
es of God: :for-his friends and relations, and alfo for his 
enemies, as Stephen did ; of which I fpake before. 
Bur efpecially: he mutt pray for himfelf, that fin may 
be forgiven, and*that. he may have fafe condu@ 
s+, through the dark valley. I have heard-of. fome 
that have been: found'dead upon their knees : 2a no-. 
‘dle pofture to die-in ’ How agreeable is it, to enter 
| praying into: the land® of praife ? So did Stephen, — 
& Ss fo did. our blefled Saviour himfelf;: *« Father, x 
: rgive: them, for they knownot: what: they do.. Fa- 
- ther, into thy hands i commend my: fpirit.” The lat. 
Swords: that holy Uther uttered were, * Bot, Lord, i in 
fpecial forgive my fins.of omiffion.””’ *“ Lord, (fad - 
dying ‘Beza)Serfeétithat which thou ha uf tbegun, that 
ae faiker not fhipwreck in the haven,’’ rey ste 
ps rake reget hal an Sih phe dre aires : i th 
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what is s unworthy. My eyes, and! hope, and faith, sis 
“to Chrift on his crofs. I bring an'unworthinels like  { 
that of ‘the poor dying thief unto him, and. have:no rane 
‘more to pleadithan he. ;Like the poor thief crucified © 
with him, Iam waiting to be received by the infinite — 
_grace of my, Lord, into his kingdom,” Let usin 
dike manner die, erying to a crucified Jefus for mer- 
oe -Lord, nate hala ‘me, NOW thou art 1: ye king- i. 
: O.dying Cheitven 1y remember the time of pra foe ad 
-4s near an end ;. after death there will be no. more oc-* 
_.eafion for prayer. “O then beg that the ij Sees Ce 
“prayer may be fo poured. down» “apon you at thi coe 
time, that you. may be enabled to pour out your: he 
‘before God, both for yourfelf and others. Ohow 
_earneftly {hould you pray then, when you are aking an 
your leave of prayer 1 ‘Mind the example wh ee 
- Redeemer gave you; it was before his déath that 
che offered,up prayers and fupplications with ong 
. -erying and tearsanto-God. “Iacknowledge, fickand 
_ dying perfons are frequently out of cafe for making — 
: prayers of any great length or continuance, (wh 
| - wconfideration fhould excite us-to the. greater dilige 
“an prayer in the time of our health) and‘ 
- they ought to be the more frequent and fer 
_ dhort and fuitable ejaculations, and petition 
it ba their ‘exigencies da Sawer Aiea a 
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“Some. Meditations aad. alleen > proper fi or_fic 
- dying perfonsy, apd efpecially. for a dying beliewer 
Lord, thou art-the. God. of my] and 
Spies the keys of death in: thy hand. Thou 
pmeafured the-leng atin of, amy life, and z appointe 
~~ hour of m ay dena, “eDhe number of my mo: ) 
; yi tye thon baftappomntedith bounds 
\ is-my life but. 2 anaes tha appea an th for 















Mites» Maw’ ft ‘Conipaniae. 


_sq@eath ? .When ‘a few days are come, Lwill v0 ‘the 
: ae ithe nee T fhall not return.” God hath decreed 


from .death’s ftroke..Death’s meffengers are come 

. £0 warn me, that my laft day and laft hour draweth 

Ms nigh. | The found of their mafter’s feet is behind 
them. ‘This clay-houfe muft be diffolved, my foul 

a diflodged, and my place here fhall know me no.more; 

~ A will be quickly as water fpilt on the’ as that 
“cannot be: gathered up again. 


. O that I-may be fuitably exardited 3 in my Partent’ 
ms -yreak and. dying condition! When my flefh faileth. - 


y _and my heart. fainteth within me, O that God may 
a “be the ftrength. of my heart, and portion forever! 


When the keepers of the houfe do tremble, let God 


watch « over. see and be the ne of as ou r “When 







“When the 
3 ane are agile) ee tee -my ‘foul be 


ae 


be gabe fol 








oes are Fete te let the reba of my foul 







fion for 1 ad ay to receive anes gk ny Fiane 
a0 I defire ] look out at the windows, and fay,“ Why 
s chariot ‘fo long a-coming ? and why tarry the 
wheels: of his chariot ?. Make halle; 3 my beloved, and 
be thou] like a roe or a young: ‘hart on’ “the moun aug: 
of Bet ther.” RSE, 2 Sh Sait sored alae, 

a ne Pl ile 






ik ik duft, nor doth trouble fy ‘ing out of the p 
ie, | Lord, rebuke me not in thy i1dign sitio ny 
oN mae me in. thy hot Lie se : Have mercy on 1 


BY 
a. 


leat 5, a cea proclaim it itya ad 1 muft expect it. 
4 There is, NO “difcharge: in this war,mo exemption — 


poled for hearing the fong of Mofes and the bamb, 
the temple above. When thefe that look out at 


nay ate ee the amin nk hand of God S 
prefent ficknefs 4 Bue se “sa @ton come h not out 


round, 




































Myeieiead iilan’ 5 Companion. e ses) fi 
man for anitquliey y, thou makett his beauty to -con- 
fume away like a moth : furely every man is vani- 4 
ty. ‘The forrows of my heart are enlarged, O bring 
me out of my diftrefles. “Look upon my affliction 

- and my pain, and forgive-all my fin. I look’ for fym- 
pathy to my great High Prielt, whe is touched with 
the feeling of my infirmities. My beth ¢ and bh 
is dt itt, 3, 
-* O that when Tam afhiged, T may not defpife: ‘the 
3 chaftening of the Lord; nor faint when I am rebuk- 
ed of him! Let me hear the rod, and him that hath 
appointed it. Let me kifs the rod, and: accept of 
' the punifhment of mine iniquity. /' re) that in niy af- 
#iGion I may be helped to humble myfelf greatly 
before the God of my fathers, and eat a true. and 
pe ‘eonfeflion. of my-fins ! © she inte 8 
-% > Oh-fwhat fhall T fay ‘tothi 20 oO hott preter 
men? Iwill fay, Lord, be gine to me's he 
- foul, for I have finned azaint ‘thee.’ ? Kn 
that throtigh an/evil heart © ‘unbe 
a time departed away from’the living God, 
vainly and foolifhly have I lived in the w 
lavifh of my precious’ time! How unmindful df 
“latter end? ° How. carélefs of my immortal’. 
‘How little in \ preparation for eternity ! Ohy my 
‘heart condemns ‘me, my fins teftity agai 
‘thou who knoweflt them better, than T 
‘gether with'their feve fal Lvatior 
‘Ty condemn’ me too. a 
“thee the Lord there. As 
“feared } and with: thy” 
-demption $ mt ui 





ee 








re, for his. fake, 
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Ohi T am polluted with fin, and dare not appear 
beforesGod with my own filthy rags upon me.— 
When Adam loft the garment of original righteout- 
nels, he fled from God, and dreaded the fummons 
‘of offended juftice. Now; there is no appearing be- 
fore God with. acceptance, but in the garment of his 
. Son my elder brother. Now can have boldnefs te 
“enter into the holieft of all, but by. the blood of Je- 
fus. O enable me to difelatm: whatfoever duties I 
have performed, or graces I have exercifed,.and to 
ie ‘Fely ona crucified Chrift alone for pardon.and life. 
_ “Though thou flayeft me, let me die trufting in and 
cleaving toa crucified Jefus. 
Now the powers of darknefs will. fesk.to raife a 
‘tempeltto fhipwreck the veflel of my foul, when it 
would enter into. the eternal haven ; O that like the 
. qwife mariner, when the ftorm approacheth, ‘T may | 
ny to fecure mee son bat wah she mnchors of 










oe, of holt, he: Beets Gees. fal vat 
Wit, pme-tn each lat confi, aud: any 


ff to oath shat! I may. hi. “able; to Hand 
Jay !, Teach my hands to:war,, and my 
ight, that through thee. Be may. do valiant- 
read down all mine enemies: . O- that now 
fo finifh my courfe,, and sek the ood a 
ath ° smay receive £ 

hi 


SF 
k 


‘Simeon before his death, that I may fay,-like him, 


_ them all. ‘Now one fmile. ‘of thy 


aN 


Afited Man’ 5 i cimpanons a os zo7 


w 


inereafe my faith! let the pilgrim? s ftafk “of.faith be 
never out of my hand, till I come to my journey’s 
end. © let me get Chri all in my arms, like old 


«« Now let thy fervant depart in peace ; for mine ¢ycs _ 
have feen thy falvation.” Kindle the fire of hheav- + 
enly love in my foul, and give me a talte of heavenly 
joys. O for one beam of thy light, to -banith away 
all my. doubts and” fears. f Lord; Tet in fomething of 
heaven to my foul, before Bian into Heaven Ko 
Lord; .take me net out of this dife till thou hat 
fitted me for a‘better.. May I’ be fitted for heaven’ 
before I leave the earth, and finifh my work beforeI 
finifh my courfe !* Make me ready to meet thee at 
thy coming, that fo thy coming may not be the mat- _ 
ter of my terror,-but the matter. ofm ae cig 
and joyful expectations. © Oshat Fs ¥ 

ing frame for that bleffed time, » wh 
and put a Sines to all. my ae ‘ 


a ee a ee De ee ee TO Ee ae cet Pe Se ee ey 























ing swith he Lord! ! ‘Lord; pends my faite Bs | 
hope, that fo neither the fwéetnefs of life, the, 

of death, nor appr@henfions about. my fifty re 
may make me unwilling to die. Asm y Re 
afcended, and gone before me to preps 
me; why then fhould : be flothful * oi 
fefs ‘the good land? i 


wet all the culayeteriee: of ihiek Se | 
to me, andI am to take an. everlaf t 


thy. love, would be oe 


foul. ihre a Oe es » 












agh | | Afi ed: Mons Conipa ior. 


Reep in in cone ‘Let me breathe out my departing 

i! to tk ee, and. truft it in thy hand and fafe-keep- 

: and let my flefh reft in hope of rifing gloriouf- 

es at the taft day, through him who is the refurree- 
tion and the life, the Lord Fetus Chirt ict ae 

. Love and praite is the exercife of faints for ever 

y may I I be acquainted. with it here! O fhall.I ay 

- Tove and praife him, who hath forgiven all my. int 

quities; healed all my difeafes, redeemed my. life 

> froth deftrud: r0Ny and crowned me: with. loving -kind« 

--mefs and tender mercies ? He hath. caufed. goodnefs 

and mercy follow. me all the days of my life ; and 

. hall net I follow him with praifes at the end of i it? 

- Now the time of my departure is at-hand, and 

the lamp | of lifeis ready to be extinguifhed. O that 

“dT may die i in faith, that whether the lamp go out of 

its own accord, or ‘by fome. fudden blaft, it may be 

 Jighted again by. the immortal beams of the Sun of 

i ee And though I be overtaken. with 

thea ep. o dest and lie down i in the bed of the 

rave 3° = ‘hall Li awake again | ‘in. the morning of 








rave 5 
eee on, that morning’ which fhall never be 
‘fucceeded by an evening ; when I. fhall behold thy 
face in righteoufnels,. and be, atnally fatisfied with 
_ thy likenefs, AE vs | "he 
om sat NOW am. going the way ‘of all the Poon ae 8 


Sin 


£0. launch forth, into eternity; where I fhall be fixed 
inf my everlatti ing condition. Grant’ ‘me,. Lord, the 
ufe of my fenfes, of my reafon and. under. 
ding,. that I.may glorify thy name, and edify = 
sighbors. to. the lait moment of my. departure, 


sien Xam, 19, cone, wish; the kibg 


port and, aft we in my foreft extreme : vs 
Pe oat Deen. mes shape as 
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O Lord, thou determineft ‘both’ the Scatats ‘og 
man’s life, and the bounds of his habitation. If a. 
hair of my head cannot fall to the ground w yithout 
thy providence, far lefs can my whole body. fall inte 
the grave without it. Thou haft teld me. plainly, 
that Tmull die; but mercifully haft: concealed the 
time, place, and manner, that I might always Rand 

upon my guard, every hour expect thy coming, and 
have my accounts in my hand, always prepared to 
give them up to thee my Judge. | Jultly’ mightelt. 
thou have {fnatched me away by a furprifing ¢ call,’ 
and fuddén ftroke: but in thy goodnefs thou givelt. > 
-Mme warning, and time to fet my houfe and foul in 
order. O gracioufly finifh what is now wanting, of 
- the work of thy. pie in my peer and foul, cand — 










fin Sa koite to die befire pe ect it may no "i ife tn 
judgment againft me after death. _ gat 
-O God, be thou my: refuge. pag Rrength, ind a. 
very prefent help in trouble ; and then I will not fear 
though the waters of affliction 1 Tage, and be trout led, 
_and though all the ‘mountains of eben "1 
fhake with the, five ling thereof... 


an ftreams ver oe forall make — 















ote rd with ay gelding a 
nd make my departure | 
4 a hope. ‘Lord, carry: 

lage upon which I arm 
ate of glory, a:door 
n and joy of th 
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blood; to receive ‘power, honor, glory, and biefi ng 
for ever. asin oO 
= , 
Some Aediatianedor drooping believers, sans death is near. 
rp TRAVELLERS, who have met with many 
‘ - ftorms, Faubless and dangers in their j journey a 
rejoiée when they come near to their own country ; 
and fhall not Iya ftranger and pilgrim, that hath 
been long wandering i in a wildernefs, be glad when 
_ dcome near my bleiled home, my dear pete and 
Pe eternal habitation ?. 
© With what cheerfulnefs do die) women endure 
: ‘de pains of child-bearing, being fapported with the 
~ hopes of a child’s being born in the world ? And 
whit is the joy of a man-child being brought into 
this Gnful and nfiferable world, to the joy of a fan&i- 
. fied foul’s being brought out of it into heaven for 
: ? It is pleafant when. the hard. winter goeth 
ene meffengers of the® fpring, the finging of 
th tiie and thal not I paaisSs when fick 





; my Nem a and - vs is palt, Sal: ‘thie. 

ummer of my eternal light and joys is at hand? 
Nhe igh death be the king of terrors? is not 

rift the king of com f orts ? > Have not I 


meet with the pee 2 O pe my ‘Brength 
at this time come from Guts, my cov- 
ted redeemer. eee 
Lord, deliver. ees Boe de 
ears, and my feet from failing ! aS 
ity-clay, fet my feet upon 
omy going: and ‘puta new 
4 aise our God! 
b went down fo cheerful 
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again? His body may be turned i into dult, but God is, 
in covenant with his duft and will not fufter the Teal. 
particle of it to be loft. toy : 
Are not the righteous. ne away from: the evil - 

: 





tocome? Do they notreft in their beds, and saree 
into peace ? Why then fhould I grudge at dying + 
When the Lord is to bring heavy wrath and-judg-. 
ments upon a land, he frequently houfeth- many. 
of his people in heayen before-hand: and how hap- 
py are thefe that win the houfe befwre the fweeping. 
hail-fhower deth fall. A believer needeth not to 
look for any fettled fair weather in this world: it 
_ will be nothing but one fhower up, and. another - 
. down, till he be houfed in “heaven. OO why. then 
: fhould I linger in this wildernefs ! ic 
- How highly dignified is the believer, in ‘being i. 
made an heir of God, and a joint heir with his own ee 
Son Jefus Chrift ! fo that Chrift and the believer do, 
as it were, divide heaven betwixt them ; they have ie 
_ the fame Father, dwell in the fame houfe, fit at the a 
fame table, reign on the fame throne, and partake o! pe 
the fame glory. Q what honour is this, w Sx 
put upon a worm of the earth | 5 Tri is. inde d 
tle that the young heir enjoys of the inkeri 
while in this world ; no more than will fervé to 
his charges to heaven, where he fhall get all,, for; 
his prefent ftraits, and remember his’ poverty n 
_ ‘more. O-why then fhonld not I, like a young heir, 
be looking and longing for the expiring ot mi. 
-nority, when, I thall arrive at ripe age, and ent enter up- 
on the full poffeflion of the. inheritance } Ot 
could fend out faith and hope, thefe two 
- fpies, to farvey t the promifed and, | or at tleaa to vil 
the orders 0 of n my elder brother's rah what a 
‘encouraging report would hey «bring back ! 
lorious Lord is gone, he hath le t. the 
et tered, Nt, his- glory my brent fr 
hay if them arrived there. alf y. How + 
nce betwixt my. tate and the 
may complaints, butt 
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God's praife :. : 1 amin darkhels and cannot fee Gad ;. 
but they are in light, and fee him face to face. Oo 
my Lord, fhall I ftay behind, when. they are gone ? 
Should I ie fatified to wandér in the wildernefs, far. 
~ diftant from my Father and my God, when they are 
triumphing above, dividing the fpoil? No, I will. 
look’ full after. them witha fleadfaft eye, and cry, 
O’Lord, how long ? I will wait now in hope, yea, 
* ~ rejoice in the forethoughts of the day, when my mi- 
-“nority fhall be eXpired, my pilgrimage finified, my 
 banifhment over, that I ‘may get home to. my coun- 
try and friends above. . 
What though my days be dark’ and gloomy nowy 
my winter be tharp and ftormy ? why, it is but fhort, 
and near over; .the eternal fummer approacheth': 
the long day, the high fun, and the fair garden ‘of 
a well-beloved,' above thefe - vilible heavens, will 
ickly make amends for ail’ Let me~get up by 
£ ‘faith,and vifit the new land, yiew the fair city, and be- 
sid the white throne, and the Lamb that'fits there- | 
, that I” ‘may rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
many of the heirs of wrath’ go finging and 
“to hell 5 and’ will an heir of God go. 
and forrowing to heaven ? Oh, let me not, 
haviour on a death:bed, bring up a bad re-_ 
‘Chri 's good \ way, and the land which he, 
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fuch great and precious proenifes lefé me, 
Tnot live and féed upon them in the time 
nee need } ? Shall fT not truft the word-of hi aes a 
land true? Hath he not {aid to e; °° When | 
yafleft through:the waters, Twi i 
h the rivers, they fhall not ov bite 

ai through: the fire ‘thog thalt: 
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ly followed a-great calm. My Redéemer’s compat ps 
fions continue ; his bowels are not fhut up this day, 
more than.in the days of his flefi.. ‘ Jefus ena te is. 
the fame to day, yefterday, and. forever.” f 

Ah! Dhave too littl improven my acquaintance: 
with precious Chrift in the day of my life}. how. 
ready am I to mifken and miftake him, when he- 
changeth his difpofitions towards me! Though I. 
have been long at Chrift’s {chool, what {mull profic- - 
sency have.I made.in the work, andmyftery of faith} f is 
How: little have I’learned to believe inthe dark, 
and:to drop:an anchor at’ midnight. upon the rock: 
of ages, and. to took out for: the dawning of the day BG 

Surely the-day.fhall break, and the fhadows flee - 
away: -my King cometh, my weill-beloved is on his 
aie ; herhath. fent his letter before him. to warn: me - apes 

fit, faying;. “ Behold I come quickly.” 0. ae ty 
like the cold and. wearied: enight-watch, 1 may b A: i 
looking out for the appearing of the morning-ita . 
-and the breaking of the eaftern fky ; and may’ ree as 
full crying, . £6 Even. fo. come. tee, Je fus;.. ¢k ae 
quickly,” Peis Re ae 

Thow haf faid, « Lake: is a ren 
and gladnefs for .the upright in. hear 
God’s feed {hall not lie always. beneat 
the time is at hand, when it fhall fring ; a1 dhe: 
will the crop, beat laf... O'that, Hke David in af, 
Ai@ion, I. would ‘encourage myfeléd in- the: Lord my 
God, and: fay, * The ord. liveth, . bleffed. € my 
rock.” why fhould I gop while my Lord. vethy 
AA ee i my: Fock. ftandeth 2 
~ forts may die, my gift: 
lations die, ar nee b. 
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forevermore, amen ; and have the keys of bell and! 
death.” 

When my foul ig caft down within me, let me re 
member God from the land of Jordan, and the hill’ 
Mizar; that 1 may reafon myfelf out of all my fears 
and difcouragements ; for yet, ‘‘ the Lord willcom: | 

* ‘Mmnand his loving kindnefs in the day time, and in the 

night his fong fhall be with me, and-my prayer to 
the God of my life.’?” 
_ “Why then art thou caft' down, O my foul, and 
why art thou difquieted within me? hope thou in 
God, for I'fkiall yet praife him, who is the health of 
my: countenance, and my God.” 

Now, when death is at hand, let not my Saviour be 
far-off. -He who remembered the dymg thief, and’ 
fpoke comfortably * to him, let him now remember 
me when he is feated in his kingdom, and fay to my” 
foul, this day thou fhalt be with me in paradife.” 
When it is abfent from the body, let it be prefent: 

with the Lord: Ibet‘the angels now be ready to do 
their office, to carry my departing foul into Abra: 
-ham’s bofom. Let me now depart, that I may be 
with Chrift';-yea; be forever with the Lord, that I 
amay- fee his fice. Let me dwell'there, where they 
have no night, need no candle, nor light of the fun 
forever ; where God fhall wipe away all tears from 
‘their eyes, and ‘there fhall be no more death, neither 
forfow nor crying. 
. Father,-into thy hands I’ commit my fpirit. By | 

Sf the hands of him who hath redeemed i it, let it be pre- 
fented to thee without foot or peaiere or any fuch ~ 
ene: as i tne 

ne. 2 
j ko eaten! of fome further Meditations 
perfon in the view of dez 


— §  down’on bee Foe ui icf 
tain’ betwixt the ld “and: th 
take a view 0 eens. eat. 
. Now i is i it. time ¢ for mne'to look into. my fol 
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amine my Rate. Oh, how many do mifs falvation, 
when they think themfelves fure of it! They miftake 
aform of godlinefs for the power of it, and thereby 
deceive themfelves, thinking themfelves. fomething 
when they are. nothing. 

Some come the length.as to fhed tears,. as Efiu- 
did ; profefs fair, yea, fight for the Lord, .as. Saul — 
and "Jehu did ;..wifh for the end of the righteous, as 
Balaam did: defire God’s, people to pray for them, 
as Pharaoh and Simon Magus did ;. walk foftly, and 
mourn:for fear of judgments; as Ahab did }-joy:in 
gofpel ordinances, and reform. in many.things, as 
_ Herod did ; prophefy and fpeak swell of ‘Chrift, as 
Caiaphas ‘and Judas did ; be convinced and tremble 
at hearing a fermon, as. Felix did; yea,:tafte the 
good word of God, and the powers fof the world to 
come, as apoftates have. done: and yet for all thefe 
attainments, remain ftrangers to the faving work of 
the Spirit on the heart. 

O that the confideration of hypocrites attainments 
might. alarm. me-out of my fecurity, and make me _ 
reftlefs till I find the diftinguifhing, marks of true. 
grace, and fincere faith in my foul! O that I could - 
fay, there is‘a principle in me, that will not fuffer :me 
to build on any foundation in the world but Chrift 

and his righteoufnefs ; that. makes me.content avith 
-Chrifts with all:his offices, with:all his precepts, and 
-with his very crofs for his fake! Doth’ the love of 
‘Chrift keep me back from fin,-more than the law, ‘or 
fear of hell? Have I aimed at God’s: honour inal: 
_my actions, civil, natural, and religious.? Am* Lhum- ce 
bled, and denied.to mine own will: Wit, credit, cafe, A 
,and honour, and to all the enjoymentsiof theworld? 


Am L acquainted. with the throne of.gtace, and de- 


_firaus to keep up_a:conftant: correfpondence with i it? th ae 
_ /O let sme not reft till I, perceive thele things it Amy 
» foul. which. are nea falvations | Se Ge hie 
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fice i in ‘uhy” cand with’ a perfed, heart, ‘and Tee > 
- done that’ which is good in thy fight?” +O that'T 
ould: pray, and fay, with Jefus my Saviour, : when 
in the view Of death, “ Father; I have, glorified thee 
on the earth ; I have finifhed the work which thou 
- gavelt me to do : and now. O Father, glorify thou 
‘me with thme owg {elf, with the glory which thou 
é tie ordained for me before the world-was !?? 
“Alas; Lord, I muft ‘confefs, my iniquities have 
gone up ‘above ees head; my -miffpent’ time, -my 
_ canfrtitfalnefs under the means of 5 grace, and water- 
ee ings of ordinances, may caufe meto.cry out, Woe is 
ame 'for the leannefs of my foul, and barrennefs of my 
heart! T have been an> empty vine, . bringing forth 
fruit onlyto myfelf, I have hid my. Lord’s money, 
‘and therefore deferve the doom ‘of the'wickéd’ and 
- Sothful fervant. “But my’ reéliefis- in my Surety’s 
‘righteoufiiefs. Blefled be the Lord, who hath 
his Son to‘blefs thofe who by nature lie under ate 
an curfe, and to intercede for thofe'that cannot fpeak 
for themfelves:-” © how fuitable is he to: my foul’s 
~ ‘€afe! Ihave indeed.a miltitude of fins, but he hath 
Me altitude of tender: mercies ; I~ have deep and. 
ous guilt, but he hath a deep‘fountain for wath- 
it out; $ ee i fold: funder fin, but hehath aranforn 
Pine arain’; ; my fore’ is’ broad, but his 
vf siiwelnds ; may. wound is'preat, but his 
jaln pail ‘Suéelyi it is my wifdom to go to 
it -with ally 7 ay. srievantes,! ard always to. lie be 
Sarit eemer’s, Aso t +. Wes. , 
ow; when' thé fart of my lifes fittin 
1 of tightcoufnels: may arife and fhin 
1 Goodijefs. and: sete rath ney 
teen O'that enon a gloty, ma 
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~ Surely the fea is not fo full of water; nor the fan fo. 
full of light, as thou art full of Brace and mercy. 
© let not my fins flop the current of thy tender 
“mercies at this time. Lord, drown all my fns in 
the fea of Chrift’s blood, that my. foul may not be 
funk by them in the ocean of divine wrath. Lord 
-Jefus, embrace my perifhing foul. in thy arms: let _ 
oy crofs be my fecurity, and thy ' wounds my refuge. 
O thou that-heareft the: young ravens which cry, 
be not filent to me at this time, left if thou be fi- 
lent to me, I be like them to go down to the pit. yer 
- Lord, I am now called to the work I never did; 
give me the ftrength I never had. Surely it is an— 
important matter to die, and my eternal flate de- 
- pendeth upon dying aright. What I do amifsin _ 
my life one day, I may ‘amend it-in'the next: but 
not fo here, Ican die but once: if I mar this piece 
of work, I cannot come back to mend at again ; a alae 
forget any thing neceflary for my journey, - cannot - 
return to fetch it. Oh, a wrong ftep in going out . 
of this life is highly dangerous. In one ‘refpect itis 
like the fin againft the Holy Ghoft, and can never be 
forgiven : for I cannot come bat to. mourn for it. Sie 
Of ‘all the bufinefs I ever undertook; E have moft 
need to take care of my bee tas 5 
_ Ob, is death tue 2 or down hey 























grave, and the: ance half ey me inh 
and thall I give fleep to mine. eyes, f 
mine eye-lids, till I find myfelf 1 in tha cafe, 
_ dare look death in the face, and. dare | ; 
foul upon eternity? ‘ ay 
© to have right impreftions a the. certainty oO 
death, and the uncertainty of life? Whatis my fe 
ut a vapour. a fan@ glafs of fixty or f CATS,” 
hich will foon run out? Aelia digit id x 
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Ne ‘time of health ; ‘but when the eye- ftrings break, the 
breath ‘turns “cold, aad the’ imprifoned foul looks 
out at ‘the windows of the clay: houfe, ready to-leap 
out into eternity, can the world give any fatisfation? ? 
- No,no; a lamp full of oil will be valued then more 
than a boufe. full of gold. The finelt ‘things on — 
earth will then appear, nothing but a piece of pain- 
ted duft, and gilded clay. How gladly. would the 
; greateft worldiing , then, give all 1 gold and filver 
riches and honors, for one fight of Chrift’s fair face, 
one fmile of his countenance ?.O wherefore thould 
een in health. neglect : the, market of grace, and 
flight the pearl of great price ? ‘Why fhould they 
_. dpend their money for that which is not bread, and 
jee their labor for that which fatisfeth not? 
Lord, fave me from the hypocrite’s cafe at dai: 
whofe candle of profeffion. and of hope burns and 
> blazes fair‘all the.way with him, but goeth out in 
the dark trance of death. 3 and there he flumbles and 
es and fhall rifeno more. O that-my profellion 
and hope may be of God's creating! If God light 
my candle, then fhall my feet be enlightened through 
+, the dark valley, and ae nor hell fall not be. able 
a _ Fo puti itout. 
& ‘Lord, fabdue fin. i in ‘me, i iar it be dat anceithy “ 
he -aying y how, that it may certainly be dead before me. 
God forbid that my fins fhould furviveme. 
© that, when the ftroke of death diffolves my 
body, my foul may efeape as a bird out of the'fnare 
oft e fowler, and may afcend to ‘the heavenly Te 5 
to enjoy God himfelé ; : 
me look through t the ¢ rates of ‘moftality, tia 
h e,jailor’s “comin g to fet me. at ee 


te, and . 
: it again with thanks ; had fall | ftoremy 
fe tow ad atl thanks, who hath b ! 
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~ regiftered i in God’s book ; yea, the, bairs of f bis head 
“ate numbered. ae 


When David. got his choice of his own Sanit - : 
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«It is good for the believer that he is ail 





wee oc o - Aifitied Mar? ( Companion. ¢ 219 


bring mé to it; the | joys of it are too great to entgr 


im ‘to. me, oO make me fit to enter intothem.  _. 

_ While I lie on a fick-bed, Lord, help 1 me to patience 
“in my’ ficknefs without murmuring. 

How willingly would the damned in hell endure 


my» pains a thoufand years, if they had my hopes of 
being. faved at laft! Bleed. be God, that my - fick- ; 


nefs is not hell, that my pains are not eternal. 


O that I may look on ‘my affliction as coming 


from the hand of him that is the Lord of health and 


of ficknefs, of life and of death ; who killeth and ma-’ 


eth. alive, bringeth dowa to the grave, and raifeth Ss 
_up.again? Thafffoverign and wile Lord hath deter- 
mined the time when my. affliction fhall end, as well 


asthe time whenit.began.. Thirty-eight years were _ 


appoigted the fick man at Bethefda pool; eighteen 
_years the woman that Satan kept bound; twelve 


years to the woman with the bloody. iffne.; ten. days a 
tribulation tothofe of Smyrna; three days plague ; 






_ to David. The number of the godly mi 


“ment, he. chofe rather to. be correéted by the 
, of God, than by any other means, faying, * Let m 
fall into the hands of the Lord, for his, mercies are 
“lebercate”? I was dumb, and opened not my mouth, 
_becaufe thou.didft it. Glory to God, that I am fall- 


-éninto his merciful hand. Hath God appointed, st 


that man’s. coming into the world fhall be attendec’ 


with pain and crying, and his going out, of in with 4 





_grief and trouble ; and fhall £ quarrel 
Idefire humbly. to underly the corredtion ¢ a 
iniquity, and to bear. the indignation. of the L 
becaufe I Chhave finned againft him. O that the 
nefs of my body may be a means’ of health to 






foul! ‘ May TI be chaftened of the Lord, fo that | 


not be condemned with the world! ie 


| fprings ise se mee andi it souks i 
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good. AffliSion ts a feal of his adoption, and no 
ign of reprobation. “The pureft gold is oftelt wried, 


‘the fweeteft grape is hardeft preffed,. and the trueft | 


Chriftian is heavieft croffed... But O how foon will 
the: Chriftian forget all his grogns when he comes to 
“beaven? As foon as Stephen faw Chrift, though at 
a diftance, he forgot all his wounds and brurfes ; he 
minded no more the terror of the ftones about his 

ears, but: fweetly. Leelee his foul into his ni seenew a 

er’s harids. © 

Tread of many in the potpel, hike bg fickneffes 
ee difeafes were driven ‘unto Chrift, who, if they 
had enjoyed health and profpetity, would have neg- 
dected, like many others, to come.to him. O bleffed 
is that crofs, that draweth a finner to Chrift, to lay 

_ open his own mifery, and implore Chrift’s »mercy. 

And bleffed be that Chrift, who never refufeth the 

~ finner that cometh to him, though driven by afflic- 

‘tion and mifery. To whom fhall fuch a diftrefled 

-' ereatureas I go, but to him whe is the only phyfician, 

-that‘ean both cure my foul from fin, and my body 

fem. ficknefs ?. 

- Lord; thou never denied thy. mercy to any fin- 
‘per that afked it witha penitent heart. There were 
“many forts of fick finners that ¢ame to thee in the 
_ days of my Seth; the blind, the’deaf, the lame, the 
lepers ; thefe that were fiék of pales; drophies, fevers, 
fluxes, and were poffefled with devils ; and yet:nev- 
_ er one of them came. crying for mercy, that went a- 
“way without his errand, were- his fin never fo great, 

pe difeafe never fo grevious. Nay, fo merciful is 
my Redeemher, that he offered and gave his mercy to 
eck: that never afked it, being. moved with the 
« bowels of his own compaflion, and the fight of theic 

' weifery ; fo'dealt he with the woman’ ‘of Samaria, the 

“widow of Nain, and the man that lay thirty-eight 
“years at the pool of Bethefda. Oh, if he gpemesiah 

_amercy fo willingly to them that did not afk em: 
vs was fond of them keri eins be a eny 

‘ meer eens 
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There is bot a ftep Satur me and death 3 borg, 
fealmy pardon to me, before I 20° ‘hetiee,, Sind be no 
more. O draw nigh to me, and fave me's. fer: mi ~ 
foul is full of trouble, and’ my life drawethf nigh unto’ 
the grave. Thy loving- kindnefs-is better ‘thar life; 
-O make me fure of that,and . will wtgete ‘hoe with ‘ef 

““ehig mortal, Hes a a0’ 

‘© thou who willet not that: any fhould derith, | 
but that all fhould come to’ Yepentance 5 be pleafed 
to make ufe of the chaftifement of my body, as” ac 
medicine ‘to care my foul, and being me to atrue | 

_ and ‘fineere repentance. — One day is with thee as 
a thoufand years ;°O ‘work in'me in this, which may 
“be my laft day, ‘whatfoever: thou feeft wanting in’ 4 

me. Enable me. to prefent unto thee the facrifice of a 
broken and contrite heart, which thon haf promifed 
not to defpife. Give a trne_ and lively faith inthe 
blefled‘Jefus, who is the’ propitiation for our fins! — 
He was wounded for our tranfgreffions,. h Was < 
bruifed for our iniquities, the chaltifement of our a 
Peace was upon him; 0 heal me by his firipes. ~~ 
‘Let the cry of his blood drown. the clamor of m 
fins, -1 am indeed a child of wrath, but Chrif 
the fon of thy love. 0. pity tae ‘for his fake, a 
“Jet my. foul find fanduary i in his: ‘wounds. pipe 
 O Lord, the waters of affliGion ; are come in aver 
upon my “oul: ~O: let the fpirit of God move ¢ 
thefe'waters, ‘thas! like the pool of Bethek ee ey”. 
may cure whatever fpiritua al difeafes thou feeft in me. ei 
‘© Lord, confider iny, Affliaion,. accept my tears, — 
Shire ¢ ‘my pain, increale my patience, and finith 
= pi tin cath Core me e _ chat fem 























a ae Lord, the: Sree of this. world cca O 
hin haae nothing: ine me } but, as. : he accu h, di 
hou : abfolve. ‘T- have not} ing to fay for my{ H 
it be thon per mip nord ; and do th 
‘or me, 5 ed £4) 
wt 
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fi me Satan flands at.my right ecu to refit mes O 
Lord, rebuke him, and pluck me as a brand out of ’ 
the five. Caufe mine iniquities to pafs from me, 

and clothe me with the righteoufnefs of thy dear 

- (fon. Tknow, O Lord, that no unclean thing can en- 

_terinto thy kingdom, and thou fee Iam nothing 
but pollution, yea, my very righteoufnels is filthy 
vags; O. wath me, and make me whitein the blood 
ee the Lamb, that-I may be fit to ftand before thy 

throne... O takeme from the. tents.of Kedar, to the 
_ manfions of light and purity. When my earthly 
~“hovfes of this tabernacle is diflolved, O let me have 
“2 building of God, an hopfe not made with hands, 
sternal in the heavens. .O bring my foul aut of 
- prifon,, that I may BARONE ari eee unto ae 
fame. Amen. fil ae ciety 
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‘ Pears Grebe” to the fiends. ‘and pre kee of the 
ae fick who are themfelves i in health. for the time. 

. f HEN the Lord fends ficknefs and afflidion 
_ YY > to our neighbors, we ought not to be idle 
im "and: unconcerned fpectators of his difpenfations ; 
but we fhould harken to the voice of God’s rod up- 
on others, and ‘confider what i it is that the Lord is 


Bie ya 





: calling for at our hands. Thefe following direct- 


“tions May be afeful to thofe that are in health. - 





| Daeer I, Be very thaukefal t to God for the great mercy « 
m health and Brengehs and i improve it to his glory. — 


A URELY an healthfol perfon. hath Ald great 
4) canfe to be a thankful perfon. Health is a 


. Serer. that doth feafon and fweeten every other 
“temporal mercy: without it theg eateft wealth and 





tis far more eligible to be a healthy beggar thana 
‘fickly king. What comfort could it afford. gander: | 


; I honors, nay, a king’s crown, can give no fatisfaction. 
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by 


~ tofling ficknefs, and trtering ‘pains, ih have the _ 
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pene pay us homage 5 alas, for our anbbenh- . 
fulnefs to him who is the God of our health ! How — 
Nittle do we prize his goodnefs in continuing with us’ 
_fuch 2 long traé of health and ftrength, together 
_ with the ufe of our reafon and fenfes,. when many. 
» others are deprived of them. Surely. God were — 
-— righteous, fhould‘he teach us to value the worth of 
*\ thefe mercies by the wantof them. ~~ 

» Letus confider. how many: miferable: porlins | there 
ate inthe world, and who: it is that maketh us to. 
differ from them ; how many difeafed,.diftrated, des _ 

_ formed, lame, blind, deaf, and dumb-people, there. 
are ;-and how ealy. ithad been for God to have put. 

us in their condition, and them in ours. . The dif- 
ference is not owing to any thing in us: their fins. 
are not greater than ours. . Had.we a.due fenfe of 
- our fins and ill defervings,we tould acknowledge OUR. 

_.  felves unworthy of the leaft of all God’s mercies ; 
we would reckon every common. mercy a fpecial 
- bleffing, and unmerited favor to us,—Again, let us 
take a view of the fainting ficknefs, racking pains, — 
and reftlefs nights of others: Let us look upon our | 
‘fick friends fweatiag and burning under fevers ; let Se 
us hear them groaning and moaning under rong ‘ 
“pain. ‘ Their foul abhors all manner of meat, and 

' they draw near unto the gates of death.” ‘Some- 

times we fee them panting and fainting, and not 

ae able to fpeak a word tous. And whatis the lan- | 
guage ef all this to us? Isit not, that we fhould — 
~ thankfully adore our gracious God, and blefg and. 

_ magnify him, for his diftingufhing goodnefs to us? 
.., Ohow much are we bound to the Lord, that it is 
_ . not fo with us as with others! while " wearifome 
nights are, appointed | to them, and their bones are 
e full of tofling ; all the comforts of thislifeare tate. 
/ -  lefs to them, their friends : are weeping about them, 
} test but cannothelp them: * It is far otherwife with Me, 








[2 eedamay: you fay), my mercies and relations are comm 
Saree eralze: and helpful to me, Trelith my food, my 
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freedom to'réad and pray, meditate and attend the 
public ordinances. Praife the Lord, O my foul ; 
and all that ‘is within me, blefs his holy name. 
Forget net this benefit of health, that is the chief of 
-all-my outward blefings. Some would part. with 
‘all their wordly wealth, ta have fo much’ bodily 
health as ‘T' have. Long have Eundervalaed and 
bi abufed this choice mercy of health: O that I could, — 
_. mourn for: my neglect, and refolve in God’s ftrength 
2 @6" improve wy remaining health; for the ‘praife 
and fervice’of that merciful God! who is the author 
and: prefervet of it ! let me fpend,.and be fpent for 
God, that gives me all my health and ftrength for 
ee glory. “Let me abhor the ingratitude of thofe- -- 
- who employ thé health “which God giveth, in the 
_ > fervice of his enemies’;~-and make a facrifice of it’ 
to the'devil, the: world, and the flefho-- O what» pro- 
~~ adigious: folly are thefé guilty of, who, for favisfying 
their fenfual appetite, do often deprive themfelves of 
- Shealth, whichis in itfelf a'thoufand’ timés of more 
value than all their brutifh: ‘pleafures ; God help me’ 
¥ ‘to’ prize this: brsvegrbles secgte eae, never be pein 
3 macagher tak > 
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: f ere eres 
b. niente ite Make confcience of vifiting your fick fiends a eat 
11g vba pachicrinas tak iGis yous duty and. intereft fo to’ 





, 

| FISITING ofthe fick Te aur scala dactof 
4 the minifters of Chrift’; but likewife. of all 
‘ the members. of Chrift’: for we are allsenjoined to 
. 





‘remember them that are’ in: adverfity; and to fympa- 
thige: ‘with the afflited,.as being ourfelves alfo in 
 ghebody. “To him that is afflided, pity thould be. 
Bs: fheven’ ‘by his friends,” faith Job. And our Lord. 
_ Bives it. as. a character of thofe whom he will own’ 
and acquit at the great day, ‘Matth. xxv. 36. WE 
was fick,and ye vi 2 me.” ‘This is. the way to fe 
be like iis who 1 is the father of mercies, and whofe 
foul ) teved for the piece eens judg Z 











Ri. 


Apiised Many Companion: - wag 22 sf 


with his enemies when they were fick, Pan “xexys 
¥3. 14. atid much more ought we to ville and fy1 
pathize with our fick friends, “To vifit’ the Dae 
perous, and healthy, i is an ad of: courtefy” and ‘civili- 
ty ; but to vifit the. afflicted: and a is’ an agt: 
of charity’ and chriftianity: 
And as itis your duty, fo it 3 is your iiterett and’ 
-gdvantage to vifit thefick, The wife man tells you,. 
‘Ecelef. vit. z.  It-is better to tothe houfe of 
mourning, tharr tothe houfe o! ‘feafting.” 2 King’ 
Joafh went to fee Elifha. in ‘his ficknefs, and wept 
over him ; and he loft:nothing by fo doing, 2° Kings. = 
xilis 14. for he obtained thereby three famous victo- 
ries over the Syrians.» Though it be not warrant-) _ 
able to enquire at the dead; Deut. xviii, 11. yet we 
may leara many wholefome ‘Teffons: from the dying, » lege 
* and even though they be fpeechlefsi. As for ine os 
_- ftance, we may hereby be inftruéted: how to: ‘prize> ~ 
health, mind our own frailty,and provide forthe’ _ 
_ time: of ficknefs.' ‘When we-behold their Rtrength: Bat 
-Yangnifhing, their tongues faultering, their eyés~ 
»  failmg,. their countenance pale # we fhould: think 
with ourfelyés, “ This will be my eafe erelong: the: _ 
hext arrow that death fhoots, may be levclied t 
me : how much is it my concern to: prepare forit !? 
Alfo we may think, what a bitter thing: fin is,-that 
-is the caufe of all thefe pains and diftreffes; and how’* 
tate sat are who love: Soe pont Pleat in it. te : 


























mats complaints of hie ethers aid his rene his 
neglect of duty, and mifpending of precious t me, 
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hii hope n him to'the laft, it doth contribute? to eB: 
qvickening ; and Atengthening: of our. faith) Acright’ 
figh: of dying perfons, >is. a good mean to increafe 
_ the {pitt of grace atid fupplicatisn in us We may* 
fitly alude here to ‘the anfwer which FE. jah | gave to” 
_ Elitha, when he fought’ ‘double portion of his fpirit, : 
2 ‘Kings i ii.'20, “If thou feelt me -when''I am ‘tak-. 
ef from thee, ‘it ‘fhall be fo unto thee.” A’ ‘doubl ie 
. ‘portion“of ‘the {pirit fhall be the allowance of: the 
7 Dis A make Somence et the Ser. 





Brad aout Let she ‘Spletile of th of the fcc! ahd: ‘hole, who vifit’ 


oo, #3 tem, deal faithfally with. them about their fouls.” 


fi ‘ONSIDER; this may be the: lat opportunity® 
S&S ‘you may have’ of doing any thing for your’ 

“gead’s ‘foul. It he* die,’ he is fixed. in his everlaft-° » 
-) ang Rate; fo that. ali advices and» counfels ‘then will 
tbe fruitlefs, It is now, ornever; you muft exert your-- 
elf for your friend’s, advantage 5 there is no’ knowl- 
eae nor wifdom in the grave, to’ whichyhe is going,” 
God's” ‘loving-kindnefs. cannot’ be declared \in the’ 
“grave; nor’ his” faithfulnefs” in-deftruction,” Pfal, -: 
— ocwviil. 11: Now isthe proper timefer doing good 
to your neighbor’s fouls: When affliction opens the 
= ear to difcipline, :be« careful to drop’ in--wholefome | 
- gn ftrudtions into. it 5: and when (the ‘heart is made 
-wender by ficknefs, it is a fit feafon’ for good counfel 
40 make imipreflions, on <it., Let. the opportunity 
B Bree be. improved with faithfulnefs and prudence. 
Gas “And, i in order thereto, obferve the following advices. 
- . 4 J. Labor to. know: the fick man’s fpiritual condi- 
oS Bpoccitisons en applications ek be fuirable there+~ 
anton? The knowledge of the difeafe. is previoufly 
ae “requifite unto the cur i ‘as the miflake of a phyf- 
iat about aman ’s difeafe may be as dangerous as 
«the diicafe- jitfelf; fo here it is highly dangerous: 1D: 
ee vmiftake the cafe of the fick man’s foul ; for ther len- 

- itives may be applied, when corrofives are ‘ne ah ‘i 
ae promiles ‘may be adminiltred, when threatni 
or ro ne: Darel sien yah ee, 
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Bui meee of flattering the fick Ath aain a Hopes | 
of life, . when he: is. more likely “to die ; 3 left he be 
thereby tempted to delay. or flacken his preparation. 
for another world. ‘It 4s ‘fit that plainnefs be ufed 
with refpect to his Baath that he. may be quickened 
_to his work. es 
JIL. The fick “perfon. i is: to be. admonifhed and _ ae 
. told, that ficknefs comes not by chance, nor. by fe- 
cond caufes merely; but by the wife direétion an 
fpecial. providence of God: that. fometimes God 
mites, out of difpleafure' for fin, and for the ne 
ner’s corredtion and amendment; and. fomet! 
for the trial-and exercile of his peoples graces; that — 
‘. the tharpeft affliGions fhall work together for ¢ ood a 
to them that love’ God, and are. rightly. exercifed un- 










. - der God’s hand : that tt is.a great mercy toafinner, 


_eatechifed and inftruéted in the principles « of 












‘when God by his rod gives him | warning and fpace 
to repent, and flee to. the blood of fprinkling, and to 
try to God for. pardon ; and doth’ hot fnatch him 
out of the world by. ‘a fadden death. | Jpon wh hich fen 
account the voice of the rod thould be “carefull Se 
-harkened to, and thankfully obeyed. ; 3 
IV. If the fick perfon beignorant, he is to be 





te cae concerning his ioe and a 


Sei eset ‘its of chaenen “gy ie ae th. 8 
_fuch queftions as thefe : 1ft, Doyou pe ot nee 
the Father, Son, and holy Gh aft; 0 ‘th 
eee the. ‘maker and $ overnor of t 
. Do you believe that Jéfu ‘Chrift, w Aig fir. ou 
~ Mature, obeyed the law, died on thie Crofs tate feos 
pod Pag and afcended : ‘£0. “heaven, is the 
o n ¢ ‘and the. only. Savionr of finners 
“you be that: you are a! 
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: Agent fins ; : “and that you Haire’ broken: Gad’s' hély 
commandments i in thoughs, words, and deeds, and 
for. fo. loing, . -do -deferve God’s avrath both in 
this life and that which.is to come? 4thly, Are you. 
"truly grieved and forry for breaking’ God’slaw, nez- 
leGing his worfhip, mifpending your time, and pur- 
#aing the vanities of the world? . And would you 
. do as you have done, or live otherwife, \if you were 





: Ee, begin. your life again ? 5¢h/y, How do you think | 


- to get your guilt removed, your fins. pardoned, and 
-your.peace made up with God? Are you defirous 
from your heart to be reconciled to God through 
Jets Chrift, the bleffed peace-maker? 6rh/y, Do you 
heartily approve of the goipel method. of reconcilia- 
tion, by the righteoufnefs and facrifice offered up by 
the Lord Jefus Chrift as yeur furety, in your name 
~ and ftead? And is your foul defirous to. choofe and 


5 - aecept of Chrift for. your mediator and Saviour, in 
“all. his offices, of prophet, prieft, and. king? thly, 
Ae Do you renounce all confidence in any other, all de- 


pendence on-your own duties and righteoufnels, 


a — and put: your. whole truft and confidence in Chrift, 


7 and. the merits of his: blood, faying, «Whom have I 
| gn heaven but thee ?, and ‘iste is none on -earth 
_- that I defire- befides thee.” Do you believe that 
there is,no falvation in any other.; and that there is 


mo name under heayen whereby you can be faved, 
But Jefus Chriftt only? 8¢hly, Do we -defire to be 
- wholly renewed and fanétified by virtue of Chrift’s 

aye ‘Blood, and to fhew forth the reality of-your faith by 





rood works: and a holy life for the time you have ~ 
to. livei inthe world? And, as an evidence thereof, 
are “you, willing to reftore what you have taken 
. wrongfully from any, and to forgive alt wrongs 


Be done ‘to you by any, and to caft out all malice or 


tred you have borne to any, and afk forgivenefs 


: 3 af any. you. have injured ? othly, Do you believe 








that Chrift is coming at the laft_day to judge all. = i 
ve world, both the quick and the dead, whon “he f hall 
ae asso aile from. the « eaYere ocean! ve body 
Tape. [4 ating ; : ee eevee a ‘Be sam 
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ghall rife with the refit? 1othly, Do you believe the | 
immortality of the foul, and its living ina f 
ftate after death, and that the fouls of alitve 3 
immediately pafs into glory; where they ‘hall be 
ever with the Lord? 

V. In dealing with the fick you are to epee 
betwixt the precious and the vile, and make a dif- 
ference betwixt the converted and the unconverted. 
And feeing different applications are retquifite, you 
are, according to your knowledge, to ftudy to fuit™ 
your counfels, admonitions and prayers, to their ftate 
and condition ; not ufing the fame words to the 
ungodly as you ufe to the godly, left you flatter 
them with ill grounded hopes:that: their flate is fafe, 
while they are ftrangers to a work of regeneration. - 
That great truth is'to be declared to all, that, is 
lefs, a emai be born again, he cannot fee the king 
dom of God.” O it is dangerous to {peak Pee se 
where God fpeaks war. ie 

VI. lf the fick perfon feem to be ae or have not 
a due fenfe of his fins; endeavors muft be ufed to 
convince him of the guilt, pollution, and danger of 
them, in order'to his humiliation. Prefumptuons. “at 
finners are not to be flattered, left we betray their - 
fouls into eternal ruin, and fo their blood be equ. 
at our hand. No fond love, no flavith fear, mult 
keep us from telling them the hazard of their pre- 
fent ftate. The fecure confcience muft be awakened 
to fee ‘the demerit of fin, and the terriblenefs of thea > 
juftice of a fin-revenging God, before whom no 
Chriftlefs imipenitent finer can ftand : this is necef- 
fary inorder to a finner’s difcovering his loft cafe in 
_ himfelf, and his fleeing to Chrift for refuge. TRE Ss, 
-God’s method, firft to caft down the foul before he 
lift it up ; to plow the heart by Ce, before he. 
eat int : feed of confolation. apt 
© VIS If the fick perfon hath Rudied is tale ‘up. g 
rightly, but is at prefent difcouraged’upon account of 
fharpnefs of the rod, Satan’s. temptations, the ai 
oe alge fear of ot or the “see ; then fnitable 
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countels, refolutions, and comforts, are to be-tendér- 
ed, in order to his fettlement and fupport. ‘Partic- 
"ularly hemay be told, that fharp.rods are no-wife in- 
confiltent with divine love; nay, frequently, they. 
area fign ofit: foras flanding waters turn corrupt, 
becaufe they have no current ; and thefe who are not 
poured from veflel to veffel, their tafle remains and 
their {cent is not. changed: therefore, God, in order. 
to take away the fcent of the corrupt nature from us, 
is pleafed to change us from ftate to flate, by crofles. 
and ficknefs, to falvation. And as Noah’s Ark, the 
higher it was tofled -with the flood, the nearer it 
mounted towards heaven ; fo the fanctified foul, the 
more itis exercifed.with affliction, the nearer it is lift- 
«ed towards. God. Again, it is proper to fet before 
‘him the freenefs and fulnefs of God’s grace, the fuf- 
ficiency .of righteoufnefs_in Chrift, and his rich and 
_ gracious offers in, the gofpel, by sehich we are aflur-. 
ed, that all who repent and believe with all their heart 
in God’s. mercy through Chrift, renouncing their own 
; righteoufneds, fhall SE perith.in their fins, but ‘have 
4 fe and falvation in him ; and that believers in Chrift 
Ee affur ed. of vi&tory.over Satan, death, and all their 
* enemies, becaufe Chrift their head. hath by his crofs 
on conquered t the devil, unftinged death, triumphed o- 
P ver the grave, and ee. victory for all his mem- 
bers. So. that neither life nor death, principalities. 
_ nor powers, fhall be able fo feparatethem, from God? sj 
; love in Chrift. Ainge ey 
Y tk ‘age a fick man ie fo tempted ay teoubleds in. 
3 “con fc ence, t that he is in hazard.of defpairing of God’s, 
"mercy 5, it is neceffary to inform him of the greatnefs 
: ge infinicenefs of God’s mercy, that the moft.notori~ 
2 ous “finners have beef pardoned, and faved by: it, and, 
itis. ALT offered i in. the gofpel to the vileft of finners. | 
Though God forefaw. all the fins which the world, - 
would commit, yet thefe did not hinder’. him from 
loving the. world. fo, that he gave his only: begotten. 
“Son to death, to fave as many as would believe‘an: 
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God from loving’ his foul,and forgivinghis fins, when 
he fincerely defites to repent and believe. _The cry’ 

é fhidie of Sodom) eat ne er ick higher ee unto 
heaven, Gen. x1x. 13. “fe David affures us, Pial. 
eviii. 4. that the mercy of God is great, and reach- 
es higher than the heavens, fo that it overtoppeth 
the greateft of all our fins. If the mercy of God be 
greater than all his works, it mult furely be greater 
‘than all our fins.—Again, lay before him the in- 
‘finite virtue of Chrift’s blood s why ? it is not the 
blood of a mere man, but the blood of God, Aas. xXx. 
28. And are there any fins fo great, or guilt fo 
heinous, but the blood of God.can wath away? This . 
was godly Cranmer’s fupport that day he fuffered 
martyrdom, when his fin of renouncing the Pretef- 
tant do@rine ftared him in the face: * “Surely. (faid 
he) God was made flefh, and fhed his blood, not for 
lefler fins only, but for greater fins alfo.’” “Hes was. 

fadly difcouraged, and wept abundantly, till he eyed 

this meritorious blood : and then he took heart and — 

died with courage. this price was fo great, th: 

it could have merited pardon for the fins of all the 
devils in hell, as well as of all the men on arth, 
though every one of them had been red as cri: 
. Yea, the leaft drop of this blood is of more m Ge 

_ procure the mercy.of Gad for our falvation, than al 
_ our fins can be of force to provoke the wrat 
for our damnation ; why, the greatelt of our 

but the fins of a man, but the lealt drop. of Chris 
blood is the blood of God. ras 
Moreover, Let him be. pat in mind of the willing. 

nels -and readinefs of our Redeemer to receive all , 

finners that came to him in the. days of his flefh, 

though driven to him by ficknefs.and affi€tion : fo 
that he newer put any of them away without their er- 
rand, that came crying for mercy. Nay, he many 

_ times fought out objeds for his mercy, that | were not 

-. thinking of comin tohim, as fhewed before. » Ob-" 

a ‘ferve t e gentlenels of our wr Lord’s eke 2 to Judas 
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Giniis in.calling him Friend, after his moft treach- 
Tous dealing, Matth. xxvi. 50. i 0 iend, (faid he}, 
wherefore art thou come? Had wretched Judas 
laid hold on the word Friend, out of the mouth of 
Chrift, as Benhadad did the word Brother from. the 
‘auth: of Akiab ; doubtlefs Judas fhould have found 
the God of aa more merciful than Benhadad found: 
the king of Ifrael. 

_Lafily, Let him confider, that to aan: of God's 
pay, caft the greateft difhonor upon the divine 
‘Majelty, andis a fin more heinous than all the fins 
‘which we have before committed : why, it doth 
charge the great God.as guilty of perjury, who hath 
folemnly fworn, that he defires not the death of a fin. 

"ner, but rather that he fhould repent and live, Ezek. 
ot EN Vi God was more difpleafed with Cain for 
. defpairing of his mercy, than for murdering his bro- 
ther; and with Judas for hanging himfelf, than for 
betraying his Mafter: why, becaufe that by their 
defpair they would make the fins of mortal men 
— preal er. as the infinite mercy of the eternal God. 
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| Damen, 1. Be earneht in, prayer to God is agi hate 
ae when ! fick or dying. Pray with them and for them. . 


. Py REQUENTLY fick perfons are fo difquieted 
“f°. with pain and trouble, that they are out of cafe. 
me ‘fo pray for themfelves, and therefore they have the 
he more need of the prayers of others. David fafted 
and prayed for his enemies whenthey were fick, Pfal. 
xx. 13. much more ought we. to pray: for Our 
( ro in that tap ENG ie ney need o1 ur Bays 


eae ta5S 


3 Lapeesble Bonaiuon, to po to thei r an home, 

hat place Wherein, they mult avide for ever. 

! ye. Cae are in the land of prayer, and ‘itis now oF 

Pe never, that: you mult pray and beg mercy, for. bitte, ae 
When. their, life is. gone, they go from the Ja ee ot 
Brae and are fixed in that place whence the thal 

ever remove ; then all your. prayers ae cri 

i Seen ites vain Ai your friend be a fa ge 
‘pity aad teal 4 i che SE SMC te roe 72 fy oe a) 
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toChrif, ie is on the ‘print of hell, and knows it 
not; and will you not cry to God to open his eyes, 
and "fave him from falling into that devouring pit, - 
out of which there is no redemption ? > You would be 
willing to fit up a whole night for the relief of his 
"body ? and will you not fpend a part ofa night for 
the good of his foul, that isa thoufand times more 
valuable ? Now the queftion is, whether this pre- 
cious foul fhall be Chrift’s or the devil’s for ever? 
And ‘when will you wreftle for your if 
you.doit not now? If the fick perfon be. 5 ¢ 
of God, you may pray with him with the more com. 
fort, and expeétation to be heard. You may, in 
that cafe, fend the fame meflage by prayer to Chrilt, 
that the fifter of fick Lazarus did, John xi ae 
« Lord, behold, he whom thou lovett, Gees ” Lord 
pity him, somone him, abate his diftemper, and re= 
lieve him from it if it be thy will : if not, grant him : 
thy gracious preftnce and fafe condué through the 
jordan of Sea and a happy landing. in the Canaan i 
of glory. . mye Eye 
We: are told, tee the ] prayers. of the righteo ou 9 1n 
fach cafes, doth, avail. much, James v. 16. A 
this to encourage: us to. pray. ‘onefor another. . 
ever be the fick perfon’s condition, fuch confeflions 
and petitions as thele polloung ney, be made : 
prayer. for him") os 


at Y ‘Petitions for the Soke. 
= ORD, thou frit breathed i into man ‘the ih 
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| of life : fered ge hy Pawar that pe hy. 





s 











es 












hs £ a ley ae Maat we are. at 
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dite pars, pains, death, and hell itfelf, are the iflues 
thereof.’ Be merciful to the fick perfon under thy 
hand ; difcover to him his fins, and the caufe why 
thou contendet with him. Make him fee that he is 
loft in himfelf, and wholly unable to fatisfy the de- 
miarids of offended juftice ; and do.thou reveal Chrift 
to his foul for righteoufnels and life. O give him 
thy holy Spirit to create and firengthen faith, that 
he may lay hold on Chrift as offered in the gofpel ; 
work in him the grace of true repentance. Enable 
"him to fearch his heart, and try his ways, fo as he 
- may difcover every accurfed thing every Achan in 
the camp, that hath provoked the Lord againft him. 
_ When thou putteft him in the furnace, be pleafed to 
 ftand by it, and overfee the metal while it is melting 
in. Pry hitn as’filver is tried, and bring him out 
purified, and let him lofe nothing i in the furnace but 
his drofs. “Remove his fins from thy prefence as far 
_ / as eaft is from the welt, that they may never trouble 
: his confcience, nor rife in judgment againft his foul. 
: However bitter the cup. may be, let it be medicinal 
to eure all the difeafes of hisfoul. O that thefe af- 
 @iGions, which are but for a moment, may work for 
: him a fan more exceeding and eternal meio of glo- 
es BE , through Jefus Chrift the purchafer ! 
_ Look down from heaven, the habitation of thy ho- 
Ametey “behold his affli@ion and his pain, and forgive 
all his fin. Shew fuch pity tohimas a father doth 
rte? his child, and lay no more upon him than heisa- 
ble; to bear. Lord, give patience and ftrength an- 
fwerable to the burden of trouble thou halt as on 
es him, — In time of his weaknefs, u hold him b y thy 
. firength. | Relievehis wants ath hy infinite fulnefs. 
‘Lord, thou knoweft his frame, and remembereX that 
he is duft; fave him from extremity of trouble ; el 
‘ther abate his pain, or increafe his patience tO en 
dure wh nat thou meafureft. out to him. Give him — 
- evidences of all the graces of an Pia mesos: ae 
cg him again all the ft 22 vi d temp 
7 uae ; a 7 | 
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world, and fet his affeGions on things btiahe —Lord), 
make’ ufe of this chaftifement. of his body as a medi-. 
cine to cure his foul, by drawing his foul, that is fick, 
of fin, to thyfelf.. O enable him in a penitent be- 


lieving manner to come by. repentance to Chrift his: 


foul-phyfician, to get it healed of a its: tnaladies.. 
Sanctify His. ficknefs, and let the fruitof at beto purge 
away his fin. . 

If God fhall be pleated” to y add to oe days, bl efs all 
means of his recover. Remove the difeafe ; renew. 
his ftrength both outward and inward ;, heal his foul — 
as well as his body.. And enable him to walk tend- 
erly before God, and carefully to remember and per- 
form fach vows and promifes of obedience as men 
are apt to make in time of ficknefs.. 

If God hath determined to finith his dave by ‘oe 





nal life, as may caufe his inward man to ie renewed, — 
while his. outward man decayeth ; that. he may. 
meet death without fear, caft himfelf wholly on 
Chriff without doubting, and defire to be diffolved, — 
that he may for ever be with Jefus Chrift.—I 






make his laft works better than: his Era, and th ; . ue 3 


of his death better than the day of his birth. Mz Uke 

his laft words his bef words, his. Tat oughly 
beft thoughts, and his laft hour his bet hour. 
let him. die the death of the righteous, | and 
laft end be like his.’ Let the eyes of his foul. be, 
opened to fee his fins and_ his Saviour, before. the» 
eyes of his body be fhut by death. . Take away the: | 
fting of death, the guilt of fin, ‘that he 1 1y walk. 
through the. valley of the fhadow of death, and Ae 








- no evil. Oper thou his lips, that his mouth may 


fhew_ forth thy. praife, before he go. to. . the place, of 


~ filence. And when his ftrength doth { fail, andhis © 
Ghat is ee eee ds, let the blood ee 





heaven and let thy 1 
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let hi | 


-prefent vifitation ;. let him find fuch evidence of the A : 
pardon. of his fits, of his intereft in Chrift, andeter-"  — 
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fight of his eyes doth fail him, let the ayes of his: 
faith be ftrengthened, that his foul (with Stephen. 
at his death} may behold Jefus Chrift in heaven 
ready to receive him.. Lord, ftand by him in his 
laft confli@ with his enemies, Satan and death, that 


He may overcome both, and be more than a con- 


queror through Chritt that hath loved him. Into 


_. thy hands we commiend his fpirit.. 


| Lord, teach us who do furvive, by tig and oie 
‘ke daily: {pectacles of our mortality, to fee how. 


frail and uncertain our condition is, and fo to num- 
ber our days, that we may ferioufly apply our hearts 
to heavenly wifdom,. through Jefus Chrift, Amen. 





Direct. V. Be carand to furnifh your feienls with fuitable’ 

. company, ana! cami! converte, when they are Bee or 
 Oyibg. ie Oy 

“A Ss worldly danse: eee ive are great. 

(hindrances, fo fpiritual company and converfe 





‘are fpecial helps. to the fick and dying. Now, iiae., * 


the friends of the fick may prevent the one, and 


provide the other, tet. the Sohenmg, advices be ae 
‘ era ake ‘tgs 


af, Mind’ your. ‘friends timeoufly to. ‘Hake their 


lig and difpateh the fettlement of their worldly 
affairs, that fo they may not be difturbed at the 


Jaf, nor any wife diverted from their main work, by 
thoughts or difcourfes about the world. “A mind 


- abftracted from the world i isa moft fuitable difpofi- 


. tion for. a dying man, You cannot carry the . 


nt +o 1 
; of oe ues ‘aps oli Apeedit r to 


" - oe ay + 
te Ae Bla Tee ee Tea sig Nanay ot 


eae. Se ter, eS ¥ 4. a 9 


3 things of this. world with fae when you go. hence 5 me 


and it ‘is Not. a ee thopld Cary, Hy, ie sib of 


a 





Vi 4 Go een! company ‘fom’ ‘hem: as. much’ 


as pollible, and ‘all thefe that would divert. them by = 


idle or worldly difcourfe. It is both impertinent > t 


and cruel, to throw in fuch, impediments in | 
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sy, Do what you can to get faithful minifters and’ 
soulye Chriftians to be much about‘ them, who are 
fib to inftru@ amd,counfel them about their foul’s 
matters, and alfo to pray with. them and for them. 
_ .athly, Be often minding your. fick friends of their 
chief. work, and thefe things which belong unto their | 
peace. Whatever be their ftate, whether gracious: 
or gracelefs, iti is-proper-to be minding them, 1. Of 
the vanity and emptinefs of the world, that can nei- . 
ther give cafe to the body, nor comfort to the fouls 
when - either of them is-in-trouble.. a. Of the finful-- 
nefs. of fin, which is the fpring of all difeafes and mif 
eries: whatever. 3. Of the precioufnefs and ufeful-- 
nefs. of Chri to-a-finner in’ ail cafes and efpecially 
ata: dying hour.. 4 O£€ the thexprefiible felici a. 
believers in. Chrift after. death,.&<. - - 
Laftly, Ifyou think: yourfelves not ‘able to sinftrnd me 
or advife your fick friends as they fland in needs. 
then read fome good book to them, that may be fuitz 
able to the condition of their fouls ; and if you have * 
not a fitter ‘at hand, read fome chapters oridirecs 
tions of this book to them, as you may fee moft prop: 
er for them. But above all books, read tothe fick* 
\ le holy feriptures,: particular chapters and Pfalmé — ‘ 
there, fuch-as the three laft chapters of Gen. the lat 
‘chapter of Deuteronomy, the 17th chapter of the rft 
book of Kings, and’ 2d chapter of the 2d book of © 
Kings, the r4th and- roth: chapters. of Job, the — 
Pfalms of David ; and. particularly the 6th, the.2 ads 
asth; 30th, 38th, 4itt, 42d,. goth, sift, 7rft, 73d — 
q7th, 88th, 89th, goth, 103d, 116th, 118th 130th; ap 
‘142d, 443d, and feveral other Pfalm.——the 12th, ee a 
chapter of Ecclefiafes ; the.38th, 53d, 54th, and — 
 gsth, Ifaiah ; the three laft. chapters: of Luke ;_ ‘the: . 
math, 15th, 6th, ith and zoth: chapters of John ; ty apie 
¢.18th chapter of the Romans; the 15th chapter: 
{t Cor.—the sth of the 2d Corinthi—-the: 4t o 
eff. —the Wdeen: aath of Lug) —the Ahre ee 
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‘Diaser, hi Be Siebvite fuitably concerried* for the bodies of 
4 _ your friends, when they are fick: 





f Fyou would eviderice a fuitable concern Nor them, 
then you muft deal tenderly and compaffionately 
edt them in: their ficknefs, bear with ther impa- 
tence and fretting, -weary. not of them, nor grudge 
at the trouble they put you to: : for fhortly you your- 
‘$elves may be in'the like cafe, when you fhall be as. 
great a trouble to: othiers, as vais friends are-now to 
ee es 
“Again, it ts neceitiiey to’ 5 etnploy” phiynctaa and 
ufe the beft_ means for the recovery of your friend’s 
. Health: The means indeed muft not be trufted to: 
in{tead’ of God, but ufed in fubferviency to him, who- 
hath appointed’ them, and can‘enly give fuccefs to 
them. We mutt beware ef Afa’s fin, that fought to 
the phyficians, and not to the Lord; Let us neither 


Se ee Pe renee ry Se ree rd ee pent een 


ae 
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take food nor phyfie without pares to aed for his 
~. thereupon. seep 


it 


Drarcr. Vi. When the Saket of your deltions ‘of neigh- 
- bors doth iffue in death, fludy a chriftian and fuitable be= 
- : J _ havior under fuch a difpenfation; 





‘THEN 2a parent loofeth a promifing: child, oe 
_¥ Va child loofeth a loving parent,. or when 
death deprives us of any near relation, it is a fpeak- 
ing and trying providence ; and’ we have much need: 
| (of grace ‘and: counfel from. God 'to carry aright. un 
i rai it. Let us obferve thefe advices... 

I. +Itis neceflary in fuch: a-cafe, that we have a: 

; eeadier fenfe and: feeling’ of God’s afflifing hand. 
_ There are two extremes which wemuftequally avoid,. 
giz. to make light of the ‘death: of relations ; and to’ 
be ‘exceflively. grieved on that account... God will 
: have us neither to defpife his rod; nor to faint unde 
a Heb. xii. 5 God i is ifpleatetl: with thofe that ar 
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<<od will have ns to feel his hand, teenquire intothe — 
meaning.of the-rod,. and) fearchfor thefe fins that. 
~ have provoked God. to fmite us. It.is a fign of 
naughty, felfifh, and. unchrigian fpirit, to be uncon- 
cerned for the death of friends : and: atis: much. more. 
fo in children, who have a fecret fatisfaGion in the 
death of parents,.becaufe of the worldly. riches of li- 
berty which they getthereby. . God ufeth to follow. 
this wicked temper. with his ‘heavy judgments. even 
in this life. 

EL Confider, that God is calling you, by ihe 
death of others, to keep up. lively and lating impref-. 
fions of death and eternity upon your fpirits. God 
knoweth how advantageous.it would:be for men fo - 
to do; and therefore he fets.frequent foe@acles of 
mortality. before their eyes for this.end. But fuch. 
ds the corruption and earthlinels OF our minds, that — 
we foon forget the thoughts - of death. When we — : 
_ fee our friends in the pangs of death, or laidi in’ the 4 

rave, it ftrikes-us with fome fear BH concern, foe 1500) 
oink. that one day this willbe our own cafe; but 
‘no-fooner is the dead interred, and the grave All dye 
‘ap again, than all thefe ferious thoughts begin te 
~-vanifh, and men return to their fins and pleafures 
as before. Ah, what folly is this! Should not. men 
always keep alive the ferious.¢ thoughts of ‘death neh, 
a future ftate?) Are awe-not always alike, etl ng 
‘Are we not.as liable to death’s arreft at ot 
as when examples are before our eyes? 

II, When God takes away your shilgsess on ree 
dations, let-it draw your hearts and affections more: 
towards God and. things above.. As when a. fhep-: ee 
herd taketh up.in his arms. a lamb ofthe f ock;. the: *h 
ewefolloweth him.ofther-own accord, and willnot, 
Acase.: him. fo when the great thepherd. of the 
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make you run to the good: fhepherd, abide with’him,* 
and keep clofe by: the footfteps of the: flock, and ‘be- 
ware of ftraying in-thefe paths wherein deftroyers go. 
When God'taketh from you ‘thefe-relations whom 
you dearly loved, he ealls you to take: your love off 
the fading creature. and fet'it on the eternal Creator; 
when the ‘weak branch ‘is lopt off, then‘clafp ‘to'the’ 
body of the tree, which will not fail you. “ 

-IV. In fuch trials, {tudy a humble -and patient. _ 
Mabroition to the will of God, who in his fovereign’ 
wifdom arid pleafure hath taken your ‘child cr- friend 
from you. “Remember who hath done it; even he, 
_-who- “gave all-men their'lives, and hath the abfolute 
power -and right ‘to difpofe «of merti’s lives as he 
. thinks beft. If: “your: fellow-creature do any thing 
that difpleafeth you, you may both afk who did it,’ 
why he did fo? But when'God doth any ‘thing to 
you, you- ‘mutt remember he is the Potter, and you 
are the clay; and that-he may make or mar his 
| ‘clay veflele, yea, break them in pieces at ‘his pleaf- 
ure ;.and “ there is none can ftay his hand, or fay 
to him;! awhat doft thou? be fill, and dow that i 
am God,’ a Peal. xlvi, LO. The matter ots a family 


ig he faffors Nate to” ‘blolfom 5 priate We meatier 
anere Ke green fruit, fometimes he: flays till they be ripe, 
and every body thinks he ‘may do with his own — 
_ what he pleafeth ; and fhall not the almighty God 
have liberty much more to difpofe of all that grows 
- in his own territories at his pleafure ? The mafter of 
the family hath not created the ‘trees and plants ‘of 
his garden; but God hath'made and fathioned “all - 
the children of ‘men “with his. almighty hava ees 
ot is the fenfe of this fovereign tight and domin=. | 
anee sale of God ‘over his creatures, that hath ; 
people to be filent under the greateft loffe 
Aaron when he. loft his two iia af 








Ate ae ‘ftroke, Atisiel fie lof h 
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month, becanfe it was a fovereign God that didit. 
So holy Job, when he loft all his children by one 
blow, patiently. fabmits to this. abfolute Lord, Job. 
i; 21. * The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken id 
away } blefled be thename of the Lord.” Jebknew 
that God’s relation to them was far nearer than his, 

-and his right to difpofe of them was indifputable. 
It was a holy and excellent fpeech of that honora- _ 
ble perfon, lord Bupleflis, at the death of his only - 
fon; I could not have borne this from a st 
but Ican from God? i 

V. Guard againit immoderate grief and creadiva 
forrow tor the death of children: or néar relations; 
for:thisis finful and offenfive to God. Now, grief 
is finful and immoderate, when it makes you grudge 
at God’s difpenfation, murmur at his will, turn ~~ 
unthankful to him for the.mercies*you enjoy, over- 
look all bypaft favors, and lament.a temporal more 
than a {piritual lofs. Alas! there are many who 
can bewail a dead friend far more than a dead Heart). 
and the lofs-of a child'‘more than the lofs of God’s) 
countenance. Now, for preventing this egcellive . 

- forrow, confider thefe things. ; ) 
rf, If you be Chriftlefs andi impenitent, youh 

reafon to blefs God that the,ftroke was not at yor 
own life, for then you had been eternally miferab’ 

and without hope. What is the’ temporal lof ee 
child, to the eternal lofs of thine own foul? Oit is. 
far'better to be childlefs and friendlefs. on. earthy | 
than to be hopelefs and remedilefsin hell. 
2dly, Confider how little ground you have to 
phaint ‘of any lofs or Rtroke you ‘Meet with on ea 





are vegas caufe t6 be thankful hat he pile nO 
“hilated” you and your relations both long er 
ig he hath as ‘Loot a domnmion’ to reduc 
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xvii. 6. “ O houfe of Ifrael, cannot I do shih yow 
as this potter? faith. the Lord.” Nay, he hatha 
greater right to deal fo with us, than a ‘potter.with. 
His veilel, for God hath-contributed .all to'his crea- 
ture that it hath; but the potter never made the — 
clay which is the fubltance of the velfel, nor» the wa- 
ter that is needful to make it traGable. - All that 
.. the potter doth, is only to mould the clay into fuch 
a fhape; befides the potter’s' body is no better than 
_ . the clay she makes his veflel of; may, perhaps that 
very clay might once have been fome part of the 
body of a man as good.as the potter himfelf. » Now, 
- {hall the pottér have fuch abfolute power over that 
which is fo near alike to him; and fhall not. God 
have it over that which is infinitely diftant from him? 
‘That word, Dan. iv. 345 35+ “ The Moft High doth 
according to his will,”’ 1s. enough to filence the. mur- 
_- murings of allmen under ftrokes and loffes. 
Bee tay Te you eye the hand-of God, as-moft juft-and 
| ee righteous i in what you have met with, you have no 
good eround to complain. “ Have younot procur- 
ed. all: “this to yourfelf 7” Is not God-moft juft in all 
that. hz th come ‘apon you? Nay, if you confider 
your fins, and God’s abfolute dominion over: you, 
= you -muft own he might have dealt with you,in a 
| -fmarter way: than he hath done; inftead. of one afflic 
Mae 
tion, youmight have. had a! thoufand. iar 434 
-, 3. Look to the mercy that is mixed heh, thetod, | 
le Te ; a wonder that this great Sovercign, » who is. fo 
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who have been moft eminent, you have no reafon to 
grudge at your lofs. You have one child dead, but 
Aaron (who is called the faint of the Lord, Pal - 
evi. 16.) had two at a ftroke ; nay, Jobs whom God _ 
commends above all the faints i in his day; had all 
his children flain by one blow, and both thefe emi- 
nent faints had thefe loffles by an immediate and ex- 
traordinary ftroke from God. Some godly parents 
have feen their children live to prove {eandals to re- _ 
ligion, and a grief of mind ‘to themfelves, and would 
have thought it a mercy if God had taken them 
away when young. -Say not then, there is no -for- 
row like your forrow ; for the cup which many othe. 
ers have drunk, hath’ had more hag! tee eee 
in it than yours. i i 

diy, Confider that ascelive Sree cannot heber “3 
your cafe, it may well make it worfe. If you Qrug- 
gle and contend under God’s hand, you a& a foolith 
part ; as a bullock unaccuftomed to the yoke, that 
by his flruggling galls his neck, and makes the yore 
the more uneafy : or like a bird fluttering in a net, 
that, inftead of freeing, doth the more entan sle itfe f 
Thus by immoderate forrow and fretting under the | 
ftroke, you fin'the more againtt God, a ie your 
burden the moreheavy.. eee 

-qthlyy Remember the tranfadions of ee Ou 
God i inthe day'thou enteredit into covenant witl 
When thou faweft’ thyfelf on the brink of hell, and 
burden of fin prefling thee down, and: no’ ‘hope 100, 
thee but in Chrift; then your cry was, ‘none bug > 
Chrift : take children, relations, riches, and all thin i e 
ina world from me, and give me Chrift. I give up 
_ myfelf, and all [ have, to be difpofed at thy pl eaf 

thy will, Lord, fhall be my will, &e.. Now, € 
taking thee at thy word, and trying thy fincerity 
. . what ‘thou faidft and profeffedtt to him fo folem: 
. He hath difpofed of thy dear relation as ple: 
: O believer dolt thou ane the bargain. ? Wo 


+ oe 


take wc again ? Wukiase Si is YY oe: j 
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‘ed fabnaith 10n te. the will of Gots and thy: seen 
wontentment win all his difpofals 2: . 
stnlyy Do thea not believe tl vat a covenanted 
God is better to thee than all the friends in the: 
world? cannot God foon make up thergreate!t lots 
to thee, if thou turn to him by prayer, and! pour out 
- thy heart and forrows in his. bofom ? what are the 
workd’s comforts to: God’s comforts ? -a:fmile of | 
God's facein pray er, can foon fweeten thy biteer 
cup, and: make. thee forget all thy forrows; .Pfalt 
_xciv. 1g. Inthe multitude of my thoughts avithin 
sie, thy comforts delight my foul.’” .. The author of 
the fulfilling of the fcriptures tells us-of one Patrick 
Macilwra ,aneminent-faint, in the weft of Scotland, 
who having ‘lott his dear'and only fon, got to his 
rr ootet, and there poured out his foulto the Lord. 
Pa hen: he ‘came out to his. friends at length, whe 
were waiting to comfort him, and*fearing how he 
a seaele take fuch a heavy flroke,*he returned from 
Saas pray er. with.a cheerful countenance; -and.told -fome 
sees «fii friends who afked him the reafon of his cheer-. 
fulness, “that he had got that in his retirement 
=> awith the lord, that to have it afterwards renewed, 
em ‘he would be content. to lofe a fon every day.” 
Beets Gihly, Serioufly confider that you aye but a few 
cht oars journey behind him for whom you mourn, and 
that you will quickly overtake him, and be with him 
icunee This allayed David's forrow for his child, 
\ > gSam. adie 23. 1 fhall go to him.” | It is our ex- 
- pecing, to live here, to enjoy the comfort of relations 
that commonly makes us grieve fo much for. their 
»; for if we looked on. ourfelves as men that 
- to.di in afew days we would not be fo trou- 
on Pas sash, that are gone seeiaset ae 
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every. true chriftian to be in heaven : ca will you 
grieve, becaufe God bath taken your relations thith- _ 
er, where you defire to be yourfelf : above all things ? >” 
As Chritt faid to his difciples before his death, John 
xiv. 28, “If ye loved me you would rejoice becaufe 
Igo unto the father: fo, if your departed friend 
could fpeak to you from heaven, he would fay “ If. 
ye loved me with a pure fpiritual. love ye would 
rejoice that I'am gone to my Father, where’ I am 
more happy than you can poflibly conceive of me.” 

Obje?. “Had I ground to think that any friend 

is gone to heaven, it would eafe me; but, alas, t fear 

it is otherwife.” 

» Anfw. 1. It doth not Bele @ to us to dive into” 
the eternal ftate and condition of thefe that are gone. 
_off the ftage. Thefe fecret things belong to pee ape 
who exercifeth his.mercy or jultice towards fon i 
according to his fovereign will. : 

2. Suppofing the worit, you ought to bint © 
the incontrolable’ fovereignty of God who hath 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he 
will he hardeneth. _“ He is of one mind an 
can turn him ?” The Lord cut off Aaton’s tw 
in the very a& of fin and rebellion againft him, 
yet Aaron held his } peace, and fo ought. you. © 

3. Whatever be the lot of others hereafter, you~ 
have reafon to be thankful'to God, for his ailia. 
guifhing mercy, in faving you from thefe fames that 
others fall into, and giving you good pak th, ough | : 
grace of eenyms God above forever. Perera tA ates ON 
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loudly, as ifthey fhould lift up their voice like a 
trumpet, and fay to you, “ Remember that you 
_ «mutt lie in the fame cafe ere long ; you mult alfo 
groan under pain, lofe your ftrength and beauty;,. 
leave your mirth and company, bid adieu to all the 
world, and lock out for the grim’ meflenger death, 
tHat is a coming to diffolve the earthly tabernacle, 
fend the body to lie in a putrifying grave, and the 
foul to ftand before God’s tribunal,,to be fentenced 
to an endlefs ftate.” This will be thy cafe, O young. 
man, ftrong man, healthful man,.as really. in a little 
as it is of thefe now before your eyes. O how foon 
_ will it come! what thoughts will you -then have of. 
a the world, of fin, and vain company? Will ang 
og thing comfott: you then but the favor. of God, the 
- Jove of Chrift, and the review of a holy well- fperit 
Wife? Wherefore do with all thy. might now what 
thy hand finds to do,.employ the time of health. 
well in preparing | for ficknefs, and leave nothing 
o do in. time of ficknefs,. which isa moft unfit feas 
fe for a man. to do- foul work,.and falvation work 



















5 1 thall begin with thofe of the family where 
ba. el bingers of death do prefently: refide. Surely: 
the warnings of ficknefs and death ought to be lou- 
' der in your ears than others, and molt, diligently 
~ harkened- unto:by you, that. lodge under the fame 
roof with the meflengers of the king of pore “77a 
- Remember _ that tee a 1 Pet. v. 6. *Humble- 
_yourfelves therefore under themighty handof God.” 
- Jt well becomes guilty finners,. all the members of. 
the family to be humble before a holy Gou,.when 
he is. fmiting any of them.. Humbly acknowledge. 
a his fovereignty and abfolute dominion over you,,. 
eat be. « Lord, thou art the author and founder oT 
ee AES and thou maylt afc and’ Lies nem a: 
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members of the family fick, as well as one ; thow 
mighteft have given a deadly blow to parents, chil-. 
dren, and fervants, at once, yea, have made the 
houfe in which we live a common grave, and buri- 
edus all together im its ruins.” Humbly acknowl- 
edge the juftice and mercy of God in the prefent- 
vifitation. ‘Lord, infead of one, we all deferved: 
to have been Bain on fick beds, and all of us to° 
- have been. {mitten by death. Thou punifhet us: 
lefs than our iniquities deferve.” Acknowledge al- 
fo God’s wifdom and feve in the prefent afflifion,. 
and humbly fubmit to take the cup which he hath’ 
‘mingled for you. “The cup which our heavenly 
father hath ordered for this family, fhall we not 
' deink it? It isa gracious and wife God that doth: 
whatis done in the family; therefore it is our 
part to be dumb, and not to SRee our mout! 
quarrel it.’” ak 
2dly, The command eau the king ae Nineveh 
gave to all his fubjects, when threatened with ruin, 
ee 8. is:very proper for a matter of a famie 
y to give to all under his. charge, when ficknefs 
doth rage among them; * Faft, and cry mightily’ ) 
to God, and turn every one bean his evil way,— Pe 
—-Who can tell if God will turn away from his . 
fierce anger, that we perifh not 2? when the den. 
Rroying angel gets a commiffion _ to: fmite families 
with mortal and_ infectious difeafes, which. fome- — 
times go from houfe to houfe like a plague, fweep- a 
ing many old and. young. off the ftage ;. then efpeci- Ae 
aily it fhould be a time of mighty. erying and 
pleading with God for mercy. And fince our. 
pleading i is wholly inefe@ual without an atoning — 
facrifice’ to incenfed juftice, let us not forget t 
bring the all fufficient facrifice of Chrift 
along with us, and. plead it with-God f 
- ting his wratl 1 from our houfes and fa 
{es faid to Aaron in a time of comm 
iv. 46. fo may | fay tory ath 
its ce Take, a aa | 
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quickly and make an atonement for. thems. for 
there is wrath gone out from the Lord ; the plague 
is begun.” Bring the incenfe of © Chrifts fatisfaction, 
that great atonement to divine juftice, which was 
crifnices and oblations. Hum- 
1d that great facrifice with 
God; for turning away the fiercenefs of his wrath. 
Get the bunch of hyffop,. faith, in order to ‘the 
{prinkling of your houfes with that. atoning blood, 
that fo you and: your families may be among the 
preferved in Chet Jefus. 
Lafily, Let all the family where ficknefe i is, and 

_ efpecially the head of it, remember that word, Job 
xxii. 23. © Thou’ fhalt—nor put away iniquity far 
from thy tabernacles.” God hath fent ficknefs with 
his meflage to you, “* Search out family fins, 
whether of omiffion or commiffion ;. mourn over 
them, turn from. them, banifh them far away. Let 
no vice lodge under your roof. Let? family “wor- 
thip be no more neglected, nor flightly performed.. 
(et God have both the morning and evening facri- 
_ fice.?? Now, if the members of thefe families vifited 
Bs with ficknefs, who arein health for the prefent, 
would thus hamble themfelves, cry to God, plead: 
a blood of Chrift, and reform what is amifs among 
Aes the prefent afflition would. be fanétified, 
‘and they i in fome meafure prepared for the like aa 
_ when God fhall be pleafed to put the cup in their 
hands. ae 

aa ‘In the next place, let me warn all the friends 
and neighbors of the fick, whether they be in the 
fi aly cr not, to improve the day of. health, in- 
making ‘ready for the time of ficknefs. Be much in 
‘. . Be bawhclis of felf-examination,. humiliation. for iy 
, believing i in Chrift, renewing covenant with Gc | 
53 faortifymg of hi trimming the lamp me: 
, ot heaven, living by faith, deniedn the 
ing to overcome the love 
: th. Concerning all whi 
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fpeaking to the fick: and diftreffed.. "Thefe ‘exercifes 
are not only proper for the fick, but alfo for thefe 
in health ;- and are fuitable preparations for ficknefg, 
and death,. to be ftudied by allimen m every condi- _ 
tion. But there are fome things further moft necef- 
fary to be minded by people in ‘time. of their health;. 
m_order to prepare them-for the time of Reknets: and: 
of dying, before.it come: 
ay Make your latter-will, is Eee it by you; 
that you may not be encumbered with your worldly © 
affairs, in time of ficknefs, or at a dying-hour.. 
‘Surely it is great wifdom to put this by-hand in time 
of health. But I have tpokeaiarecly of this Chaps | 
i Dire ie ae 
2dly, Take Heed 3 in: time of health, Eat you lay oe 
not up fad provifion againft the day of ficknefs; by 
your carelefs and untender walk. A’s it is fin’ that 
brings on ficknefs upon us, fo itis fin’that embitters 
it unto-us. ©°beware of all known fin, and partic. 
ularly the fin of. earthly-mindednefs,-v nthankfulné¥s” 
for mercies,. luke-warmnefs. in religion base to 
- improve Chrift, neglect of prayer, and forma: 
it, quenching of the fpirit, falling from you 
love, hiteach of vows, mifcarrying unde 
cies, finning after afflictions, turning t 
Guard again thefe evils now in time of heal 
otherwife they will put thorns in your pillow when 
ficknefs comethy Dare not to live in fuch, a: courte eos. 
as you would not adventure to die ins How do- 
you know but your sek ftep may-be into the grave?. oe 
and would you be willing to lie down there in your 
fins,. with agian dead, formal, wandering, and ; 
® heving hearts ? ae 
ag it loafe from the world, and live as Atane. ae 
yg © g ys In it, hat you may be able to pack and’ be 
“ bonk fro it upom+thert warning. Let death ‘ane 
de d, dead to the world. If yc 
to the world, it will be a 
arting you will have 
ometh. | ue: will, 
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ike Lov’s wife, to aia hanker, and look aye 
back again. > 
yg ugthly, Keep: fhort- reckonihgs with God. sad corr 
feience, that you may not have old {cores to reckon 
upon when you come to the death bed. O what 
Ringing pain and torment may one fin unmourned 
for colt you at that time? Let confcience then 
-* bring in the accounts of every day before you fleep,. 
and fpeedily ‘take up every ae einen 'e that ‘may 
fall out betwixt God-and thy foul. © 
sthly, Dwell much upon the thoughts. of death? 
that'you* may dearn to be acquainted and Fides 
with.t::as Job was, who faid,,before-hand, ™ to cor-. 
ruption, Thou art my father ; and to the worm, 
~~ thou art ‘my mother and myfilter,” Job xvil.-14.. 
For this caufe'the Egyptians ufed to place a dead 
: n’s {cull in fome confpicuous place of theirrooms 
likewife the Jews-had' their fepulchres in their gar-. 
er fure, that fo in midft of their delights 
think on their dying time. We read of 
king of Macedon, that ordered a page every. 
. Morning-t  rouze him from fleep.with thefe words,. 
6 O king, remember thou art a mortal man.’” By 
this te n repeated: leffon, he laboured to humble 
his lof y mind,. and. make his acquaintance’ witlr 
death, that it might not feem ftrange or furpriling 
to him when it Heats ey come-and {natch sees 
— ; te 
po thy s Study to fpend: avet io as it were to 
x Meposr laft, and perform every duty. as it were the 
daft, ftill looking on ficknefs and death as very near. 
ca “That: which makes moft: men fo. unconcerned about. 
. ficknefi = death,.and eternity,is, they view them as 
things afar off, at thirty ‘or forty years diftance. 
“They think their time will be long hei 
| they are healthy, of a {trong cont{titutio 
rat bane fo long ;? which furely are: 
to. judge by. It was’ the ex tation 
years” ‘that helped on es ies. 
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n thimfelf as Rtanding every. day and’ nib at the. 
vais door of eternity; and hundreds of difeafes 
teady to epen the door? and let him’ in. When. 
you lie down at night, leave your-heart with Chrift, 
and compofe your {pirits fo, . as. if you were not to 
awake till the heavens are no more 3 for certainly 
that night. cometh, of which you. will never fee. the 
morning, or that morning, of which you — will 
never fee the night. But which of your. mornings, 
or nights thefe will-be, you know not, feei elo TO 
times are not in your own hands, 

- ‘ptbly, Set apart fome time, daily, for. thinking in 
a Tetired way, on your time that is paft, and upon 
eternity that isto come. The: neglect: of this duty 
-of meditation, and retired thinking, is-very preju- 
dicial, both to the godly and ungodly. It. wae 


David's practice to think, and tothink upon his Ways; : 


which engaged him to reform. whatever he* ‘found 
-amifs inthem, Pfal. cxix. 59. Oh! it is the ruin. “of 
many afoul, they are utter flrangers to'this way of © 


thinking. have ‘read of a father, who’ on his - 


_ deathbed, left it.as a: folemn charge upon his. only 


fon, who was a prodigal; that he fhould” fpend 2 — Be 


-guarter of an hour every’ day: in retired thinking, — 
nd let him chufeany fubje& he pleafed. ‘The fon 
thinks this an‘eafy tafk, undertakes it, and after/his — 


father’s death fet: himfelé to perform his: promife. 
One day he ‘thinks upon ‘his by-paft pleafures ; an- . 


other day he'contrives his futuré delights ; raster. 


awhile he begins to think ferioufly what might ’ ‘be | : 
‘his father’s defign in laying this\tafk upon him: at 


| length he thinks, his father was. a wife ‘and good" 
aman; therefore furely he intended and hoped that 
among the reft of his meditations, he wouldifome — 
‘time cr other'think of religion. * When this had tru- 
x poffetied hi 
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ath till he become ferioufly religious. Ov that 1 
“could perfuade all carelefs and unthinking fouls-to 
go and do likewife! Ah-! how many {pend their 
days in a hurry about their worldly affairs, and 
ice for want.of thinking? 
8thly, ésmong other fuvjects of your retired 
thoughts, {pend “fome’ time in thinking, how awful 
‘ and terrible a thing it mult be for a poor Chriftlefs 
foul to make its appearance before an angry God 
after death.. “ For who (faith the prophet) can 
+ dwell with devouring fire ?. who can abide-with ever- 
_. dafting burnings 2’ I have read of acertain king of 
‘Hungary, who being on a time marvelloufly fad and 
heavy, his brother, who was a brifk and gallant man, 
. would needs know the-reafon : ‘¢.Oh brother, {fays 
e), 1 have been a great finner again{t'God, and I 
Jnow -not how I thall appear before shis judgment- 
feat? His brother anfwered, ‘thefe are but mel- 
_ ancholy thoughts ; *? and fo madelight of them, 
Aree moft courtiers ufe todo. The king replied noth- 
 iag at that time ; but the cuftom of that country 
‘5 Away: (the: government being abfolute, if the execu- | 
 tioner founded atrumpet ata man’s .door, he was: 
prefently to be led to execution. The king fent 
. the executioner in the dead time of the night, and 
_ eaufed him found his trumpet at his brother’s.door,, 
who hearing and feeing the meffenger of death, 
_ fprang in trembling into his brothers prefence, falls 
down upon his knees, and befeeches the king to let 
-.. dum know wherein he had ‘offended him. “ O 
ee other, (faid the king), you never offended me, 
‘but loved me; butis the fight of an earthly execu- 
tee bad fo terrible tothee; and fhall not I, who am 
. Mreat a finner, fear much more to be brought to 
jodgment-eat of an angry God !” | 
be  gthly, T Think often’ how religioufly men viuke to 
fickand, ; 













ea they had lived, when they come to the | 
Sylde time. Thefe who have fpent th 
 earelefsly, begin to have other no! 
a when eee fee the: beg e 
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<o to their bed- fides. arid afl. them, whetherdl loth or 
diligence, formality or fervency, drinking or pea 
ing, loving the world or loving Chrift, be. the belt ; 
would they not tell you that there is none fo wife as 
they that are molt religious? Think, O man, in 
bealth, with thyfelf, if thou watt jult now upon thy 
death-bed, and faweft thy friends ftanding mourning . _ 
round about thee, but unable to help thee, what. 
ieee be thy thoughts, and difcourfe at that time? 
O then, let fome: of the fame thcnghts and difcourfe. 
fill up-every day and hour of thy. life now. Why — 
thou knoweft not but. this moment thou may ft be as 
near death, as if thy friends and phyficians too were 
defpairing of thy as, and! soar given ¥ you over for 
-deads. * feo! Boe 
oth Be Falercd now in oben he good oS 
fight of faith. You haye many. enemies ‘to deal 
with, and death is the lait of them. Would you 
obtain the vidtory over them? Then get on the Chrif a 
tian’armour, and make much ule of the. fhield | of 
daith. We read in “the book: of Efther, that kin 
~ Ahafuerus would not recal the proclamation ne had 4 
emitted againft the Jews; but he gave them full i 
erty to take uparms to defend themfelves, an 
tack their enemies; fo here, God will not : 
fentence of death he hath paft upon all. meu 
garden ; but neverthelefs he allows, yea comm 
ates all true Ifraelites to take up arms againtt ‘di eas 
to. conquer and trample it under foot by faith 940. 
Lafily, Be bufy now in health, providing, sie s ‘on 
_ ing up a flock againft the time of ficknefs and afl 
tion; which may contribute to your comfortable 
» living then, when the world’s good things will 
_ taftelefs and comfortlefste you. As thefe wh 
a nernES: to go, do vidual, ss Ap: 3 
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. little crace,:or a little faith, is not enough; for this 
any will faint under-afflicions. ‘We. read, <Matth. xiv. 
3 that, when the winds began. to blow fiercely,. Peter’s — 
| little faith began to fail. -You havenced.of a great 
: 


meafure of patience againft that time, that you may 
Wait, quietly on God, till he come to your relief. 
_ You know not but he may lengthen out your trials. 
> and tarry till the fourth watch of the night before he 
come with deliverance. . 

2. Provide a ftock of evidences or sien: ns QTACE, 

and of the love of God, that you may be able to af- 
-dert your. intereft'in him as your portion in-Chrift, 
and may be perfuaded,. that neither death nor lite 

will ever feparate you from him. — 
- 3. Geta ftock of divine experiences. ey up all 
‘the experiences yowhave had of God’s loving-kind- | 
~nefs, and thefe will give great relief and encourage- 
_ ment tothe foul in the day of diftrefs. 
m aay up a ftock of fermons. ‘T'reafure up. the 
unfels and cordials which they bring you from 
od’s word, that fo you. may, according to ‘Ifa. xlii. 
2. Wi Fleas for the time to come ;” and. efpecially 
fick.beds, when you cannot get fermons to hear. 
nitis, that-you_otight to live and feed upon the 
have heard. . 
D.2 ftock of prayers. Be much in 
ith God for help and through bearing in 
of affli@ion ; and-fo ,you may expect “the 
s returns. thereof i in the day of calamity. , 

rovide a tock of.promifes. Be now gather- 

hefe {weet, cordials from, God’s word, lay them 
1r heart and memory, an@they will be very 
and, Peper NG to. you inthe, day of af. 
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Direct. IX. Let thefe who? are in health fet shear he agen 
of repentance, and turning to God in Chrift timeoufly and: 
guickly: and beware of aelaying this work until, tie’ time | 
as ficknefs and of dying. 


“OD’s command to you is, to Yet about the 
XB work prefently, without any delay, Heb. iii 
haya es day if ye will hear his voice, harden 
your hearts? Matth. xxi. 28. “Go work to-c 
in my vineyard. 4% Ecclef. xii. re Rememb 
“thy Creator in the days of thy youth.” ot ; 
God’s voice to you, O man in health, i is “to- dat 
But the devil’s voice ta you is to-morrow. , And — 
which ‘of the two will you harken to? Surely it is 
Pee witdom to oer. the voice ‘of fae oe 

















in “fieknets 4, 
thou mayeft be i in hell ; to. day € Chrift ny in 
“to come to him, to-morrow he may be 
you to depart from him. And confide; 
devil atts te ede you to ae this day, 





: fo he may eet you poner ‘out of your 
and falvation together. 

Here I thall endeavor two hiey @ 
guments to perfuade you to repent bed 
the offers of Chrift prefently, \ 
God requires... 2. Shew th 
laying till the time of fi 
(the Belt, v0 A rgume 
and again delaying t 

* Uh, Confider the ur 
to repent. Your lifé is 
breath that: is going out an 
pica oe aly may be coo wit deat 


ae 
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- ae 2 morrow, a thefe iets years.” Tr was a: 
- “pad we thefe. Epicures miade of this uncertainty. 
ines Ab be ee kd Let us eat and drink, for to-mor- 
tow we-thall die.” It is much witer tofay, “ Let 
us pray, and turn to the Lord, for to-morrow we 
thall die.” Nay, bat have not fecurity for. one- 
drepent in; for God hath a thoufand difeafes ~ 
idents ready to fiop your breath, and end» 
days, whenever he pleafeth te give them or= 

ss. Lhere'are many fecure finners, who preftime 
on long life, but there are none nearer deftrucion: 
“en fach ; for God loves to difappoint thefe that , 
préomife themflves a long life in fn and impeniten- 
ey, as he did that rich man who was. laying up for 
g3 ‘Foany years, Luke xii. 1g. his night fhall thy 
foul be required of thee.” And O whata dark and_ 
ight will it be, if death come before thy re- 
TO. man, ‘thou. never didit ‘He down one 
ith affurance of rifing again ; thou never 
ardft one fermon with att urance of hearing ene 




























wing another. — “What sadaet | is it chen 
2) f tee -work one isi Per Me and 
eetearay | RF 
onfider, that Be Codi in ‘this s woitdecnit 
patience fhould prolong yeur days, yet 
eft life is fhort enough - for the work you - 
‘do, fuppofe you begin it pagent. Nay, — 
ou Methifalem’s years to fpend, they would 
re than fufficient to repent and: mourn for 
guilt which you have been fo long con- 
o xrefprm: and amend the many. things : 
een amis 5 3 to peor all the daties i ine 
Prac your rane ina Seton alone nd 
n for an eternal ftate, and-get. shows ide 
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old age, when ye are hardly fit to do any thing ath 
When a man’s {pirit is unable to bear the infirmities. 
of nature, how will he be able to bear the lathes of a 
guilty confcience, or.a wounded fpirit ? When the 
underftanding i is weak, the memory frail, the will © 
obftinately bent the wrong way, by a long cuftom 
of inning, and neglecting of duty ; will that be a fic 
time to begin the work of repentance and converfion | 
to God? When nature is decayed, and the candle of 
life juft finking in the focket, will you begin’then to - 
act for God, and make your light fhine beforemen 
to his glory ? O remember, your work islong, your 
time is fhort ; and though you begin this very ROMS | 
you will have no time to {pare, te 
3dly, Delay not this work, becaufe it is notin your 
power todo it when you pleafé. It isa delufion Ohas 
the devil, to imagine } you may repent when y you ai 
No, no; itis God only that giveth repentance, a id 
he gives it w hen, and to whom he pleafeth, Aéds: v 
13. And it is a mere Perna if ever he give 
it toa 2 Snag Bite hat we 


to ‘be fad ny fae ena) 2 Now tl t] hat is ; tos a 
day, if ye. will hear his voice : ‘now is thes 
time, now is the day of falvation.” 
God is calling, and the Spirit Aeving | is ‘he 
finding the Lord, and getting repentance from 
To-morrow-it may be s00 late; the Lond: s band 
may be clofed, and the door of mercy fut. 
refufe tle Spirit when he flrives with y: 
leave you, ‘and never put another feri 
your heart of turning.to the Lord, 
feeking repentance till it be too & rth 
- time when the Lord will not be found, and’ 
ae een will not be found, though y u Bp 
> tears. indeed, God batty promiied she 







i ds- of fe grace and aes to them that pat off 
Btance ; 3 > and he bath no w here - 
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“ance to mere grief and forrow for fin without faith, 
and. fraits meet for repentance: he hath no where 
promifed to pardon thefe, who only promife to leave 
their fins, when they can keep them no longer.. 
4thly, “Lhe longer repentance and clofing with: 
Chrifi is delayed,. ‘the difficulty thereof is every day 
increafed. Why, t.. Becaufe of the deceitful na- 
ture of fin, which doth daily bewitch and harden the: 
heart more and more in the practice of it. 2, Cuftom: 
~ in any thing hath a ftrong influence on us, and 
‘becomes.a kind of fecond nature, and breeds ~ an. 
‘almoft invincible inclination to whatfoever we have 
‘Jong addiéted ourfelves unto,, whether it be in actions 
L --matural or moral. . Hence Ovid gives that good ad- 
‘ vice, . ee a alae 
By aha ee probe nec te venturas differ in horas s é 
i Gita Qui non eft hodie, eras minus aptus erik. 


















et Be fpeedy, put not off till another time ; ? 
‘He who 1s not repared. to-day, will be. more. unprepar- 
Reco aera to-morrow.” 
ose Ele that goes on from: day to wig? in fin, will find 
his indifpofition to repent daily increafed, tle habits: 
of. fin’ ftrengthened, and himfelf brought at length 
\der the power of an inveterate cuftom. And if it 
we hardto break any cultom, much more a cultom in 
®oning, which i is fo "agreeable to depraved nature. 
}ience faith the Spirie of God, Jer. xiii. 23; “Can 
_ the Ethiopian change his fkin, or the leopard his 
- fpots? Then may ye alfodo good, that are accu 
 tomed to do evil.” 3. ‘Tmt longer Satan keeps pol - 
fetion, the. more’ dificult will his. ejection prove: 
~The devils 1 that poffeifed the man from the womb up, 
eon 1 not be walt out but by fome extraordinary way. 
D 7 on fpiritual judgments from God, 
1 as, Sat hardnefs on the heart, which will 
| ae repentance impoflible, according to that ter- 
he ple fae ae "Sa. nee is eee no lefs 
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place, Tia. vi..9, 10. Make the heart of this as 


& 







‘ yepenting and fleeing to Chrift, when God’s calls 


_ you, or to the devil that feeks your - deftruaion ? | 


he “creature, iis, a you are pet te at 5 
ill j ic be Ss ok as ney hae aretheng aia 
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Lafily, We would reckon fuch delays pte in 
earthly affairs, which are ‘but. trifles when compared 
to falvation-work. If a man’s houfe wére on fire, we 
would count him mad, if he fhould fay, it is time e- 
nough, to quench it tomorrow ; or, if he were ftung 
with a venomous ferpent, he would be mad that 
neglected to feek a prefent cure : or, if he had got. ~ 
poifon in his ftomach, he would never think he could _ 
{oon enough vomit it up. If a malefactor were 


-eondemned to a cruel death to-morrow, but had a: 


promife of a remiflion if he fhould look after it to~ 
day ; ; would he be fofoolith as delay it till next morn~ 
ing ? But how much greater madnefs is it to delay 


and _promifes relate to the prefent time, and our dan-— 
gerin ame ne 3 is infinitely greater than in any of the. 
forefaid cafes? Surely there is no fting fo dangerous, , 
no poifon fo deadly as fin; and can we too foon - 
feek after the balm of Gilead, the blood of Chrift for 
its cure? There is no death hike the fecond death, no — 
fire fo dreadful as the eternal fire of God’s wrath : 
Now, this fire is already kindled againft your fouls 5 
and if it be not timeoufly quenched, it will burn to oa 
the loweft hell. Lofe no time to get it an d 
by ne to the blood of Be ae = 
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-moft part ! » But confider, 1/2, What Meas 
itude and bafenefs there is in it, Whether isit 
fhould give the beft of your time to God th; 


reafonable that the devil fhould feaft on the 


and prime of your youth and ftrength, and yc 
ator ge le ho other but the ae oft oe 
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ae God; and for falvation- work, which requires all 


your fir ength and might? But remember, if you be 
£6 bafe as referve the dr egs of your time for God, you 
may expec he will be fo jut as referve the dregs of 
Kis wrath for you, according to that word, Mal. 1. 
y4. © Curfed be the deceiver, which hath i in his 
‘flock a male, and facrificeth unto, the Lorda corrupt 
© hinges?” _ Your youth, ftrength, health, gifts, and 
“talents, : are the males of the | flote ; if you give thefe 
_ to the devil, and referve the weaknefs of ficknefs and 
_ old age for God, you'draw down his curfe. upon 
- your heads ; and how long will you be able to bear 
“sap under the weight of God’s curfe ? Now, O delay- 
ing { finners, why fhould’ you be fo ungrateful to God, 
_ and injurious to yourfelves ? God had early thoughts 
of mercy to you ;. and will you have nothing but late _ 
thoughts of duty tohim? Chrift did not defer his. 
dying for us till he was old ; and fhall we defer liv- 
ing tohim, till we be old ? Oh,. -we do not deal with 
_ Godas we would have him to deal with us. When 
we need help in trouble, we cry, as Pfal. cii. 2.- 
3 * Lord, hear me: in the day when I. call, anfwer 
bide {peedily.” ‘To day we ftill make the feafon of 
_ mercy, but to-morrow the feafon for duty. When | 
nercy. is. delayed, we impatiently cry. How long ? 
How. long? We will not wait God’s holy leifure.. 
-Batalas } we would have God to wait our finful Iei- 
fure. 5 ‘Oh, let us be afhamed of fuch difingenu- 
alings with our creator. — 
ly, Death may get a commiffion to take you off 
enly;, ‘without giving you any time to repent. 
are not fure to fee the evening ftar of ficknefs, be- 
: night of death overtake you, or that you will 
r warning given you before the fatal ftroke. 
many are there who projec long lives, and 
me before death to'repent, that getafur- _ 
all to flit from. the earthly bag and 
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wma any are drowned’ by a fudden ftorm : f 
t how. many ki led by outward accidents at la 
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Some drop: down fuddenly in the ftreets ; Rite dic’ 
fitting in their chairs ; fome go wellto bed atnight 
and never fee the morning ;.fome die as quickly by © 
a fit of an epilepfy, 0 ‘apoplexy, asif {hot witha gun.” 
Thus thoufands. are hurried into eternity, and Pren ts 
iented before a: tribunal without being allowed fo 
much time.as-to. think one. ferious thought, or fpeak- 
one word ? not one moment to confider ~ where they” 
- are going, or to cry to God for mercy... And how 
know you: bar this may be your café at death? Matt: 
it not be the greatett folly then to delay your repent- 
ance to a dyiny time,.when it. may. not be ¢ one minute a 
fon : 
ee Though you may ‘Have tome t time to lie ont 
fick-beds, how. know ye but your ficknefs may ee 
fach as fhall incapacitate you for fpititual work 2 
Some we fee are fo oppreffed with continual fum- cq 
bering and fleeping, even. when death is nearelt, 
that they are in no cafe to think or fpeak of thle 
things that belong, to their eternal ftate.. Others, in 
high: fevers, ate troubled with rovings and have 
no ufe of their reafon, fo that they are not ‘capable to: : 
fettle a hehe nee and how much oe are: wa 














that pay cannot get one  fattled Pe sal thei 
foul’s prefent or hot ftate.. Others are. fe 
with terror and amazement at the. view of. apy D1 
mg death and eternity,. that they cannot: compo 
‘shete thoughts to examine themfelwves, conf < 
fins, a& faith in a Saviour, or follow any: di 
that is given them ; but go off the Rage: 
fion, being incapable. to do any, thing to purp 
their fouls. . Some their diklemper i is. fach, 1 
are brought to a great: ftrait b | 

: : nage and.the. pereclan-s Mees w 







iad weenie for mercy x ion > 


- > ~ ‘ith the: seeNriclany if you <enre vo ol : 












dst iy shake you prejudice your: 
azard your life.: Oh? is this a fit time 
ent to ‘heat your preparation for anothér world? 

 4thly, The fpirit of God being long refifted and 
vexed by many in the day of health, he is provoked: 
to Have them: on Be athbcds to the hardnefs of Eisir 





il, ‘The devil, had was Fir all your lives to’ 
hea “you ' from repentance, will not be idle at this’ 
time’; nay he will be nore ative then than ever to 
ay either by cauling you ‘to fplit. on the rock 
ption or of defpa'r. Sometimes he’ will’ 
OS aersthen, “ You need not- trouble. yourfelves 
ger about your fouls;-God is more’ merciful than to 
damn you; ih repentance you have already will 
rn.” ¢ Bat af this will not: quiet them, - 
iri é them to defpair, by: telling” 
Olt t e feafon of repentance ‘and © 
clofing ath: Chrift ; and “now there is no remedy, 
Bi: coney hope’ for them, and it is in vain to ufe any fur- 
ther means.’* _ -Othen, do not-harken to: Satan:now,. 
Fes _ When he tempts you to delay your repentance. : 
_‘. 6thly, Whatever appearance of repentance fome 
dying perfons may haves let that be no. encourage- 
_ ment to put off ill that time. Why, there lieth a juft 
wae icion upon a late repentance, that it is feldom 
nd and fincere.. It is no found work, that arifeth 
from fears of hell than from anyreal hatred 
mn “more from love to felf, than love to God. 
it is to be feared, that death-bed repentance is 
of ly ¥3 ‘this fort, feeimg ordinarily it confifteth 
m : prief'and fear, prayers and promifes, than 
nahearty loathing: of fin, love to holinefs or willing- 
o ate $ to’ accept of Jefus Chrift : for have we not feen 
"many of thefe penite ts who, in the yiew of death, — 
oe Have: profelied reat forrow for their wicked | lives, x 
a made folem min’ promifes of amendment 5 ; 
whe: happened to recover, al! th 
ned, and they have r 
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their former fins as Be as ever >. And, Ox delay: ee 
ing finner,, what ground have you to. think that your — 
-death-bed. repentarice will be any: better than theirs? 
‘Be wife then in time, fet heartily about. falvation — 
work in the day of your health, and do not leave the — 
-weightieft work to the weakeft time. : 
Objea. I. “But hath not God promifed mercy to 
them that repent of their fins at any time 2 | a 
— Aafw, ‘Yes, to them that repent truly ana. Rites ast eh : 
dy : but do not think that it is in your power to.re- 
-pent fo, at any tume you pleafe ; no, it is impoffi ble 
-you can do it without the influence and affifance of — ~ 
“the fpirit of God. And God hath, ne where. promifed — 
this to thefe who put off their. repentance toa death- 
‘bed. There is a great.difference betwixt a fi¢k 
‘man’s howling upon his: bed, and fincere gofpel Rage 
peating: I grant, true repentance is never too late, Te 
-but O.! late repentance is feldomrue.  Wrue ree — 
‘pentance is that which hath a care to walk holily, ae 
or hath works meet for repentance - joined with it. a 
Hence. repentance is not.only called METANOIA, @ 
change of mind; but alfo METAMELEIA, an after 
‘care. ‘Now for a ‘death-bed repentance, that hath n 
uch holy care or good works, I know ‘no. promi 
in the Bible that annexeth falvation unto it. 
Objed. Il. “ Do. not we read in Chrift’s parable o! : 
the labourers, Pari Xx. that fome “were h e 1 






















got the ‘Gone. Sauard Wid thofe that were < hired 
the third and fixth hour. ??? hts 
Anfw. i. Thefe that were. ion ae ‘in fotfa 

could fay for themfelves, verfe 6..‘* that no ma 

hired them,” or had offered to hire ther 
they did no fooner hear the gofpel-call, an 
falyation through Chrift tendered to them. 
this will ftand you in sare who-have had n 
_ call and offer-made you a gira fixth, an 
_) ae and Hane. epee si ad re 
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Oy: "Thefe men, though they came in ‘but w the 
Herat: hour, and not being fooner hired, yet they 
“were labourers in the vineyard, cand wrought one 
hour therein’faithfully, in obedience ‘to ‘their Lord’s 
- eommand, and fo brought forth fome fruits meet for 
; “repentance, and ‘were accepted. . But this is no en- 
_» eduragement to any to expect to ‘be brought 1 in at 
. _ithe twelfth hour, when there is no time to work, 
+ mor bring forth any fruits to teftify the fincersty of 
_ -2their repentance.; we: ‘haveno promife. of pete 
Xe made to fuch. 

Objet. TEL. The partes thief on the crofs fought 
mercy. from Chrift at the laft hour and got it.” _- 

Anfw. That is a fingular‘inftance, and gives no 
"encouragement to delaying finners.. ‘he ‘icriptures 
contain a hi®ory of more than four ‘thoufand years, 
and yet during’all the time we have but one exam- 
ple of aman thatitrnly and {incerly repented when he 
came to die. And in this man’s cafe there was 
_ ‘fuch an extraordinary conjunction of circumftances, as 
_ wever happened before, and:can never fall out again 
to the énd of the world.. This man had the happi- 
die clofe by the newly pierced and bleeding 
s of a erecies Jets, 5 “abn he was lifted. up 




















“4g aieaaid 2 iaiteh was a. jan@ure tak can 
er he a parallel. _ Again, the man never had 
offer of Chrift nor day of grace before now ; he 
i lered himfelf upon the very firft. call : and his 
ta Chrift at this time was truly fingular and 
s. He was defigred by heaven to be made 
xent of the power of Chrilt’s grace, and 
Sphy of his vidtory over the devils and 
, ata time when they feemed to triumph 
y as one Seaea through weakneis. 
m all which we may fee, that this example | 
xtraordinary, and affords no gr for they, 
n of delaying finners, You > well 
ito. the. fea in *hopeso 
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repentance now, in hopes of repenting ona death- 
bed, from the. example of the thief on the crofs. 
Befides; your way offinning differs vaftly from his. 
He was not guilty of prefumption, as you are ; he 
did not flight Chrift’s callsand offers in the day of 
his health, and delay his repenting and clofing with 
Chrift, in hopes of an opportunity for them at the 
hour of death, as you do. Doyou know what God. 
determines concerning prefumptuous finning? You 
may fee it, Numb. xv. 28, 30, 31. “ And the priefls 
fhall make an atonement for the foul that finneth 
ignorantly, &c. Butthe foul that doth ought press) 4 
{umptuoufly, (whether he be born in the land, Ora oy 
ftranger) the fame reproacheth the Lord :‘and.that _ 
foul fhall be cut-off from among his people ; becaufe 
he hath defpifed the word of the Lord.” Opre- 
fumptuous delaying finner, let. this word of the Lord 
awaken you to a {peedy and prefent. refolution to. 
obey his voice. “ Return ye now every one from his _ 
evil way, and make your ways and your doings - 
good,” Jer. xviii. 11. Now isthe accepted time : ae 
ye will hear his voice it muft be to day. — Lord, 
fayt us from hardening our hearts. Amen. cay 
















~ Some Dying Words of the late Rev. M: Yo iu 
Willifon, to his Wife and ge found : 

among his papers Asse nis a 

10th of Noy. 1749: 








My dear: 7 
Y Bates calls me ‘to'th 


_you for your tender. care ae me ; may the Lor 

‘blefs and reward you for it, and fandiify. you 

Y _ tendernefs, and fupport you under it. As. 
days, to re a life of faith and | 






eee Hib 
end. In ait! your. difficulties: and fears encourage 
-yourfelf in the Lord your God. Commit your 
ways to him; truft him that is faithful and true. I 
refign you, my dear, to the hewn ie of mulbaaas, 
our dearelt Lard es Chrilt.» 
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Dp EAR children, your earthly father sot ‘leave 
yous your heavenly Father is immortal. -O! 
_ cleave fat to him. Trifle not about your fouls con- 
-. cerns in-time of health ; ‘mind thefe things as the one 
thing needful; this you will not repent of when 
_ you come within a near view of death, and endlefs 
eternity. O Sirs ! prefs for clear views of your in- 
tereft i in Chrift, the only Surety and Saviour of fin- - 
ners. Among other evidences of it, live by faith on 
1, and. ftudy holinefs in heart and life. _ Dear Sirs, 
think: ow you will be able to ftand before Chrift 
Judge at the lat day, unlefs you have Chrift’s 
ge on you, and be made new creatures.. Lord 
-allfuch, and blefs you with his beft blef- 
leffing be upon. you all.— What means _ 
me, I have beftowed them on you, or. 
yous ‘Be kind and: careful of | your 
le youhave her. And let none of you 
though I go before you to the duft, you. 
1 quickly follow. me.” Ot that we may all 
together at_ sh right hand of our blefled Re- 
Ty to fee his face, and. fing his” “praife. The 
near, be ye therefore alfo ready. ; 
ar wife and children, remember what 
as the words of your affectionate. hufband, 
father, who being dead, yet hereby ney 
for your ‘eternal good and ee 
nk a ae heart! ! So A Bethe" 
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